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A'§ BACKGROUNDTOTHE ALPHABET

God Himself provided the wisdom that formed the Hebrew alphabet, the
alphabet that preceded all other writing systems, unquestionably going back to
the Adam himself and the pre-flood patriarchs, carried through the Flood and
Babel with Noah, all the way to Christ, and continuing to this day.

By means of its curves and lines, God gave His perfect self-revelation, that is,
the revelation of Himself, of who He is in His own nature and existence. By
it, we understand God's Name, which takes in the entirety of His person. His
Name, YHWH (1117), is a description of Himself, the God who exists, the
One by whom all other things exist and for whom all other things exist, the
One whose existence alone is independent of all else, whose existence is self-
firm and self-real. This is the Name of the transcendent God, the NAME that
takes in all of His Person. But this Name is derived from a Hebrew word and
was understood and used for the living God long before Babel. As it is written
concerning the times of Seth, "...then began men to call upon the Name of
YHWH" - Gen. 4:26. 'This is a record of what occurred around the 3rd century
of human history from the creation week, while Adam was still "young." How
is it that the Hebrew Name of God, the Name He Himself revealed, was in use
nearly 1500 years before Babel? It was in use because the Hebrew language was
the language of Adam, given distinctly to him at his moment of creation.

More—much more—DBiblical and historical information will be included
concerning this in the pages to follow [in the future], but the certainty of this
fact causes its firm statement here, at the beginning of this book.

All faithful translations of the Old Testament are translations of the Hebrew
words and ideas expressed in the Hebrew alphabet, for God chose it as the
foundation of all written knowledge of Himself throughout the world and
throughout history.  In other words, all faithful translations of the Old
Testament in all languages go back to one Bible, the Hebrew Scriptures. The
Hebrew Scriptures are not dependent upon anything but God for their truth.

E
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Etc. English Etc. French Arabic
German E
tcC

1
. Nepali Etc. Arabic
Etc. Spanish TR ANSLATIONS
Etc. Hungarian Chinese
Etc. Swahili E
Ambharic Russian te.
Etc. Etc.

ORIGINAL HEBREW

All translations, then, are actually secondary communicators of the Old
Testament, servants to the Word God gave using the Hebrew alphabet and
language. The New Testament, as well, is based upon and dependent upon the
Old Testament, for it is the fulfillment of it, not as being its end, but as being
its embodiment and life. All that the Old Testament manifest is embodied in
the New Testament. Nor did the Hebrew mindset and ground disappear at the
coming of the New Testament but was the same mindset in which the New
Testament message was communicated, by the sole design of the Creator to
whom it belongs.

From its alphabet to its verbal nuances, the Hebrew language reveals the wisdom
of God, as do all languages derived from it at Babel. Yet, God formed and
utilized the Hebrew language for a highly significant role, that of giving the
actual, foundational, personal, written revelation of His Spirit.

Thus, the distinct characteristics of the Hebrew language—and certainly its
alphabet—are not to be viewed as mere coincidences of language or history
but the precise oversight of God in preparing Hebrew to communicate His
thoughts in full accord with His full intention and meaning. No aspect of it
falls short of His intentions and purposes for it.

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Welcome to the study of this incomparable writing system!

'The Hebrew alphebet is the foundation of all alphabetic writing systems in the
world,! not only facilitating communication from mind to mind and nation to
nation but, above all, from God to man directly. Through the letters of that
ancient alphabet, God gave His own Word concerning Himself and how man,
through history, has related, should relate, and will relate to Him. Numerous
scripts—such as the Greek, Roman, and Brahami ("the great mother-script
of India"?), as well as Mongolian, Korean, Arabic, and Russian scripts’>—were
derivitives of the one alphabet, borrowed and modified from the Hebrew
alphabet by people groups and nations for their individual use.

The English alphabet is, in fact, simply a derivative of the ancient Hebrew
alphabet itself, a fact quite easily seen even from the surface. Understanding
that ancient nations borrowed the writing system of the Hebrews makes
it easy to understand that they borrowed more than just the writing system,
"borrowing" also the foundational thoughts recorded in it, the truth of God's
personal revelation, the wisdom of His mind, which He had delivered to the
Hebrew people as a light to all nations. Thus, direct and indirect contact with
the Israelites brought upon the world an influence of firmness from God.

'Thereby was fulfilled the words of God by Moses to Israel:

5 Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments,
even as the LORD my God commanded me, that vye
should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it.
6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these
statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is awise and understanding

people. (Deut. 4:5-6)

Around 1060 B.C., the judge Eli died the same day his two sons died, beginning

1

Yoseloff 1960
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid., Diringer adds, "..although it is practically impossible for a layman to see a real resemblance between them.”

"It was this alphabet which became the ancestor of all alphabetic scripts the world has known." The Story of the Aleph Beth by David Diringer, p. 39 published by Thomas
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a new era in Israel's history. The ark was taken to Philistia, where "
God was preparing to leave a testimony of Himself. Much a\ax?t;;mi: "k"""""“’""’;’;:::;,:f: iy 7 ‘*"’”"“’“.,‘,1.;,,1’3:
suffering and death accompanied the ark, all designed by God to

turn the Philistines to Himself. Then, the following testimony,
out of the mouths of the priests of the Philistines themselves, was

recorded for all of history:

TN AT TEAIIING
qv\'%r\ 3% u&wm\v‘umvnws
xnﬁv-\% R R v ) .
)
"..ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel: L; ”)ﬁl’ﬂ Wy gﬂﬁ;?\':ﬁ:\w;m e mﬂ-‘;‘lﬂ;“"w S
peradventure he will lighten his hand from oft you, 15"3"5&11 N mmw'é’bﬁ.ﬂ ﬂm:; 3 J;'W -‘W o 5
and from off your gods, and from oftf your land. pHnR D ¥ iy m—a 172 mynﬂysx\z /573
Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyptians 73)3@*7337\111 -ﬁp{ \-v : IR
and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had wrought 1733‘{1 i.w‘fl”\ A ﬁ?’l”! £ VNBE
wonderfully among them, did they not let the people go, and mﬂm;: 7 S VM'O :
they departed?" (1 Sam. 6:5-6) NW:""J’ i\l “MWN\WW?’WN
INRAGY S N TenRRT T

Nearly 400 years after the Exodus, these Canaanites over in Israel
well remembered who God was and what He had done. Yet, they Aleppo Codex, c. A.D. 930

were not giving a lecture on all that they knew about the true : : P

God and His ways. They were simply chastising their own people Evlﬁiscgaﬁgssggggrgrel ggigﬁ%oﬁr?s% 3\?011%3 e
for forgetting to recall the One with Whom they were dealing. of the codex. o |
Undoubtedly, any one of the Philistines could have quoted Genesis
1:1 verbatim from Hebrew (their language was, essentially, identical
to Hebrew). They knew, incontestably that the God who exists,
the One who carried "Nuahk" across the flood and spoke from Mount Sinai, was
the God with whom they were
dealing. He had nor destroyed
"Rahkab," one of their own,
nor would He destroy them,
if they would turn and believe
Him with their whole heart. If
these Canaanites remembered
God's works from 400 years
before and did so knowing
that these works were, indeed,
the works of the true God,
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what else did they know? What else did the other nations know
as a result of the Word of God among the Israelites?

Even 200 years later, under the most unGodly king to rule Israel
up to that point, that is, under Ahab (around 860 B.C.), the kings
of Israel were known to exercise "mercy” (1 Kings 20:31), that is,
hkesed or the perfect design of God for relationships. Benhadad,
the king of Syria, lost momentously against Israel's trivial army.
His army was no longer an army but a handful of scattered, fugitive
men. His servants that remained then wisely requested that he
take the following course of action: go to King Ahab in humility
because "we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are
merciful kings (lit. kings of Akesed)...." So,Israel, with the influence
of the revelation of God in her hands and mouth, was ever giving
testimony to the God who exists, even in her worst times. Even
it her populace grew corrupt, the Creator God reserved a core
of human beings firm to Himself, knowers and keepers of truth, salt in the
midst of the corruption and light in the midst of the darkness. The influence of
the Creator's absolutely firm truth upon the nations of the world through the
Hebrew people cannot be measured but its influence can be perceived, and the
alphabet is one such influence.

Concerning the names of the alphabet, whether they were originally called by
these names or not is not known.

Some introductory points about the Hebrew alphabet:

0 The Hebrew alphabet is written from right to left:

%

an TITY 121 LAY aRTY vy

T d

Since this is the case, the beginning of a Hebrew Bible is what English speakers
would think of as the back of the book. 4
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¢ 'The ancient Hebrew alphabet has 22 consonants.

'The vowels are visualized in a system of points and lines added to the consonants
— under, after, and above them.

(Everything other than the consonants is called "pointing.")

'The following four letters form the word "righteousness" in Hebrew.

I8

‘ I ‘: 3 Consonants + Vowel signs

T T *©

Another example of a word without vowels and then with vowels (from the
word meaning "a pillar", pronounced Om'NAH, with a long "o" sound at the

beginning):
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1IN

vowel signs

‘ I JD x Consonants + Vowel signs
T =

0 Hebrew does not have capital letters and lowercase letters like English does, such as "A" and "a"
¢ All alphabetic writing in the world came from Hebrew. (!) See the next point for illustrations of English from Hebrew
0 Hebrew font styles changed through time.

A change in font or script does not equal a change in letters or meaning! Look
at the following four sentences in English to see how the fonts change but not
the alphabet or the meaning

A@M/té be ate but lyed to be 930

Adam died the day he ate but lived to be 930

Adam died the day he ate but lived to be 930

Adam died the doy he ate but Unved to- be 930
These four sentences are identical in letters and meaning, only the shapes of
the letters changed (*see BeLow). Similarly, the form of the Hebrew letters has

changed over time, but, importantly, their meaning and identity has not changed
one jot.

In its earliest form, the Hebrew letters were written in a script now often called
"paleo-Hebrew," apparently used from Adam until sometime after the Israelites

came back from the Babylonion captivity. At that point, they started using what 6
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is called the "square script." Here is an Aleph (the first letter of the Hebrew
alphabet) in paleo-Hebrew and in square script:

Paleo-Hebrew: Square-script Hebrew: ( )

Notice the Paleo-Hebrew shape is the basis of the English "A":

7D<

Consider how different the following four a's look from one another in English:

A
a
a
A

Each the same letter
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'To someone whose background is entirely foreign to English, these four different
shapes all representing the exact same letter would be quite confusing. Yet,
native English speakers are so used to the representation of letters in different
font styles that hardly a thought is given to the notable differences between
different representations of the same letters. How long does it take your mind
to read the following words?

"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."

As different as that font is from the one you are now reading, a literate English
speaker can easily read both without thinking about it.

Often, Hebrew resources will use language that causes readers to think that
"paleo-Hebrew" is a different alphabet than "square-script Hebrew" or "modern
Hebrew," but the difference between them equal the difference between a
change of font.

B§ ENGLISHLETTERS 2,800 YEARS AGO

In 1868, a surprising discovery was made in the land of ancient Moab. (The
Moabites were both relatives and geographic neighbors of the Israelites, though
the relationship between these two nations was often marred by hostility.) The
discovery was an exquisitely preserved memorial stone, commissioned by
one of the kings of Moab. The name of this king? King Mesha (pronounced
"Mae-shah"). Elisha not only lived and served the God-who-exists in close
proximity to this king but prophesied of his defeat: King Jehoshaphat and his
coalition would defeat the Moabites by God's power.5e 2 Kings chapter 3) "They did,
indeed, go on to fulfill every detail of the prophecy, including filling the best
fields of Moab with rocks. They would have taken even the city in which King
Mesha himself was taking refuge, but the wicked king took his firstborn son
who was in line to be king after his father and, in the middle of the battle,
sacrificed him on the fortification wall of the city, in sight of the Israeli enemy
fighters. Upon this act, the Israelite coalition turned away and went home.

This stone became known "the Moabite Stone" as well as "the Mesha Stele,"
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being commissioned by King Mesha himself. Not only was the discovered stone
an external testimony to Biblical times and people but also to its language and
writing. Though this stone is written in the Moabite language and letters, it
is the same language as Hebrew and the same alphabet as Hebrew, for the
Moabites spoke and wrote Hebrew, being relatives of Abraham, through Lot.

(first three lines)

an . oxy . yby 1rwyy  bo 0wy yhx 1

ywla oxy Lo yly . mox | mhgm
7hy 7 hxe P

XN PYOR . HOX | TOX AKX . T 3

The Moabite Stone ("Mesha Stele’)

The following illustration shows how a number of English letters are directly
represented in just the first three lines of the Moabite Stone:

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Note that even after 2800 years of tumultuous earth history and more than
one change of language and geography, even the shapes of numerous English
letters appear clearly in this ancient Hebrew/Moabite script. Yet, throughout
the following 800 years after the Mesha Stele was engraved, the Hebrew script
changed forms slightly. If other records are taken into account, most or all
of the shapes of the English alphabet letters are clearly seen in the scripts of

the Hebrew alphabet. To give one example of this, compare the square script
Hebrew Q with the English Q_in the following depiction:

P Q

10
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Further, the paleo-Hebrew Q_was the source of the English capital Q _(see the

chart below for an example).*

.¥I[—(-UJAA~D'A'
¥YISWOoOm>
NX»2005 3~
N4xnpozXr

* Comparison of Moabite and English from the book "The Moabite Stone" by Compston, 1919, p. 30

11

4 Later, the student will see that not only the shapes but the order of the English alphabet lines up neatly with Hebrew. Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



The Paleo-Leviticus Scroll

The following scroll was found in a Qumran cave (cave 11) in the 1956.° The
scroll is around 3 feet long, containing sections of Leviticus 22-27.% In the latter
half of the 20th century, it was assigned a date of around 100 B.C. through a
comparison with Jewish scripts on ancient coins.” Thus, the scroll was copied
down some 600 years after the Moabite Stone. Its script is that of the older,
"paleo" Hebrew form.

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleo-Hebrew_Leviticus_scroll

6 MATHEWS, K. A. "The Leviticus Scroll (11QpaleoLev) and the Text of the Hebrew Bible." The Catholic Biblical Quarterly 48, no. 2 (1986): 171-207. Accessed June 27,
2020. www.jstor.org/stable/43717168.

7 Ibid.

8 CCO Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International license - Permission for use given by Israel Antiquities Authority: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleo-Hebrew_Leviticus_

scroll#/media/File:11QpaleoLev_-_Qumran_Cave_11.jpg
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Closeup of the 4th column:

o

T R

Notice that the scribe inscribed straight lines across the leather. This was (and
is) the common scribal practice. These were inscribed before writing the letters

of the text, which "hang" from the line.

Origin of the Names of the Letters

Though the assumption is often repeated that the alphabet originated with the
Phoenicians (i.e., Canaanites) and that through them the Hebrews obtained
the alphabet, Biblical students should know firmly that such an idea is an
assumption. 'This assumption does not rely upon the absolute truth of Scripture

13
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as its foundation, does not account for the fact that the Hebrew language was
used by Shem, Ham, and Japheth before Babel and, therefore, predated all other
languages that were subsequently created from it (both SPemitic languages and
non-Shemitic languages). Rather, it assumes a primitive origin of language
and writing, not primitive in time but primitive in nature. Accordingly, this
framework portrays the names of the Hebrew alphabet as representing an earlier,
unsophisticated stage of development when each letter was not a letter but a
crude picture. Itis assumed, on the basis of this developmental framework, that
the pictures were developed into letters over time.’

Many scholars today seek to promote the idea that the alphabet was developed
out of pictographs, mirroring the simple-to-complex ascent of evolution. Not
only is this idea in error, the error is further compounded by what people do
with this error. (All ideas produce their own conclusions.) Many build on
the error by seeking to convert each Hebrew letter into a basic pictographic
meaning, as if each letter has a whole conceptual meaning that becomes part of
the word that it spells. For example, the word D'I)‘;IW What could its meaning
be, if each letter is taken as an entire concept? In this case, the first letter is said
to represent "teeth” which in turn represents "destroy"; the second letter is said
to have represented a staft in pictographic writing, which in turn represents
"authority"; the third letter to represent "nail," which gives birth to the idea of
"attach," and the last letter represents "water," which yields the idea of "chaos.'®"
Using this exact through process the word D{%W is interpreted as "destroying
the authority attached to chaos" in one Hebrew grammar.'’ This erroneous
definition is arrived at by building on the false assumption that each letter has

9 Of the resemblance of certain hieroglyphic letters with the Hebrew (S"emitic) alphabet, Diringer insightfully wrote, "On the whole it may be said that the Egyptian symbols
were so numerous, 604 without the ligatures and numbers, and many of them had some variants, that accidental resemblances to some of them are to be expected.” He then went on to
add, "Apart from many other considerations, I am unable to believe that if the alphabet had originated in Egypt, the Egyptians would have continued to use—for so many centuries—
their old and extremely complicated writing. Furthermore, even if we make all possible allowances for the conservatism of the Egyptians, we still cannot understand why they did not
use their own alphabet when, centuries after the introduction of the alphabet, they found it necessary to simplify the hieroglyphic and hieratic scripts. They preferred to create the
demotic script, which therefore had no special tradition to bolster it up as had the hieroglyphic and hieratic scripts.” The Alphabet, a key to the history of mankind by David Diringer p.
196-197 Munshiram Manoharal Publishers Pvt. Ltd. New Dheli, 1996

10 More evolutionary ideas are seen in "water" being equated with "chaos." While God did identify the earliest state of the earth's existence as "waters," these "waters” were in no
way "chaotic." Rather, all that God created then and later stood under the submissive order in which He created it.

11 Hebrew With Joy! by Joy Carroll, p. 23,2019 SimkhaPress 14
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a distinct concept that it pictographically inherited. This is akin to assigning a
meaning to each of the letters in the English word "hope" and concluding that
"hope" means "lying so low that nothing hurts you" in the English language.
'The subjective, humanistic foundation of this approach should be self-evident
to all those who know God.

Even a researcher such as David Diringer stated concerning the letters of the
Shemitic alphabet, the parent of all alphabets: "...there is no clear evidence that
the symbols were originally pictographic, that the letter aleph was an 'ox's head
on its side'; the beth a 'house', the gimel a 'camel’, and so on." He then added,
"The adoption of the names was, it seems, an artificial, mnemotechnic device,
similar to those of modern ABC-books for children, in which—of course,
independently of the form of the letter— stands for 'aoroplane' or 'acorn' or
‘apple'; B for 'bunny’ or 'bee’ or 'butterfly’; C for 'cat' or 'coat’ or 'candy.""?

Since secularity displaced the Word of God as the interpretive framework for
knowledge in much of western scholarship, the quest for the origins of the
alphabet has been guided by a rejection of the Creator and a rejection of the
ancient history of the world as He described it. This secular framework has
taken on an appearance of being based strictly upon evidence while, in truth,
being based strictly on secularity. It's one unchangeable truth is that the Bible
is not to be relied upon as the Word of God. Producing ignorance that appears
knowledgable is one of its normal outcomes. And the true "advances" of which
it boasts are often facts that were known for thousands of years from the Biblical
record.

One example of such a fact is the use of the alphabet in Israel at the end
of the second millennium (and before). Only after the Gezer calendar was
discovered in 1908 in Israel (dated to the 11th or 10th centuries B.C.) did
secular scholarship begin acknowledging the use of alphabetic writing in Israel
at that time. Yet, the simple fact that David and others structured numerous
psalms® around the alphabet would have saved the world the destructive years
of doubt that it underwent concerning Israel's relationship to the alphabet at

12 The Story of the Aleph Beth by David Diringer, p. 39-40 published by Thomas Yoseloff 1960, emphasis added

13 Ps. 9, 10,25, 34,37, 111, 112, 119, 145; Solomon also structured his the wisdom of the virtuous woman around the alphabet (Pro. 31:10-31). Jeremiah did so with his 15
messages in Lamentations (1,2, 3, and 4).
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that time, or previous times. It is not the discovery of the warn, untidy writing
on this calendar that proves definitively that Israel had the alphabet at that time
in history but the Word of God which does so. Yet, to the humanist, that is,
to the one who trusts his own heart and mind, whatever he sees with his own
eyes is reality, even if he is blind and sees nothing because of it. He refuses to
validate what God has spoken. Even if he sees with his dim sight that God has,
indeed, described reality as it is, he must find another source of validity for that
accurate description. Otherwise, he gives God credit for reality, making God
real, making himself dreadfully accountable for both denying Him the glory of
His reality and of living in defiance of His design for life.

Of all the places in the world, from which one of them did the alphabet arise?
David Diringer's words are worthy of careful attention:

At any rate, it must be said that the great achievement of the invention
[of the alphabet] was not the creation of the signs. It lies in the
adoption of a purely alphabetic system, which, moreover, denoted
each sound by one sign only. For this achievement, simple as it zow
seems to us, the inventor, or the inventors are to be ranked among
the greatest benefactors of mankind. No other people in the world
has been able to develop a true alphabetic writing. The more or less
civilized peoples of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Crete, Asia Minor, Indus
Valley, China, Central America, reached an advanced stage in the
history of writing, but could not get beyond the transitional stage. A
few people (the ancient Cypriotes, the Japanese and others), developed
a syllabary. But only the Syro-Palestinian Semites produced a genius
who created the alphabetic writing, from which have descended all
past and present alphabets.

Each civilization would modify its script and time might make its
relation to some of its near relatives quite unrecognizable. Thus, the
Brahmi, the great mother-script of India, the Korean alphabet, the
Mongolian scripts are derived from the same source as the Greek,
the Latin, the Runic, the Hebrew, the Arabic, the Russian alphabets,
although it is practically impossible for a layman to see a real
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resemblance between them.™

As seen in Diringer's statement, only one alphabet exists in the entire world;
all other alphabets are derivations of this original alphabet. A single original
alphabet. 'This is the foundational alphabet, the one that is the rock from which
all other alphabetic writing has been chipped oft. While each people group that
adopted it ornamented it in unique ways, each of their writing systems was an
adaptation of that original, singular, alphabetic writing system. I# was a gift that
they received, yet neglecting to give credit to the Giver.

While the origin of the alphabet undoubtedly leads back to Adam himself; it
unquestionably circumvented the confusion of Babel by its presence among the
Godly and faithful men who refused to rebel, such as Noah and Shem. They
carried forward this bedrock of written communication, the original and primary
alphabet. Even Diringer's finger was outstretched at Shem, stating that the
alphabet's source is among the Semitic people. (He used the term "Semitic,"
which is actually an English spelling of "Shemitic," denoting Shem's lineage.
Shem lived approximately 200 years of his life before the confusion of Babel,
200 years under global, Hebrew monolingualism.) Diringer also pointed out the
land that God promised to the Hebrews as the source of the alphabet: "Syro-
Palestinian."

Nothing is indicated in the account of Babel that God gave a writing system
to any of the nations that lost the original language. This would have left the
speakers of the new languages at Babel with only three options: go without an
alphabet, borrow from the original one and adopt it to their new language, or
invent a man-made system of writing (such as pictographic, syllabographic,
logographic, etc.). These are the three events observed in the history of languages
around the world.

A recent discovery reinforces the Creator's intent that all men might come to
know Him through the written revelation of His Word, certainly an aspect of
n . . n . .

the light that lighteth every man." It was discovered in late 2020 by researchers

14

The Alphabet: a key to the history of mankind by Diringer, p. 216-217, published 1996 by Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi. Bold emphasis mine.
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at Ohio State University that an area of the brain is preconditioned, a# birzh, to
recognize written letters. This area of the brain is called the "visual word form
area" (VWFA). Researchers studied this area of the brain in infants and came to
a remarkable discovery. One statement from the lead researcher, Zeynep Saygin,
should be read with an emphasis on each word: ""The VWFA is specialized to
see words even before we're exposed to them.""® It is specialized... to see words.
'The surprising fact in this case is not that the brain is preconditioned to use or
understand words but to see them. The Creator who "specialized" this area of
the brain is the One who gave His Word in written format. This is not a mark
of evolution but the glory of the Creator's original design for man, a design
unquestionably present from the beginning, from Adam, and present in His
brain from his creation and present in the brain of his firstborn son, Cain (r[?),

from birth.

In short, the human body itself unveils the Creator's desire for all men to read.
It also intersects with the fact that the discoveries of alphabetic writing continue
to push the date of its origin further and further back in human history. Is it
any wonder that wherever His messangers go, reading and writing arise? Is it
any wonder that "alphabet follows religion" is a epitaph of the history of the
alphabet?'

How is it that believers have adopted such an upside down view of the history of
writing, thinking along with the evolutionist that writing was a later development
in history? Just as they have done with the Law of God, they have done with
writing. The Law is viewed originating with Moses in the 15th century B.C.,
although Abraham was keeping God's Laws 500 years before Moses (Gen. 26:5).
Even the Laws of clean and unclean animals were known from the most ancient
times by God's people. For example, 1,000 years before Moses, Noah was told
by God to take a different number of clean animals on the ark than unclean.
Further, since even the Gentiles show the work of the Law written in their heart,
the Law is part of man's nature, part of the image of God in which he was made.

15

16

Humans are born with brains ‘prewired’ to see words by Jeff Grabmeier Oct. 22, 2020 https://news.osu.edu/humans-are-born-with-brains-prewired-to-see-words/, accessed
2020-12-30
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'Thus, man's knowledge of the Law preceded Moses, going back to the original
man Adam. Cain did not need Moses to know that killing his brother was
wrong. God had given the knowledge of His great and perfect nature from the
beginning and that knowledge was and is the Law.

Just as believers have assumed without searching that the Law came into existence
with Moses, though it existed in nature from the beginning, so they have assumed
that alphabetic writing came into existence at some later, unknown date—after
Babel—over two thousand years after creation. Yet, similar to the Law, as far
back as man can look, the alphabet is there, either outspoken or hinted at.

While many think of Adam as merely "the first man"—as in "the first of many"—
this conception of him is not sufficiently accurate or weighty. God did not merely
make Adam as a common human, a first of a series, as in an assembly-line sense.
While all fathered humans took on the nature of Adam, none but Christ took
on the position of Adam, for in creating Adam God gave Adam a position of
authority, privilege, and responsibility unparalleled by his descendants, except,
again, by Christ. If not for the fall, Adam would have been the human father-of-
humanity, present in all subsequent generations, overseeing their development in
the wisdom and design of God. Apart from the fall, he would have never taken
credit or glory from God, but his dominion would have been one in perfect
accord with the transcendent dominion of the Creator Himself. It was for this

role of being the founding father of the world and its standing human educator
and leader that God built Adam.

Thus, the ruin of Adam was the ruin of all, the loss of correct nature and correct
leadership. He died and left the world in that shifting state of ever looking for
a head, a guide, a leader to follow, and, to God's great praise, that place has been
tulfilled in Christ, the great Head of all mankind!

With the words "let him have dominion over...." God invested in Adam the full
privilege and responsibility of overseeing the world and its development under
God. And with those words God blessed Adam with all the abilities he would
need to fulfill that lofty role. This dominion was eternal until Adam violated
God's design, losing his place and its power (Hebrews 2).

19
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Not only was he built for this purpose physically but his intellect was fused
with an accurate spiritual comprehension. Thus, God gifted to Adam all things
that his role would require of him on earth. Unlike all subsequent generations,
Adam's initial knowledge and mindset came from Christ directly, without input
by Adam or any other human. His initial knowledge, then, was flawless, for what

he knew he knew by God's direct gift.

'Thus, Adam was given a role, a position, a function which no other human could
tulfill, except truly another Adam. As patriarch of the nations, he would set their
course, both by giving them his nature but also by giving them his knowledge.

By the time Adam died, among the industries established were metallurgy,
animal husbandry, and musicology. Cities were built. Only one generation later,
Noah would build a boat the size of a modern ocean-liner that would survive a
year of tumultuous tsunamis and seas. Could men do all of these things...but not
write? Immediately after Babel humans of all types were not only writing back
and forth but had systems in place to translate the writings of other languages.

Concerning Adam, all subsequent humans who would need to be raised from
helpless infancy to adulthood, but he was fully developed from inception. They
would require parental guides and caretakers. They would require humans to
minister the wisdom of God to them. Adam, on the other hand, was freely given
the complete measure of wisdom he needed to fulfill every function God had
committed to him on earth. Again, all that he knew initially, he knew accurately,
because the entirety of his knowledge was given him by God.

Due to his singular role, Adam had a need to write in order to teach this skill
to mankind accurately, as well as to disseminate the truth far and wide among
humanity. (With or without the fall this need existed.) Even before the fall, that
is, even in a perfect state, God designed man to need information, to need to be
taught the truth. How much more after the fall?! (Such as to correct the errors
of his son Cain and the unGodly civilization which he started.)

While many other points have been left out that show the early existence of the

alphabet, the above points are sufficient for a brief introduction to this fact.

20
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CHAPTER 1
Consonantal Alphabet and Vowels

Section i @

Overview

* Vowels

* Consonantal Alphabet ! > wm w Consonants
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1.1§ The Hebrew Alphabet

N

Aeh TN

Beth

Gimel ‘7 D ":-l
Daleth [ {7 —Tf

Hey

Waw

Zayin

Hketh

Teth

Yod

Kaph

Kaph
final

N3

i
1

11
o
oo
77
=
=

Lamed n?

Mem

on

Always silent, sometimes a glottal stop, as

«_»

a”in “apple” can be

English “b” or “v” (pronounced with the lips
instead of the teeth)

English “g” or “gh” (light “g” sound)
English “d”
English “h”

«_»

English “w” (not “v”)
English “z”

Same as “ﬂ” above, except the back of the
tongue closes roughly and briefly

English “t”
“.»

English “y

English “k” or “kh” (softer “k”)
English “k” or “kh” (softer “k”)

English “I”

«_»

English “m’

W v O — Y DO

— W _

g

Mem
final

Nun

Nun
final

Samek

Ayin

Pe

Pe final

Tsade

Tsade
final

Qoph

Resh

Sin

Shin

Taw

TR0

o
174

174

Iy
N2
ND
s
s
TP
w7
1K
K
L2

English "m"

English "n"

Engish "n"

English "s"

Slight closure of the throat, as in the "nc"
sound in "unction" but slight further back

English "p" and "ph"

English "p" and "ph"

English "ts" combination, as in "pits"

English "ts" combination, as in "pits"

Hard "q," as in "Iraq"

Pronounced in the back of the mouth

(upper throat), similar to a Russian "r

English "s"

English "sh"

English "t" or "th"

* Letters in red are the final form, the shape the letter takes when at the end

of a word
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Proverbs 31:10-31

Alphabetic Structure in Hebrew
TN DPIAN PR RN N DMTNYR

o &7 Yowi mpva 3 A3 nva
e 55 pRmRoY ato annhn;

192 PENA WORI OWD WY MY,

:ARNY NN PrRR o niIR Ny

:nwI7 PRY ARG 970 1M 77 TiY2 | opm
1072 [wv;] po3 83 a0 nnpm ATY N
TPDIYIT PRRAT 1I0A 1Y 1N

i3 [n221[2] 792 na2 Ny Ao aiva Ny

1729 120R 837 7iYaa NnYw 1T

zvm‘v 1n‘7w | uu’v niyno ne3

DY W -m’:-’vn "3 J‘7wn -m’:‘v m’n-x‘v
Y 1IN WY Ah Y DI
TPIRTIPITDD P2V Aop3 0pYa P
23p32% 7N SNt "2nm nny 7o
:7innR oPh prvel Awiah aTmed
:A21WH5p TN NRaNa Anna oo
Snxn rz‘7 m‘mz Dn‘m nna m:"v-l iy
1‘7’71*1 1'7:1: DIWRYY 173 0D

oy by n*';s; nRY ‘771;! W niia nian
97000 807 NN PN 910 53 117 RY
LWL DRI MY T 180 AU

24

e U Z

+ G d 4 o

U JIJdJ KT dLD Uy
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1.2 § Letters Easily Confused

'The following chart highlights letters that are often confused by beginning Hebrew students:

Gimmel Nun Daleth Resh Hey Hketh Sin

J ) N b 1T s,
7 7

Tittle Tittle

Waw Nun

33

Samech  Final Mem Kaph Beth

o8 23

Daleth Final Kaph

T

Final Tsade Tsade  Ayin

a3

Shin.
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1.3 § Final Form Letters

Five Hebrew letters have a "final form." Their form changes when they are at
the end of a word. For example, the letter J becomes I at the end of a word.
Consider this Hebrew verb: ID; - both the first and last letters of this word
are nun's. The Hebrew language contains the following 5 letters that take a final

form at the end of a word:

mem

pe

fsade

U «w U O
|

kaph

|

nun

|
— _ —~ 3 D

All final forms

BTT
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1.4§ NI T2 Letters

Six letters, called the degad kephath ﬂ‘.:D 7}: letters, are grouped together,
for they are unique, having both a soft and hard pronunciation. This group
of letters is made up of beth, gimmel, daleth, kaph, pe, tau - No9>27212
To remember and refer to these letters, they are simply read as if they were a
single word: DQD 7}3 (pronounced &gad kphath). The ﬂ‘.:JD 7}: letters
with a dot in them, called a daghesh lene (]7|? le)” are hard. Thus, 2 would
be pronounced as a “b” sound, while 2 without the daghesh lene (]7|? Wl:f),
would be pronounced as a soft “b”, basically becoming an English “v.” 'Thus, the
following letters are pronounced with the hard pronunciation: [1 8 2 7 A 2.
These are the only letters that can take a daghesh lene (]7|? WJZ), the effect of
which is, again, to indicate that the letter is hard. The ﬂ‘.:D 7}3 letters with

their respective pronunciations:

17

le means "piercing” and bl? le means "light [not heavy] piercing”)
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" b"

1J

i . n

Rey
(o)

Ild n

i |

" kII

U W

- P

0 |
<

~+
I

Rule for softening of a n QD 73: letter:

Now, the question comes, when is a ﬂ‘.:JD 7}3 letter hard and when is it soft?
A letter is normally hard, unless it is affected by a preceding sound, namely, a
vowel sound. If the last sound pronounced was a vowel sound (which is a soft

sound), a DQD 7}3 letter will also be soft. Thus, the DQD 7}3 letters have

the characteristic of blending in with vowel sounds that immediately precede

them.s

g U U 1 > U

a“y n

IIg h"

Ild n

IIkhII

Ilph"

llthll

Pronounced with the two lips

Pronounced as a “g” but with air allowed
to flow, creating a soft “gh” sound

Pronounced “dh,” by slightly flattening
the front of the tongue on the roof of the
mouth just behind the front teeth

(a“k"that does not fully close)

English “ph” sound, but pronounced with
both lips touching

“th” as in the English word “the”

18 The two vertical dots under the shin in the 4th example (Eschol) are called a "sh 4" and will be learned in the following lessons 27
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" "y 4 Since nothing is influencing the sound
1 : of this beth, it defaults to a hard “b”
sound - &’om

[ 5 'This beth is soft because it is preceded

by a vowel sound: /dv

4 , .
afe 5 Here, 2 is soft, because it is preceded

= 1 immediately by a vowel sound.

’
5: wx Here, 2 is hard, because it is preceded
: - immediately by a stop, a non-vowel

sound: Eshcol

Ly Here, D is soft. Though it is not
55 &5 :

preceded immediately by a vowel, it is
by a vowel sound: lo chol

1.5§ The Hebrew Vowel System

Vowels in the Hebrew writing system were communicated by a designed set of
points and lines situated around the consonants. None of the early manuscripts
in existence (pre-A.D. 300) contain the vowel points, including the 3rd-5th

century Ain Gedi Leviticus scroll with its astonishing story of recovery in recent
28
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times. Yet, this fact by itself does not negate the existence of the presence of the
written vowel points even from the earliest times. It is enough to say that the
Jews and Christians all the way up until the 16th century unanimously held to

the vowel points being original and not a later invention.

Israel, with its immense, golden temple complex around which Christ gave much
of His revelation in word and deed as a man, was destroyed in a tumultuous war
with the Romans, ending in 70 A.D. The hardened Jews were exiled from their
promised land. (Money and humans captured in Jerusalem were used by the
Romans to build the Roman Colosseum, which stands to this day as a testimony
of what God said would happen to the Jews if they departed from His blessing
and protection, e.g., Dt. 28-31)

Approximately two generations later, the Jews returned in ferocious anger,
waging a war that became known as the "Bar Kokhba Revolt" (A.D. 132-136).
Bar Kokhba exalted himself as the Messiah, the Christ, and led a haughty-
headed rebellion against Rome in which the Jews expertly used complex tunnel
systems to appear, strike, and disappear. The Romans faced unusual difficulty in
overcoming them. Yet, without God's help, the courage, stamina, and military
wisdom of the Jews only turned to their greater hurt, ending in 580,000 Jews
being slaughtered (with untold numbers dying of starvation and disease) or
enslaved and the nation entombed in an exile that would surpass all others. This
tragedy sealed the beginning of 1800 years of fear and turmoil. Every word of
God's solemn and gracious warnings in Leviticus 26:14-46 (1446 B.C.) and
Deuteronomy 28-32 (1406 B.C.) were fulfilled in these intervening years after
they rejected their Creator, beginning with the summary words in Deuteronomy,
"Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou
goest out" (28:19 in Hebrew) and ending with the haunting announcement that

they would not even be desired as slaves by the other nations: "...and no man
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shall buy you" (28:68).

View from Bar-Kokhba's Cave hideout

As the Jews plodded into hundreds of years of national exile and faced such
unprecedented struggles for survival, the tongue of the Jews began to blend
with the tongues of their host nations. The precious Hebrew language became a
book-langauge, largely drying out from the mouths of the common speakers. In
the midst of this, the Jews continued to firmly do one thing God had committed
to them to do: ensure the reliable transfer of the text of the Old Testament to
subsequent generations. During the second half of the first millinum, Jewish

scribal masters—known as Massoretes, i 1 1 1@/ 1 ’{75] ——documented with

exacting precision both the consonants and the vowels of each word in the Text.

'The following chart documents the vowel system that is the conventional system

for faithfully preserving the vowels of the Text:

19 CCO Attribution-ShareAlike International license: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Cave_of_Letters_(2).jpg 30
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A s
E cass
I class
O dlass

U class

Vowel Signs

Short Long

pathaq TN®

T

- segol e as “edit” ?
hiriq "
qamets . .
hatuph 2101 PRR “0”in “october” ]

T

. qabuts i as “put” 1

gamets [¢AIE)

sere/sere yod =~ "X

hireq yod T PN
holem waw (1) ,
holem Dz.?“-l
shuriq pmw

g as «alln

a as “eight”
iand y blend to
¢ as “meet”

é as “october”

7 as “chute”

Each of these basic vowels have a short and a long form. Some of these vowels

become blended and, therefore, combined with consonants, such as Aireg yod or

holem waw, as seen above. Other vowel-consonant combinations often include

hey and yod due to the weak sound of these consonants.

Vowel-Consonant Blends

Description

S1a10 170 " in each of these cases the /ey is silent.
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S| ] in each of these cases the yod becomes part of
’ ’ the sound of the vowel preceding it.

The pronunciation of each of the above blends essentially follows that of the
vowel, with only slight influence—if any—coming from the consonant. The
reason should be clear: Aey is a weak letter that naturally blends with the vowel
that precedes it, just as the "h" in the word "shah" in English loses its distinct

sound and blends with the vowel that precedes it (same as the last "h" in "ooh"

or "hah" or "hurrah").

'Thus, whenever hey closes a syllable (see section on "Syllables’), it is silent. Likewise,
yod is a weak letter whose sound naturally blends with the vowels that precede
it. So, for example, the vowel sere () and the vowel sere-yod (* ) give the
same sound. 'The combination Airig-yod € _ ), however, yields a long "e" sound,

as in "feet."

Some of the vowel letters in the basic vowel chart above have a fuller form and
a reduced form.? This is seen in the long "o" vowel, the holem. Several Hebrew
long vowels could also be written in an abbreviated form (reduced form). For
example, the reduced form of the holem-waw is the holem. At times the holem
takes a waw (holem-waw) and at times it is written without the waw. In both
cases, the value and pronunciation are the same. The following word is a Hebrew
negator ("no" or "not") and illustrates the full and reduced forms of the Aolem:
N'l and Nb In both cases it is pronounced "16" and in both cases it means

n n n n
no or not.

Long Vowels and Their Reduced Forms

20

The reduced form is mistermed "defective form" or "defective writing" in many grammars
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q (sburig) becomes (qa[zbuts)
) (holem waw) becomes  (holem)

7 (birig yod) becomes (hiriq)

Now, to avoid confusion, how is a 1 with a dagesh € distinguished from a shurig
)2 They are identical in form. The difference will be known from the fact
that when this form is actually a waw, it will have its own vowel or a sh'wa (see
section on sh‘was). When acting as a consonant, it will be pronounced with the

regular waw pronunciation.
Some examples of waw consonants that look like the vowel shurriq
ﬂlE - has its own vowel
R |7 - has its own vowel (a shurrig)
mS_J’ - has its own vowel
’ENW - has a sh'wa (and the consonant before it has its own vowel)
’ﬂ’W/ - has its own vowel

nn

Now, another matter of confusion is the visually-identical gamers (long "a

nn

and the gamets hkatuph (short "o") . How to distinguish between them will be

learned in the section covering syllables.

One other minor point: when siz is followed by a Aolemn, the dot from the sin

sometimes combines with the holem: I/ — + W/
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CHAPTER?2
Breaking Down Words

(Gen. 22:18)

Section
Overview

3 2
Syllables — N A

Daghesh Forte 1: W : n n gutterals
= T . *

Gutterals
Sh'wa
Composite Sh'wa daghesh

composite
)
sh'wa

sh’'wa

lene
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2.1§ Syllables

N 5 J wT All of these are consonants

1 All of these are vowels

D 1 5 w The combination of these in specific arrangements produces words
T

D 1 5 w Each word 1s made up of syllables, specific groups of consonants and vowels
T

; 1
015 1Y

?

Each vowel marks a syllable. To count the syllables in a Hebrew word, simply count the vowels.

2
=il

LS

~___ The first syllable is an open syllable

The second syllable 1s a closed syllable because the mem
closes it.
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A word does not have to end in a consonant (closed syllable). It can end in a

vowel (open syllable).

Now, when the consonants are represented by the letter C and vowels by

the letter V, the Hebrew consonant-vowel pattern can be represented by the

tollowing two groupings: CVor CVC

Examples

4 Consonant -~~~

“->Consonant---"""

In summary

1. There are only as many syllables in a word as there are vowels and vocal sh'was (See "The Simple .y
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Sh'wa" below)
2. Two syllable options: Open and Closed
3. Every syllable begins with a consonant

4. Ifasyllable ends in a consonant, it is closed.

If a syllable ends in a vowel, it is open.

These syllables are represented as CVC or CV. (C stands for consonant and V for vowel.) Thus, CVC rep-
resents a closed syallable and CV represents an open syllable.

5. A closed, unaccented syllable must have a short vowel

This last rule explains how to tell the difference between a gamets and a gamets hkatuph. Only a
gamets bkatuph (short vowel) can stand in closed, unaccented syllable. So, in the following case, the
gamets under the aleph is a gamets hkatuph: ﬂ?:g (the first syllable of the word is closed and unac-
cented).

6. Finer rules that are not necessary to learn at this time are included in the footnote below.*

2.2 § Daghesh Forte (177 W37)

To review, the daghesh lene (,7|? le) only occurs in a DQD 73: letter. Its

function is to show that the pronunciation of its letter is hard (its default state),

such as the bezh in 55:7; (the word meaning "owner" or "husband" and the

21 A word may end in an open or closed syllable, as represented by these two words: Q W ("there") and :I 73 W ("the Name of you" Ps. 83:19 in Hebrew)

A closed, accented syllable may have either a long or short vowel but prefers a long vowel

An open syllable immediately before the accented syllable requires a long vowel

37

In other cases, an open, accented syllable prefers a short vowel
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name of the false god "Baal").

Another daghesh (le) also exists in Hebrew and appears identical to the
daghesh lene (b|? le) 'The other daghesh (le) is a daghesh forte (le
PIU) This daghesh doubles the letter in which it is found.

Daghesh lene (17|? Wl?) - hardens
Daghesh forte (P17 37) - doubles

How are they distinguished, since they look identical? By the following two
rules:

* A dagheshlene (]7|? le) only occurs in a ﬂ‘.:)D 7}3 letter.

 Ifadaghesh (Wl?) follows a vowel or vowel sound, it must be a daghesh forte (PIU Wl

A daghesh forte (PIU le) can occur in a ﬂ‘QD 7}: letter, so the first rule
is not sufficient by itself to determine whether a daghesh is lene or forte. The
second rule helps identify a daghesh forte (PIU le) when it occurs in a 7}3
ﬂ‘QD letter.

NOTE: The student should take a daghesh as a lene unless it is not in a 7}3

n‘.:D letter or it is in one but preceded by a vowel or vowel sound.

Consider the following example. How can you be certain that this daghesh is
not the daghesh lene (]7|? WJE)P

7).

38
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'The daghesh in the lamed is not a daghesh lene (b|? le) because the daghesh
lene (b|? le) only occurs in ﬂ@D 7}: letters. Lamed is not one of the
NQD 7}3 letters.

The letter 17, with a daghesh forte (PIU Wl7), is, in fact, two letters: 1717

555

Again, this daghesh cannot be a daghesh lene (77|? Wl?), because it is not in a
ﬂ‘.:)D 7}: letter. Yet, a daghesh forte (PIU Wl?) can occur in a ﬂQD 7}:
letter. In that case, how is the difference between them known? By the simple

rule of the ﬂQD 7}3 letters: daghesh lene (77|? Wl?) will not follow a soft
(vowel) sound. Consider the daghesh in the following word:

wTPR;

'The daghesh must be a daghesh forte (PIU le), although itisina DQD 7}3
letter (i.e., a daleth), for it follows the soft sound of the pathag. Dagesh lene's
(]7|? le) do not follow soft (vowel) sounds.

2.3 § Gutturals

A guttural is a consonant that is pronounced toward or in the throat. Due to the
way they are pronounced, the gutturals introduce a large number of alterations

to normal vowel patterns. These alterations will be learned along the way.

Four gutturals exist in Hebrew YT aN- aleph, hey, hketh, ayen). One other 39
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consonant (1 - 7esh) regularly takes on characteristics like a guttural

Gutterals

0+ DR

Characteristics of the gutturals

* Cannot take a le (forte or lene)
*  Prefer pathag under and before them

+  Cannot take a simple vocal sh'wa (see next section); rather, they
take composite sh‘was (see below) when a vocal sh‘wa is needed.

2.4 § The Simple $h'wa

Sh’'wa

22 This is due to the way the resh is formed in the mouth, tending to have guttural characteristics by involving the back of the tongue in pronunciation, rather than the front of

the tongue as the English " does.
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'The shwa ( le is the symbol under the above aleph: two vertically-placed

dots below a consonant.

There are two uses of this sh'wa (NIW)
1. Vocal
2. Silent

The vocal shwa has vowel characteristics and is classified as a vowel in

syllabification (since it phonetically functions as one).

The following rules distinguish when a sh'wa is silent and when it is vocal.
1. Ifash'wais preceded by along vowel...or preceded by no vowel at all, it will always be vocal.
2. 'Thus, the shwa is always vocal when starting a syllable, e.g., OWD% ("Fsas"

3. The sh'wa is always silent when closing a syllable, e.g., b: ("bil")
Summary rule for distinguishing vocal and silent sh'was:
'The only case in which the sh'wa (NlW) is silent is

when it is immediately preceded by a short vowel.

Otherwise, it is always vocal.

Concerning vocal sh‘was, this is a foundational rule:

Two vocal sh'was (NlW) cannot stand together (see the following point for 41
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details)

The resolution for two vocal sh'was (NlW) standing together is the following: the
first vocal sh'wa becomes a hirig.

So, in a situation such as this one—n;?;—the first vocal sh'wa resolves to the

nearest short vowel (in this case a Airig), forming this: 3372

2.5§ The Composite Sh'wa

A composite le is a composite of a short vowel and a vocal N]_W Composite
sh'was are also called hkateph vowels. 'The word Hkateph (r]DU) was associated
with snatching away and, by derivation, hurrying away; the composite s 'was are
hurried versions of their respective vowels. The three types of composite sh'wa’s

are:

x hkateph pathaq

Composite Shwas N hkateph seghol

x hkateph gamets

'The composite sh'was are, on the one hand, sh‘was and, on the other, hurried 0
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vowels.

While gutturals (UTT7IN) can take a regular silent sh'wa, they cannot take a
simple vocal shwa. When they need a vocal sh'wa they replace a vocal shwa
with a composite sh'wa. So, any time a vocal shwa falls under a guttural, it
becomes a composite shwa. Thus, the composite shwas are the vocal shwas for

the gutturals.

Note: composite sh‘was are most often used with gutturals, but they are not

limited to gutturals.

EXAMPLES

WWN - Notice that the simple s/wa under the aleph is a vocal sh‘wa, because it is
not preceded by a short vowel. Since it is a vocal s5'wa on a guttural (V7771), the

word would be /N instead, with a composite sh‘wa instead of a simple one.

Likewise, in the word D’ﬂbN, the first letter is a guttural. Since the sh'wa

is starting a syllable, it is a vocal sh‘wa and must convert to a composite sA'wa:

abyiph

Now, an easy rule exists for the situation when a composite sh‘wa is next to a

vocal sh'wa. (Back to the rule "two vocal sh'was cannot stand together")

A vocal sh'wa followed by a composite shwa falls under the rule that "two vocal
shwas cannot stand together."

43
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lahy

two vocal sh’was standing together

The simple sh'wa followed by a composite shwa. This situation is the equivalent of
two vocal sh'was standing together. The resolution is that the first s5‘wa mirrors
the vowel of the second shwa. For example:

Not this 'This
X 7

The rule "two vocal sh ‘was cannot stand together" worked out in an actual word:

'The word DDN is the Hebrew word for that which is firm (often translated with

the English word "truth"). Notice that the pointing of the a/eph is a composite
sh'wa (hkateph seghol). When a waw conjunction is joined to it, the word takes on

the following form: ﬂbm Since two vocal sh‘was are standing together, the first
44
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one takes on the corresponding short vowel to the composite s/ 'wa, which is segho/

in this case. The word then become NDNW

45
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Noteworthy "exceptions" and additional information to the s/ 'wa rules:
A DOTORY o DOPRY etc.

The word D’Tf‘?N begins with a composite s5wa (which is also a vocal shwa).
When a prefixed preposition, such as lamed (]7) is joined to it, two vocal shwas
stand together, like this:

Dﬁnzszj ------------------------- > D’HEN """""" > D’ﬂ%&e

vocal shwa
vocal sh'wa (hkateph vowel)

'The normal resolution would produce the following: D’Tb Nb But this does not

occur in this case. Rather, this form resolves to this: D’ﬂ‘? Nb (lelohim). 'This is
due to the presence of the aleph (a "quiescent” letter) which is a letter that loses
its voiced (phonetic) value entirely at times by losing its vowel. 'This causes the
preceding syllable to compensate for this loss by lengthening from a segho/ (short
"E class" vowel) to sere (long "E class" vowel). So, this is not an "exception" to the

above rules but an interplay of several rules (normal "exception”).

'The same applies to D’ﬂb& with the other prepositions in Hebrew that attach
to the word.

ity vk B
by ik o P
bty B
46
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9 0 17

When the /amed preposition is added to the word 'Iﬁ’ﬁ’ ("Jericho"), it becomes

ﬂ’ﬁ"? but instead of resolving to the expected 1?1’7"7 it resolves to
1“’1’17 (Another common example is -‘717’ ("Judah") which becomes
7'{17’5 and ﬂ'{'l'i’l etc.) 'The same applies to the 7in preposition (VJ .
"from") when it is attached to a word that begins with a yod, such as jﬂ’j’ It
becomes W-PW’D This is easily understandable due to the attraction of the Airig
and yod (forming the long vowel Airig-yod). This is the case whenever two shwas
stand together and the second shwa is accompanied by a yod, like this:

The LORD's Name (ﬂjﬂ?),insteadofﬂjﬂ?bor njn’bbecomes njn’z?

47
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|| READING PRACTICE

First, attempt to carefully read each of the following words from the list; then
click the icon next to the arrow to hear each word pronounced. All words are

accented on the last syllable, unless indicated otherwise by the following sign:

« 010 P
i etlohyi ¢ TN
¢« 512 ¢ WY

« 543 1 ¢ 29
12 T
12 N
<72m «ma
b (23
( :‘?

« 257

2.6 § Accents?

'The majority of Hebrew words are accented (stressed) toward the end of the

23 Accents are either D’DEJD (lit. "tastes") or njj’lj (lit. "melodies," potentially "melodies for strings") in Hebrew 48
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word. The accent of each word is marked in Hebrew by a series of varying
marks that will be identified by the beginning student simply by their non-
vowel shapes.

Accent marks of Genesis 15:16 highlighted:

MY TN T3 B2 ND "R M AR R 7

Each word will have at least one main accent or stress mark indicating where
the voice is to place the main stress while reading it. (A longer word may have
secondary accents as well.) Note that joined words only have one major accent;
therefore, not each word in the joined series will have an accent mark, as seen
here:

TETTY TN 3 SPEND "R M RN e Y

A°

~a -

one accent

joined words

49
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Accent marks in Hebrew have more meaning than merely marking the accent,
as each type of accent contributes analytical information to the text, marking
syntactical relationships in accord with how the Jews understood and interpreted
the text traditionally. The important accents for the beginner to understand are

the athnaq, silug, and sof-pasugq.

Athnag: 'The athnag divides the sentence at its logical middle and is shaped like a
small, upside down "v;" as seen here:

A

Silug: the silug is a small vertical line ( . ) marking the last word of the sentence.

Sof-pasug: The sof-pasug (3 ) marks the end of the sentence. Sof'equals "end," just
as the shape of letters when they end a word ("final form") are called ﬂ’EﬂO

TITTY TN 13 ORETND "2 I Ay vy i

Sof-pasuq

Siluq Athnaq

An aid to memory is that Athnaq comes before Siluq in the sentence, just as A
comes before S in English.

'The position of stress can distinguish certain words one from another, such as

UZL and 1]3 The first (133 ) means "they built" (from 733 and the second

(WJ ) means "in us," though such distinctions are fairly rare.

50
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The various accent marks are broken into two groupings: disjunctive and
conjunctive, either indicating a conjunction in grammar or a break in it. For
example, the athnagq is a disjunctive accent, breaking the sentence at its logical

middle.

'The three positions an accent may fall into are the following: tonic (“tone-ic”),
pretonic (before the tone), and propretonic (before the syllable that is before
the tone). Since Hebrew words are normally accented on the last syllable, the
tonic syllable is the last syllable.

tonic pretonic propretonic

SR H i S T B

As seen in Genesis 1:9, the logical middle (marked by the a#hnag) can be far from
the actual middle of the verse:

athnaq Genesis 1:9
WY DN nn TN Dipp-by Bbwn nnpn o e DY TN

I \ |

——— Athnahk-level
division

Vowels in Pause

Accents have a large affect on vowels, changing short vowels to long vowels and

long vowels to short vowels, but almost always according to known patterns. The 51
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major accent marks place their syllable in "pause," which simply means that
the vowel is held out ("stressed"). That is, by accenting that syllable, the vowel
of the syllable is lengthened in pronunciation and, therefore, changed to a long
vowel in Writing. When a short vowel is in "pause," as a rulf,, it becomes long.?*
Examples: D’@ ("water"?) becomes D’DT in pause; ﬂ?’? ("night") becomes
;—‘?’b in pause,b;i‘ ("Abel") becomes :7.5:‘_ in pause, etc.

AT

Introduction to Biblical Vocabulary: the theology of vocabulary

Learning Biblical vocabulary is an opportunity to take on the thinking of God,
in accord with the way He revealed Himself. The faithful Hebrews—such as
Abraham, David, and Daniel—built their understanding and their lives upon
this foundational revelation of the God-who-exists, for unto them, the Hebrews,
it was committed. Thus, this thinking, with its mindset, is also called “faithful,
ancient Hebrew thinking," becoming fully identified with the Hebrews by
God's choice, though pre-dating them in time. It predates them in time, for it
was not formulated by them. They did not "come up" with this faithful, ancient
thinking, for it was already ancient when they received it, being given by the
Creator God Himself through revelation to the entirety of His creation but
especially committed to faithful men from the beginning and incrementally
clarified through time in the form of verbal revelation. This was handed from
person to person and copied from generation to generation until it reached the

Hebrews and, as the Spirit of God in Paul put it, "they [the Jews] were made

24

25

See Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar, section 29, The Tone, Its Changes and Pause, for an in-depth analyses of the changes caused by pause.

D’?_J has a dual ending

52
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firm the sayings."* 'Thus, the thinking of the faithful, ancient Hebrews was
pre-Hebrew, reaching back through the patriarchs to the beginning of God's
creation of Adam in ancient history. When in their pure form, these were the
thoughts which were truly God'’s thoughts, communicated by His Spirit in order
for them to be man's thoughts as well. They bore the full weight of His person,
the full authority of His will, the full effect of His wisdom.

'Thus, Biblical vocabulary is derived from God's own mind and, therefore, bears
a perfect, working relationship with the entire creation which He formed with
His word and which exists in Him. Thus, all concepts which give success in
the physical world are inherently related to the concepts contained in Biblical
vocabulary. They aid man's mind in clarifying, solidifying, and synthesizing all
the basic relationships in the creation. In this way, proper word concepts and
word definitions shed bright light on an individual's view of the surrounding
world. The understanding gained from studying Biblical vocabulary in a Biblical

manner enables insights that far transcend this physical world.

Learning vocabulary is a lifelong process, as the learner must come to personally
grasp and integrate the concepts into his own life until their ideas become the
structure of his own ideas. Thus, the student must not consider that he knows
a word simply because he has memorized a vocabulary definition. Rather, the
definition is to be viewed as a starting point for understanding that word, much
like identifying a tool is the first step to learning how to use it. So, unless the
learner integrates the new ideas gained through vocabulary research into the
thinking of his heart, he will be denying the work of the Spirit of God, to
which all concepts of God and life are to be fastened. The learner's seeming

knowledge will, in truth, be ignorance. Thus, the learner Aimself must adopt and

26

literal rendering of Romans 3:2 "committed"” - émioTedOyoay @ Adyta Tol Ocol. - "they were firmed the statements of God" 53
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Interactitve Chart

To believe is to, literally, “cause
firmness in” something. Itis a
causitive, so the subject’s will is
an active part of the action of
believing. This is not a mere
factual understanding of some-
thing but a full acceptance of it-
as a foundation for life. Belief
occurs the moment a person is
actually supported by the thing
believed, much like taking a step
onto a foundation.

The absolute truth of God,

Abraham’s servant praised Yehowah

the firmness which rests

for leading him “in way of firmness”, upon His person. immoy-
giving success to his mission of abllz uncharf eable. constant What 'the false prop.hets
finding a wife for Isaac. His way did ’ geabte ’ promised the Jews just
: fixed, steady. before the captivi
not fail and was, therefore, firm. 3 P t);
KJV “right way” ‘ , KJV “assured peace
Gen. 24:48 mﬁx e . L Jeremiah 14:13
2N T3 PN oYY
“in way of firmness” “ﬁ' N at 'f
. : rm state o
-H-T a V:N-T . g completeness”
he caused ﬁfﬂl”ﬂesi____\ One skillful in interacting
n Yehowab y N nfﬂ R with the firmness which
1?3& \, . Firmness, ”,:"' God has set about man, that
§ " \ truth - is, with the design of God

% to exist firm /
S (V)

present everywhere in the
creation and giving firmness

KJV “he believed in the LORD” .
Gen. 15:6 _omn tot.
_aaie P | master ’l;
D_N craftsman';/
_ijx ’ \ mot'}.ler “'. _____
. p1]lar (N) { ]1?: N b . (support of /
firm, reliable % ~.child) -
adi)
- ™
4 X ' rm
TN T 531?35 !
“his hands it firmed” § o l(CN)‘S / English “Amen”
?: Tme Affirmation of the firmness
-~ and, therefore, reliablity of

Aaron and Hur Steadied

Moses’upheld hands and lit.

“his hands existed firmed”

KJV “his hands were steadied”

Ex. 17:12

-
T

something.

To say “amen”is to connect

'The shuriq adds a passive

idea to the noun

what is stated with the person

54
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develop the integral concepts of the Hebrew words he learns in an ever growing

comprehension of GOD's mind and heart.

Through this process of seeking, as the Spirit of God ministers a growing
awareness (finding!) of His thoughts, the learner is given an increasing ability
to function pleasingly toward God, including an affective ability to minister the

knowledge of God to others.

Thus, truly learning Biblical vocabulary does far more than merely add
information to a person's memory; it alters the mind's basic viewpoints,
viewpoints that will carry beyond the classroom into every facet of life. So,
not by merely memorizing succinct definitions but by intently analyzing the
words of Scripture and integrating all that is learned actively into the thoughts
of his heart before God will the student understand the vocabulary words. (See
Proverbs 1:23 for the key to understanding God's Words.)

55
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CHAPTER3

Hebrew Grammar Bird's Eye View

Hebrew Sentence Introduction

Hebrew Word Roots

Section
Hebrew Weak Letters

Overview

Hebrew Definite Article

Hebrew Nouns & Adjectives
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3.1§ THE HEBREW SENTENCE - BASIC CONCEPTS OF SYNTAX

Hebrew is a "head first" language, which means that the verb comes first in a
Hebrew sentence. So, typically, the verb will be first or close to first in a Hebrew
clause. The typical English sentence follows this order: subject - verb - object.
Typical Hebrew sentence will follow this pattern: verd - subject - object. Often,
the subject of a Hebrew sentence will be embedded in the verb, so that the

sentence visually appears as verd - object.

VERB - SUBJECT - OBJECT order:

- s
Ny yIRT NI
, Y "\
“grass” “the earth”  “brings forth”
object subject verb

Read this way

57
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VERB - OBJECT ORDER, WITH EMBEDDED SUBJECT:

object verb
“the stranger” “(you) shall love”

k '
. '

\ '

\ '

i

Deuteronomy 10:18

phEy==hi

1

object marker
A

subject is expressed in
the verb form itself

'The learner should immediately begin using the above information to predict

words encountered in any Hebrew sentence.

For emphasis, word order could be altered. Without forming the habit of
applying the above information concerning the usual Hebrew word-order, the

learner will miss emphasis and subtleties of changed order.

Object Marker NN

'The Hebrew object marker N N) is a functional word whose work was to mark 58
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the objects, thereby distinguishing them from the subjects.

The subject and object often fell right next to each other and, due to emphasis,
their order could be reversed. The object marker was the word JIN (shortened
to ﬂN when in construct (see section 3.8 section 3). Construct state is often
signaled by an upper line (maggeph) joining two words, as seen in the two words
WJU'NN in the Dt. 10:18 example above. Though N was not used on every
object, when used it drew distinct attention to the object, whether to emphasize

it or to distinguish it from the subject.”

Also, nouns come before their adjectives in normal Hebrew ordering. So,instead
of "good man," the Hebrews wrote "man good." From the following examples,

identify the Hebrew word meaning "good":
20 W’N - "man good" for "good man"
21 0I0 - "horse good" for "good horse"

210 12 - "son good" for "good son"

3.2 § Introducing Grammar as the Structure of Meaning

Since language is eternal®, grammar is also eternal, for it is the structure of
language. Without grammar, language is without structure and, therefore,
without meaning. A proper understanding of grammar from this perspective

yields tremendous insight into God’s Word.

27 An apparent example of the object marker used to mark the object of a preposition: Jeremiah 16:5 Q :'r]lj n ND

28 Language was not created, but, rather, the world was created by it. That is, when God spoke the world into existence, He did so by means of grammatical language, as seen i§9

Genesis 1:3.
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For example, the Hebrew word ’3 iy (pronounced “key”), seen as a part of
the word structure of the Hebrew language, expresses the “ground or reason”
that underlies a statement or event. Thus, seen as a structure, °3 %iy gives the
toundation that underlies another thing. This opens up meaning in Proverbs

22:6, for the word 73 iy is in the verse.

Train up a child in the way he should go:

and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

1277 950 W37 Tin
:7ARR WONY PRI D)

(Notice that the division of lines signified by the athnag.)

The word 32 is the word behind the English word “when” and draws the
conclusion thata child’s aging (“when he is old”) and the associated independence
that comes with it will not be the “ground or reason” for his departing from the
way. Translated literally, line two states, "Also/even because he matures [causes
aging] he will not turn from it." Age brings independence. Since independence
will not be the ground or reason for a child's departing from the way, God made
clear that the child will hold to the way even when the freedom and opportunity
to depart from it arrives. The tremendous power of God's design, overseen by
His direct attention, results in an influence on the child's life that simultaneously

establishes the child's lifelong direction while not violating the child's will.

Seeing Proverbs 22:6 in light of its structure clarifies the meaning significantly.
So it is with all of Scripture. Thus, language is undergirded by grammar, which

is its structure.

Introduction to Structural Words
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Even in the earliest stages, a learner should begin analyzing texts of Hebrew
Scripture. Patterns will begin forming in the mind as the mind analyzes the
patterns built into the language. As a help to beginning analyses, the following
words must be learned. They act as critical structural components of the Hebrew

sentence and its meaning:

gives the ground or reason underlying an action, often
following the clause that it modifies. Seeing this word

b should cause the learner's mind to perceive the founda-
tional nature of the words it introduces. (subordinate
conjunction)

AN a word communicating the existence of a condition (ei-

ther actual or potential).

(basic conjunction - "and"/"but"), joins two or more
3 things (can take the form of 1 or ); always joined to a
: word and always at the beginning of the word to which it is
Joined.
Exercise to Identify Structures

Scan the following texts and identify each instance of the three structural

componants listed above, as well as any object markers.

Genesis 18:20

DORVM] 712772 77AYI OT0 NRPYT MY AN

TR 71732 72
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E

Pro. 1:8-9

:TAR NYIR WHA-HRY 7°AR 90N 13 yRw
T3 DRl qUNIG 0 oY 103

!

[ N

po

<

Gen. 19:13
27372 MA DIpRDTNR UNIY D ONYRT2
TANOWY? M7 ANWN NI 38TNR Dopuy

T~ -

po DR po

!
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Did you see the one object marker that was not highlighted in that last passage? It stands as the second word of the second line.

3.3 § 3-Letter Roots and Word Clusters

God built the Hebrew verbal system with simplified complexity. Though the
Hebrew language is a complex system, being an entire language system, it
makes the deep, articulate thinking of God readily expressible to man... even
simple. Could it do any less, when God Himself was its Designer and when
He designed it for the explicit purpose of revealing Himself in His written

revelation?

'This section will give an introduction to the root structure of Hebrew words.
'The simplicity of the entire system is seen in such core ideas as the 3-letter root,
for the main center of the Hebrew verbs revolved around a 3-letter root system.
These 3-letter roots were made up of consonants, which is why they are called

tri-consonantal roots.

As already introduced, the tri-consonantal roots can be seen in the verbs wa
and bb? When seen with only their consonants, these verbs become wa
and ]7]77 Countless other examples could be given of this 3-letter-root pattern.

As with verbs, most Hebrew nouns are triconsonantal and even the ones
considered biconsonantal are usually (or always) related derivatives of a
triconsonantal root. God designed Hebrew—as He did the languages derived
from it at Babel—with clusters of words related to one another by the same root.
These clusters form a solid substructure of meaning within the language that
causes that meaning to be greater than any individual speaker of the language.

'Thus, quite a number of diverse parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
63
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etc.) are clustered around single roots. (Consider the TN cluster displayed
representatively in the earlier section.) Waltke-O'Conner affirm that "Only the
pronouns and some particles fall entirely outside of the root system."” Yer, iz is

possible that even these are rooted in the general 3-letter root system.

'The following illustration gives a sample of a root cluster, all built off of the
.7723] (often shortened to 773_‘7) root. Notice the mixture of verbs, prepositions,

and nouns:

< nq% 1 (adj.) higher/highest (above other things)

/\ ﬂ? ~ ?_J(n) stair
\ nz? 5;7 (v.) to go up, ascend

ﬂ%:_]@ (n.) ascent

Likewise, the following words could be added to the picture:

29 An Introduction To Biblical Hebrew Syntax, Waltke-O'Conner, p. 83 (hard copy 1990). The same root pattern carries through all S*emitic languages: "In Semitic languages,
substantives are, in general, formed from the same set of root morphemes as verbs." Joseph H. Greenberg (1950) The Patterning of Root Morphemes in Semitic, WORD, 6:2, p. 167,
DOI: 10.1080/00437956.1950.11659378
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TT'?STJ - (n) leaf (what is lifted up on the plant or tree)

/—\ ﬂi?ﬂ - (n.) burnt offering (something directed upward to God)

ﬂzjﬂ - (n) leaf 7'!‘5:.7 - (n.) roof chamber (uppermost part of the house)
T T =
(what is lifted up ]1"5:.7 - (adj.) the Most High (the Creator’s title of transcendence)

on the plant or tree)

n‘?;] 13- thoughts (what comes up)

3.4 § Weak Letters

Certain letters are classified as "weak letters" for their tendency to alter the
normal patterns of words. This is mainly due to the mechanics of how the
human mouth handles them. The weak letters are the gutturals VTN, plus
yod (), waw (1), and nun (J).

DTN - M)

3.5§ The Definite Article

Hebrew has no indefinite article,® but it does have a definite article. The

30 Humans should avoid using the indefinite article in relation to the God-who-exists in a way that insinuates that He is not the only and absolute God. Though a "time and
place” exists to use the indefinite article when referring to the true God, care must be taken to prevent the listeners from misunderstanding such a use. Hebrew and Greek did not

65
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tunction of the definite article is to specify. In doing so, it also distinguishes
that which it is specifying.’® Thus, specificity and distinction are critical aspects
of the definite article.

'The article in Hebrew is simply the letter i1 attached to the beginning of the
word it modified, taking the following basic form:

oy

daghesh forte// -

Thus, the basic article in Hebrew is ey with a pathag, followed by a daghesh

forte, as the following examples show:

mhlo) "good" 3“33 "the good"

D’@W heavens. D’@WU "the heavens"
*= 7 (dual ending) SE T

——————— >
];—D "priest" ]ﬂ: ] "the priest”
apk "day" DVU "the day"

have an indefinite article. 'The modern indefinite article tends to place God in an indefinite category. Rather than communicating about God as "a God,' (as in such statements as
"He is a merciful God!" or "He is a good God!" or "He is an omnipotent God") the people of God should purpose to speak of Him faithfully as "God" or "the God." Though the King
James Version adds the indefinite article at times when speaking of God (such as when Moses called God "z God of truth" in Deut. 32:4), such translation is an "Englishization" of the
Hebrew, which used no indefinite article. (Moses, for example, called God literally "God of truth.”)

31 The definite article takes up 12% of all the words in Haggai and only 2% in the book of Proverbs. The books of Job, Psalms (3%), ... but understandably much more in 66
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Gutturals reject daghesh fortes: Since gutturals reject the daghesh forte, if the
article precedes a guttural or resh, the daghesh forte will be rejected by that

guttural and the vowel will lengthen. So, the short "a" becomes a long "a

(pat/yag to gametx).

VWN with the article becomes 32ija rather than VWN‘J due to the
rejection of the daghesh forte that normally follows the definite article (this is

called "compensatory lengthening").

Examples:

1’3.73 "the city"

WNW:‘ "the head"

In certain cases, the daghesh forte will not be present and very rarely, the article

will take the segho/ vowel (ﬂ), but these will be learned in the future.

The article with inseparable prepositions

Inseparable prepositions are all formed from a single consonant (either 2.0 or
b) 'The article in Hebrew is also formed from a single consonant (7). When
an inseparable preposition is joined to a word that begins with an article, the
preposition simply takes the place of the article while assuming its pointing
(pathaq followed by a daghesh forte). For example, when the word DV ("day")
takes the definite article, it becomes DVU "the day." When the ]7 preposition
is added to the beginning of the word, instead of the expected form DVfb it

Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon, where the specifics of life (Ecclesiastes) and a highly specific relationship (Song of Solomon) are the focus.

32

Vj& becomes VWSS in the presence of the definite article.

67
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takes the form 0372 which means "to the day.”
Examples:

Q3T + 7 =937

Q20 + 2 =9932

Q20 T 2 = AR32

Some unique Hebrew ways of using the specifying function of the article (differing from English):

1. DVU is literally "#be day” but was understood in the sense of "foday," that is, "the
day" being currently lived out (e.g., Gen. 41:9, where Pharaoh's chief butler said that he
remembered his sins 0171] "the day," meaning, "the day" present, zoday).

2. Some grammars indicate that the article could be used as a superlative marker.

For example:

N(QEU -"the youngest" literally "the little" (Gen 42:13)
sza ]’J’D -"like the best of wine" literally "like wine of the good" (Sol 7:9 in English but verse 10 in
Hebrew)

Yet, the article is functioning in its ordinary (distinguishing) sense in these cases.
In such cases, the superlative translation does not derive from the sense of the
article but from the sense of the context combined with the article. The same is

true for superlative translations of nouns without an article, such as the following:
517';-73_” ]pEDb translated correctly in the King James as "from the least to the greatest" yet lacking any articles.

.(‘j el ﬂ?_?_ translated correctly in the King James as "the poorest sort of people of the land" (Ki 24:14) but,

TITT -

again, the superlative idea is not based upon the article or its lack but on the context. 68
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3.6 § Hebrew Nouns and Adjectives Overview

1.

2.

Nouns and Gender

Nouns in Hebrew have two genders - masculine and feminine. These genders are

normally indicated by the ending of the word. Concerning the correspondence
between physical gender and grammatical gender, the grammatical genders
typically correspond to physical genders (e.g., the word "girl" in Hebrew has a
feminine ending), but another aspect of Hebrew nouns is that their gender is
often not physical but merely grammatical. That is, for words which have no
intrinsic gender, the ge?der of those words is merely grammatical, not physical.
'The word "book" (-190) in Hebrew illustrates this. It is a masculine noun, but
not because books are masculine objects. It is merely a grammatical feature
that enables clear reference to words, for adjectives and pronouns will take

the corresponding gender to their referent noun. So, the word WDD will take
masculine pronouns and masculine adjectives, because it is a masculine noun.

'The word for "wisdom" (ﬂ@:f:‘) is feminine in Hebrew; yet, its grammatical

gender does not make its concept feminine. Said simply, the idea of wisdom is not

feminine just because the word is grammatically feminine. (Consider the English

custom of referring to ships with a feminine pronoun.) Its grammatical gender
shows up clearly in Proverbs 8, where the translators translated the Hebrew
gender into English, e.g., "Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the
streets" (Prov. 1:20).

Nouns singular, plural, and dual

'The basic Hebrew noun endings:
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singular plural dual
. o +
£+ M+

T

o+

Notice that the masculine singular has no ending. 7hus, most endingless nouns are

masculine singular.
Examples of noun endings, using the word "horse" (070) in Hebrew:
010
71010
0°010

niow
Unlike English, which has two numbers (singular and plural), Hebrew has three
numbers: singular, plural, and dual. The dual ending is a distinct ending in
Hebrew that indicates that two of the objects referred to exist and, understandably,

the dual was used frequently for body parts that come in pairs, such as eyes, ears,

and legs.

70
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g

dual ending

Thus, a dual ending on the word "day" would look like this:

Diﬁ — “day”

D’F_J.P - two days

dual ending

A dual ending on the word "hand" would look like this:

-T: = “hand”
DH-P - two hands

R 3

dual ending
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Unlike the singular and plural, the dual is not gender specific. Both feminine and

masculine nouns take the same dual ending.
The Plural Singular

In the beginning, God revealed Himself to His creation, manifesting to the world
that He exists plural in the singleness and indivisibleness of His person. One way
He revealed the plurality of His single person is by using the plural form of "God"
(D’.‘l‘? N) with a verb in the singular form. In other words, even though the
word for "God" is plural in Genesis chapter 1, the verbs and pronouns associated

with the plural word are often singular, as in Genesis 1:1 where the word "God"

(D’Tf‘?N) is plural but the verb "created" (N-l;) is singular.

While secular scholarship is not able to see the spiritual reality of this revelation,
it is absolute revelation nonetheless, revelation coming from outside the bounds

of time, space, and matter to be known and loved within those precious bounds of

life.

'This singular plural is seen throughout God's written revelation of Himself.
While God's people from Adam on have always understood this aspect of God's
person, those who rejected God and His hand of loving authority over them
have misconstrued His person, as they do His design for life. This is seen in the
Philistines and their own words spoken about the living God recorded in the

account of 1 Samuel 4:8.
Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods?

these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the
wilderness.

D1 AP NG DTG DTN T WP O P ik
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'The Philistines not only used the plural word for God but also used plural
modifiers showing that they thought of the living God as a collection of "gods."
'Their knowledge was a mixture of truth and error. While they did at times refer
to Him in the singular (1 Sam. 4:7), they conceived of the God of Israel as a
collection of gods and showed this by using plural modifiers.

'This use of a plural word with singular modifiers was, by extension, used of other
creatures that manifest a "god-likeness" in their power or superior abilities. The
animal behemoth (m?Jﬂ:l) is an example of this, taking a plural ending but being
a single creature and being modified by words in the singular. Yet, it must be clear
that this is a secondary use of this grammatical structure. Its primary use and the

use that gives rise to the others is that God's nature is "pluraly singular."

3. Noun Chains: Construct-Absolutes
En glisb Noun Chains

In English, the phrase "man of prayer" is built from the two nouns "man" and
"prayer,” and the preposition "of" establishes the relationship between them.
Without the preposition in English, the relationship between these two words

would be unclear: "man prayer."

Accordingly, "man" is the main word and "prayer" is set in a modifying
relationship to it. When the order is reversed in "prayer of man," the word "man"
becomes descriptive of "prayer," and "prayer" is the main word. In the phrase

"prayer of a man," the word "man" is simply a modifier, describing and defining

prayer. 73
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Hebrew Noun Chains

In English, the preposition "of" enables a noun to function as a modifier of
another noun. But, in Hebrew, the preposition "of" was unnecessary to express
such noun-noun relationships. Rather, a noun chain was formed, which, in
English, could be represented like this: "man-prayer," with the word following
understood to be modifying the first word.

The first word in the chain was the main word and was constructed together with
the word that followed it and modified it. This first word was, then, always in
construct (the significance being that it shows that what followed it was placed
in a modifying relationship with itself). The noun endings above changed to
construct endings when joined to construct chains to indicate the relationship

between the words.

'The word which ended the chain is the absolute. 7he absolute will take the
normal noun endings, for nothing follows it. 'Thus, the basic noun endings are also
the absolute noun endings. The constructs, on the other hand, take unique
"construct" endings which indicate that the word following is constructed

together with them. ( These endings and their rules are introduced below.)

So, each word in the chain, except the last one, was placed in the construct form.
Thus, in a chain composed of two words, the first word would be in the construct
form and the last word would be in the absolute, but in a three-noun chain, the

first two words would be in construct and the last would be the absolute:
Noun-Noun (construct-absolute)

Noun-Noun-Noun (construct-construct-absolute)
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A Hebrew noun chain could go on at length, e.g., noun-noun-noun-noun. Each
noun modified the noun immediately before it, such as in the phrase "man-
Bethlehem-Ephratha" (which would be translated "the man of Bethlehem of
Ephratha"). The word "Bethlehem" modifies the word "man" and the word
"Ephratha" modifies "Bethlehem."

Further, nothing but nouns (or words acting as nouns, that is, substantives) could
be in the chain, so under normal conditions the chain was not interrupted by any

words such as adverbs, adjectives, or conjunctions.

'These chains had the effect of functionally making the combined words into

one word. Thus, like normal words, the entire chain would only have one major
accent and would only take one article and was either definite or indefinite all
together. So, the entire noun chain was either definite or indefinite and this was
determined by the last word in the chain, that is, by the absolute. If the last word
in the chain was definite, the entire chain was definite. If indefinite, the entire

chain was indefinite.

Summary and key facts concerning construct-absolute chains:

* Any number of nouns (including substantives, that is, other
words acting as nouns) may be added to this chain as modifiers
and each will be a construct, except the very last word of the
chain. So, only the last word of a chain will be in the absolute
form. Judges 9:1 contains a 6-word construct-absolute chain:

noun—noun—noun—noun—naun—noun!
2% "AR"N"2 NRWRTI2 IR

"to the entirety of the tribe of the house of the father of the
mother of him"
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* The construct-absolute chain is a noun chain. As such, only
nouns or words acting as nouns will be in the chain (essential-
ly). Since this chain will not be broken by the presence of any
other part of speech—such as an adverb, adjective, or conjunc-
tion—adjectives that modify a word in construct will come

after the construct-absolute chain.

* 'The entire chain is either definite or indefinite zogether and this
definite or indefinite state is indicated by the absolute. So, if
the absolute is definite, the entire chain is definite, and vis-ver-

sa.

* In many cases in the Masoretic Text, the construct-absolute
chain is joined by a maqqeph (7), though maqqephs are not
limited to construct-absolute chains. See the example from

Judges 9:1 above.

*  Since Hebrew prefers the accent on the end of words and since
the chain binds two or more words together into a single unit,
construct-absolute chains will typically have only one accent
and that will fall on the absolute. This means that when the
main word is placed in construct, that word loses its accentu-
ation to the absolute. This usually brings on a change in the

vocalization of the word or words in construct.

Basic construct endings:

76

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



singular plural

’

£ 1 ok

two forms are

the same as the

absolute forms __
“

singular
S

Examples:
Construct-Absolute Chains Parsing® Translation
9&12}"”3: mpc ("the sons of Israel")
mpc ("the faces of the waters")

=PI REE:

77
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4.

N DT
oo 0753
=infely
PINTTOD E
2T N7

DTN 02

Doubling-for-emphasis

msc

("the east of Asher" Gen. 2:14)
("in zhe image of God" Gen. 1:27)

("fish of the sea" Gen. 1:28)

("the faces of the entirety of the earth" Gen.

1:29)
("the origins of Adam" Gen. 5:1)

("the daughters of the mankind" Gen. 6:2)

One form of strong emphasis in Hebrew was that of repeating something to

amplify its meaning, significance, or certainty. 'This is similar to the English usage in

"No, no!" and other doubling (or tripling!) constructions.

Examples:

1 Samuel 2:3

part of Hannah's prayer about human pride:

Numbers 14:7
"an exceeding good land"

Ay A
"exceeding proudly

" KV

"exalted exalted" literal

TR TR

"exceedingly" ¥V
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" literal

"very very

Ezekiel 16:6 : vt .
9 mesAEm - -

"and then I said to you in your blood, 'live' . U _I . p-'r[: -I‘? 1@251

and then I said to you in your blood, 'live." "0 '[’@'[: ‘Izj j@xj

entire clause doubled

Isaiah 26:3

"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace..."** Dj?g | DT?Q
" KV

"perfect peace

n "
complete complete” or
"complete completeness” !

Note, the vertical line (| ) between Dﬁ?@ | DT?Q was called a paseq ( PD;) and
was inserted by the Masoretes into the text of Scripture for various purposes, all of which
seem to have been for the goal of assuring unmistaken copying. If a word or sequence
could easily be mistaken by a following scribe as a mistake but was, in fact, part of the
text, a scribe could insert a paseq to indicate to future scribes that what could be construed
as a mistake was purposeful copying of the text. In the case of DW?@ | D1?g7, the
paseq indicated to future scribes that the word was not doubled by an accident of copying.
The care and accuracy of the Masoretes reflects the work of the Spirit of God to preserve

all that He revealed to man in His writings.

As a concept, the idea of doubling was clearly understood in the minds of ancient
Hebrews—received from God Himself—as a means of expressing the certainty or

confidence of a statement. This is evident from Joseph's testimony, given before

34 The other instances of the doubling of shalom can be found in 1 Chronicles 12:19 (12:18 in English), Is. 57:19, Jeremiah 6:14, and Jeremiah 8:11. Other examples of doubling in
general: Ezekiel 17:7, Jeremiah 24:3, 2 Kings 10:4, Psalm 62:11. Also see the Infinitive Absolute below.
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Pharaoh (and all subsequent history).

"And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the
thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass."

(Gen. 41:32)
opia 277 1903702 oy e e on ot miggn S
By oo e SN

Another example: -TQVJ -IQVJ "a sure foundation" (Is. 28:16), literally "a

foundation foundation"

5. Adjectives
Two basic uses of the adjective existed in Hebrew, the aztributive and the predicate.

'The following simple illustrations from English clarify these two uses:

"the good boy"  attributive

"the boy is good" predicate

Word order: As with verbs, in Hebrew the word order is opposite from English.
Hebrew adjectives normally fo//low the word that they modify.

Endings: The adjective endings are the same as the singular and plural absolute

noun endings.

A. Attributive ("AAA")

Remember AAA = Attributive comes After and Agrees.
The adjective will agree with the word it modifies in gender, number, and 80
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definiteness (also called "determination").

Four main ways of making a noun definite exist in Hebrew:
1. Proper Name
2. Pronoun®
3. Definite Article
4. By Absolute (in a noun chain)

Examples

51 .;“j jﬁx@‘j "the light the great" = "the great light" (Gen. 1:16 of the created sun)
]bf?’- jjx@‘j "the light the little" = "the little light" (Gen. 1:16 of the created moon)
l _:“'Q P ﬂ; 5] "aloaf alittle" = "a little loaf™ (note the feminine singular endings) (1 Ki. 17:13)
num P njﬂ;j "creatures small" = "small creatures” (feminine plural endings) (Ps. 104:25)

Iw P‘ =977 "the matter the little" = "the little matter" (Ex. 18:22 judges judging "the least matter")

0597 09y "princes many" = "many princes” (Num. 22:15)

'The normal order can also be reversed for emphasis, e.g., W’N_ETD ("a good
man" Ps. 112:5)

B. Predicate ("PPP")

Remember PPP = Predicate Prefers to Precede

81
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A predicate adjective is an adjective that is making a direct statement about the
word it modifies, such as "The car is green" (predicate adjective) verses "The green

car" (attributive adjective).

One important point to know: a predicate adjective does not take the article.

Predicate Adjective has no article

Jehovah = definite by proper name

[ ~ No article

T 2107
|

good = indefinite (no article)

Jehgvah good
I-HI_P :“3 = “Jehovah exists good”
AT ¢ 4

T

+
“exists”

In a predicate adjective construction, the adjective is not only modifying a noun
but becomes a focus of that noun. In the azfributive adjective construction, the
adjective tends to take a sideline place in the communication. For example, in

the sentence "A green car drove by the house" the adjective "green" is not given

82

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



nearly as strong a focus as it is in the sentence "The car is green." In this last
sentence, the entire focus of the entire sentence is on the car being green. The
first sentence demonstrates an attributive adjective, while the last demonstrates a
predicate adjective. Note, this does not mean that an attributive adjective will not
be used emphatically, for, indeed, an attributive adjective can be emphatic but this

emphasis comes from context, not the grammatical structure.

Most frequently, the verb of existence (the "being" verbs in English, such as
am, is, are, was, etc., are more than "linking" verbs, each expressing existence) is
not written in the Hebrew text but is understood by the mind in reading. This
understood verb will be in the present tense (incomplete state, that is, imperfect
aspect) by default and should only be understood in the past tense (completed

state, that is, perfect aspect) when context indicates it to be so.

The predicate adjective will still agree with the noun in gender and number but not in

definiteness (unless both are indefinite).

Any time the noun is definite and the adjective is indefinite the adjective is a

predicate adjective.*

In the following examples, this disagreement in definiteness makes it clear that

the relationship is a predicate relationship:

]717% W’Na "the man great" = "the man exiszed great" (1 Sam. 25:2 Nabal's financial status)

T‘WE W’Na "the man hard" = "the man existed hard" (1 Sam. 25:3 Nabal's life)

36 Examples of Predicate Adjectives that have the article do rarely exist and are clarified by context. Exodus 9:21 Aaron said "the LORD exists righteous” but, literally, "the LORD
exists the righteous one” |7’7¥U hlﬂ? 83
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&' 991 "good the tree" = "the tree existed good" (Gen. 3:6 "the tree existed good to eat" - Eve's
n view of the tree)

ﬂ]ﬂ"ﬁ?ﬂ 1(;72 "straight the word of the LORD" = "the Word of the LORD exiss straight" (Ps. 33:4)

In the rare case in which both the noun and the adjective are both indefinite and
yet stand in a predicate relationship, context will clarify whether the relationship is

a predicate or attributive one.

Here is an example of a predicate adjective modifying a word that is part of a
construct-absolute chain:

Q°y9 D?D ’WJ}_{ "the men of Sodom existed wicked"
D-[D ’JWJZS - "the men of Sodom" (construct chain)

D”.}]_]T - plural of the word "wicked" or "evil"

C. Substantives (substitutes for nouns)

When functioning as a substantive, the adjective will usually have the definite article.

Pw Pn (combination of "the little (one)" Isaiah 60:22
Dﬂﬁj—mn "the great (men)" 2 Sam. 7:9

-y "the great (daughter)" Gen. 29:16 (understood meaning: Leah was the elder daugher of
n?_m‘j Laban)
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3.7§ PRONOUNS

Pronouns are words used in place of nouns. In Hebrew, the pronouns are all
short words, which fits their use as words that make communication more
efficient. These pronouns can stand alone, as independent words, or attach to

another word as a sufhix.

A mnemonic

73 is "who" and X777 is "he" and X777 is "she"

Independent Personal Pronouns

'The independent pronouns in Hebrew are the pronouns that stand alone. The
independent pronouns do not function as objects. The attached pronouns
("pronominal suffixes") are the ones that function as objects when needed. The

following is the list of independent pronouns.

Singular Plural
3m NI heit i/ T they
3udf N7 she, it 17/ n_:,ﬁ they
2™m n@x you DRR you
2ndf nzs you Iﬂ;s you
e "DIN/ NI IR we 85
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Since Hebrew uses gender for objects as well as for people, the 3rd person
pronouns can also refer to objects. So, 771 and N7 can also refer to objects

and, therefore, stand for "it" in English.

Each group (1st person, 2nd person, 3rd person) is begins with the following
letters:

Singular Plural

3m n n n All 3% person
n forms begin

3f | | | | with 11

2m n N n N All 2 person  Think of

n N forms begin looking “at
with N

2f n N n N v - person you

. . speaking to

All 1* person
le 721N/ "IN IN - IN forms begin
. with AN
Examples
]72773’ NWU "he shall rule" Genesis 3:16

37DJN" HQ’Q Nwﬂ "she existed mother" Genesis 3:20

37 In the early chapters of Scripture, the word for "he" and the word for "she" had the same consonantal form (X177 and X1i7), though different pronunciations. This undoubtedly

came about due to the close relationship between male and female, the one being the source of the other, both being "Adam" in original fact and thought. 86
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13]7: N? \Dﬂ "they knew not"

Suffixed Pronouns (Pronominal Suffixes)

Singular

Plural

3ms
3fs
2ms

2fs

lcs

3mp
3fp

2mp
2tp

lcp

Judges 20:34

Pronominal Suffixes

Type 1

by

02,
12,
hy

(&

Type 2
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Pronominal suffixes are attached to the end of other words.*® In the great
majority of cases, Type 1 suffixes are attached to singular nouns/substantives

and Type 2 suffixes are attached to plural nouns/substantives.

Compare the combination of I: ("son") and 7[ (second masc. sing. "of you")*

?l J : "the son of you"
?I E 3 : "the sons of you.

'The main difference to note is the yod between the noun and suffix. This yod is
what indicates that T: is plural.

As discernible from the above translations, the combination of a pronominal
suffix with a noun or substantive forms a construct-absolute chain, with the
suffix functioning as the absolute. Since pronouns are always definite, their

constructs will also be definite.

'The following two points map the Hebrew pronominal suffixes to their English
counterparts:

If attached to nouns, the pronouns are possessive
(of him, of her, of me = his, her, mine)

If attached to werbs, prepositions, or particles, the pronouns

are objective
(him, her, me)

38

The dot in the 3fs pronoun (77 _) is called a mappiq and is not a daghesh forte or lene. The effect of a mappiq in a bey is to give it a slight raspy, breathing sound... created by

just a slight closure of the back of the tongue.

39

2" masculine singular
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'This means that the possessive pronouns and the objective pronouns are mostly
identical to each other in form in Hebrew, except for the 1cs 7 which has an

objective form 7.

As pronouns, the pronominal suffixes connect to something in the context (the
antecedent) of the communication. The pronouns will agree with the word they

link to in gender and number under normal conditions.

Certain suffixes can take an alternate form or multiple alternate forms. These are

shown in the chart below.
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Singular

Plural

3ms
3fs
2ms

2fs

lcs

3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

lcp

Type 1 alternate

aly
17

02,
1.
1,

alternate

)l

* found in pause (i.e., under major accent)

** found in parallelism
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Singular

Plural

3ms

3fs

2fs

lcs

3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

lcp

Type 1 & 2 Illustrated

Masculine Noun ]2 Feminine Noun Tﬁj g
Type 1 Type 2 Type 1 Type 2
133 M3 3ms A INnikls
33 M3 3 nTIA IRy
43 T3 Singular — oms NI ERuAL
T2 732 2 IATR TETR
2 pE! les 0 MR
02 mlyibk! 3mp OO =l beimilo
12 A= 3 PR DR
033 033 Plural omp Q30N DOMION
1212 12732 2p 12070 120N
1232 "33 lep PO DN ablig

* gray forms are not found in Scripture

Pronominal suffixes will attach to verbs and other parts of speech as well, such as

prepositions, with slight changes.
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Pronominal Suffixes on 5 preposition
(Identical for suffixes on 2as well)

3ms 7‘7
3fs H‘?
Singular 2ms :Iij *

2fs -[5

T

lcs 'i?

3mp D;‘T‘?
3fp 177
Plural 2mp DD?
2fp 127
lcp 1]?

* also Tz? in pause (2ms and 2fs difference understood from context)

Other than some monosyllabic nouns, some prepositions a]il?d certain
particles take type 2 sufﬁ:ge;. For example, the preposition 7Y
("upon") + 7] becomes 7]’ 3_! = upon you.

J%
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The pronouns are frequently used as genitives ("of"). Along with the
genitive function and often part of it, the pronouns also function in the
following ways:

As the subject of the action of an infinitive
Example:

DD%?& (infinitive + 2mp pronoun) = "eating of you all" =

"your action of eating"

As the direct object of an action

On a noun of action

’D@U - literally "the violence of me" with the sense of "the
violence done to me"

Directly attached to a verh

7[’:3‘[;:_] - "I have served you"

On the object marker

ﬁn.x him DD.N them (masc)
T
HDN her '[,DN them ()
:In'x ’-_[hee (2ms objective case of "you") DDn N "_[hee (2ms objective case of "you")
-lnN Thee (2fs objective case of "you") ]Dn N ’Ihee (2fs objective case of "you")
T AL

’nx me UDN us
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As objects of prepositions

Example
D:D _ "from you 3.11" (masculine plural)

Note: lamed preposition + pronoun is often used to express
possession in Hebrew (with the existence/being verb):

’7? (which is b + 7 ) = "to/for me" = "belonging to me"

Translate these phrases:

D:-_[ ("™ = sufficiency, Ex. 36:7)

?[ ’A;:; ZJ_::. .| ?[ ﬂ\:;ﬂ Gen. 45:10
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When in pause (major accent), the 2nd masculine singular pronoun can appear identical in form to the 2nd feminine singular.

Example on b preposition:

Masculine -[S -[27 Feminine:
T IT

-~
Identifical

Example on 3 preposition:

H )
Masculine -[: -[: Feminine:
T T

-~ 7
Identifical

except for accent

In the last example above, notice that the 2* masculine singular (2MS) ending is
on a major accent (zageph), while the feminine is not. While the 2FS ending can

also fall on a major accent (pause), this form of the 2MS ending appears to only

ocCccur on a rnajor accent.

Both of these are 2MS pronominal suffixes:

I TP MR T TN

40 1 Chronicles 17:10 95
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These two prepositions often take alternate forms when a pronominal suffix is attached:

3 — 3

> daghesh forte
[[A R 1214 B (2R3 (AR l<la}
) Llengthened vowel

17 Examples:

7[?3?3 - "from you" (2MS), note that t}}e nun was assimilated into the 4aph suffix
(yet, sometimes the daghesh drops out: :[?373)

HQDD - "from her," this is a 3FS pronoun from the alternate form l:‘ (qgamets
shifted back to the 7nun)

’3?3?3 - "from me"

Common forms of | preposition

ID independent form 2T “from the word”
' D prefixed AP 11 with object marker
7] prefixed to yod OV “from a day”
@ prefixed to guttural ORD - “from midst”
] D D prefixed to pro. suffix 137 “from him”
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When attached to a heavy pronominal suffix, the 77 is not doubled but follows its
regular changes (DHD ,TUD ,D_IDFD, etc.)

Nivam w33y 59
Som oMy n Emm
M 99T 2T
TR TN
9 Examples:
1373 - "as we" 1CP
T - "as you" 2MS
"I - "as me” 1CS

\11773? - "as him" 3MS
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CHAPTER 4

VERBS

4.1 § Hebrew Verb Stems

'The Creator formed the Hebrew language with a verbal system congruent with
every facet of His purpose to reveal Himself to His creation. Being the perfect
medium for the foundational truth contained in the Old Testament, the ancient
Hebrew verbal system was exactly prepared by God to give every facet and

nuance of the thoughts He intended to communicate.

He built this now-ancient Hebrew verbal system around various "stems"
(D’J:J:) that communicate various nuances of meaning concerning a given

action. The stems added remarkable depth and precision to the communication.

These stems (071712) provided the ability of the speakers or writers to intensify
an action or to turn the action into a cause of another action, among many other

things.

Hebrew had 1 basic stem (]ZJ:) and 6 stems (D’J:J:) deriving ("stemming")

from it.*

'The basic stem is called the "Qal" (17 i?) stem, because it is the "light" stem; it is
not weighed down with any extra sense other than the basic one. So, it is the
basic stem, unencumbered in both form and meaning. The other stems build off
of the Qa/ (b |?) stem to form their meaning. So, the other stems are called the

derived stems, because they derive their basic meaning from the Qal.
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For example, the verb DUW would mean "to corrupt” in the b|? 'This would
be its basic meaning. The 3_79] is the reflexive/passive of the ’7|?, so in the
53;79] the verb DUW means "to be corrupt,” used of Jeremiah's girdle that
had been in the ground for many days when he dug it back up. The b’ygﬂ
adds the idea of "causation," giving it the meaning "to cause to corrupt,” used
to describe what a person who commits adultery does to his soul: causes it to
become corrupted. In the by B the basic idea of "corruption" is intensified to
mean "to bring about total corruption,” to the point of something becoming
totally corrupt and, therefore, destroyed. God used the by 8 when describing
what He did to Sodom and Gomorrah.

Summary of the meaning of the verb DUW in different stems (0°17]2)

17|7 "to corrupt” the basic, undecorated meaning of the verb

used of Jeremiah's girdle that had been in the
b}_]gj "to be corrupt” ground for many days when he dug it back up—no

corrupting agent is expressed (passive)

used to describe what a person who commits
b’}]gﬂ "to cause to corrupt” adultery does to his soul: causes it to become
' corrupted—corrupting agent is highlighted

"to bring about total used when describing what God did to Sodom and
t73_7 L) destruction” (intensified Gomorrah, the earth during the Flood ( 1:’.7;3),
state of corruption) etc.
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reflexive passive

Verb Stems

pass./reflexive passive
intensive intensive causative
2yanT ¥R 2v9l Y97
K\ /)'
N\ /
AN /
N\ /
AN /
N 7
t ti
et o 2D 5’U97 causing an action
AN /
AN /
N\ /

basic, active action of the
particular verb

As seen in the above chart, the Pie/ (773]5) ® and the Hiphil (’7’379;7)“ are
the two main derived stems. In turn, two stems derive from the Pie/ and another

stems from the Hiphil. The Niphal directly corresponds to the Qa/, but does not,

itself, have any deriving stems.

derived passive/reflexive

derived active

basic active

The following chart provides a highly simplified (starting point) diagram of the meaning of each stem:
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Reflexive

Reflexive Passive or Eassive Passive
intensive intensive asic causative
Intensive of the Causative of the
basic action basic action

Basic, active action of
the particular verb

The chart above begins at the bottom and visually displays the relationship
between each stem. Like a plant, each "stem" can be traced back to one basic
root, the b|? (Qal) stem that rests alone at the bottom of the above chart. The
tollowing chart explains the basic meaning of each stem. Pay attention to the
Hebrew spelling of the stems, because the Hebrew spellings actually give clues

as to how each stem is identified.

derived passive/reflexive

derived active

basic active
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Ql 9P Basic action

Niphal ]7 3_] D J Passive of Qal

Piel ]7179 Intensive, causing a state
Pual ]71_79 Passive of Piel

Hithpacl ‘7;]9}] i) Reflexive of the Piel
Hiphil L)’S]‘.?U Causative of the Qal
Hophal ‘73_753 Passive of the Hiphil

'The names of these stems represent the basic identifying form of each stem. In
other words, the names give identifying features of each stem. This will be dealt
with in detail later but to give a brief example, the Aizhpael (reflexive of the Piel)
stem begins with a "Aizh" () prefix, which is an identifying marker of that
particular stem. To illustrate, the verb -I]?a means "he walked." In the Aithpael,
the form of the verb becomes -[ 200 ﬂﬂ and it communicates the following

intensive, reflexive understanding: "he (intensively) walked (himself)."

Each stem name, then, represents diagnostic features of that particular form.
These diagnostic features are specifically in the perfect aspect (see below) and
each is in the 3" masculine singular. In other words (as an example), the word

kY DJ actually means "he (or it) was made"; the name itself is a 3™ masculine

singular conjugated verb.

Of the seven stems, the main stem is the Qa/ Secondary to it are the two
derived stems Pie/ and Hiphil. These three form the core of the stem system:
Qal, Piel, and Hiphil. All other stems are derived from one of these. In short,
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all stems other than the Qal are derived stems but main among the derived
stems are the Pie/ and Hiphil. 'The Pie/ and Hiphil are branches of the Qa/, while

everything else is a branch of one of these three.

Aspect

The stem (I:J:) of a verb communicates the action's intensity, causation,
passivity, or reflexivity (or combination of these), while the verb's aspect
communicates the verb's completedness in the mind of the speaker. (This answers
the question of whether an action is viewed as completed or not complete.)
Aspect communicates whether the communicator was viewing the action as
incomplete (not finished) or complete (finished). The two common words to

describe these two aspects are "perfect” and "imperfect."

'These two aspects are the only ones to exist in Hebrew:*

Perfect (action viewed as finished)
Imperfect (action viewed as unfinished)

The perfect aspect represents an action which is completed in the portrayal
of the speaker. Whether it is so in the past, present, or future is a matter of
context. 'The imperfect aspect represents an action which has not been
finished (therefore, incomplete or unfinished) in the portrayal of the speaker.
Naturally, English tense ideas such as present, future, and imperative usually fall
under the imperfect aspect, since any action that is occurring (present) or has

not yet occurred (e.g., future and imperative) has not been completed yet. Tense

42

Other forms, such as the imperative form, exist as well, but they are simply subcategories of either the perfect or the imperfect. The imperative expresses an action that has
not yet been accomplished and is, therefore, "imperfect aspect.”
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ideas such as past and perfect usually fall under the Hebrew perfect (completed)

aspect, due to their normally completed nature at the time of communication.

The following illustration visualizes some of the possible relationships the

perfect and imperfect share in relation to the present:

Perfect Imperfect
Takes in any action finished before the present Takes in any action not finished before the present
past present future past present future
\ \ \ \
| FH \ | \ | FH \ |
° N — 1> °
— ” . . >
*~—>
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Perfect
framed in the future

past present future

L

ast resent future
p p

Ll
—|

Imperfect
framed in the past

past present future

L |

past present future

43

'The communicator could frame an imperfect action as taking place in the past
or a perfect action as taking place in the future. This is similar to what an
English speaker does when he is telling a story about an event in the past and
uses the present tense to tell it, "And here I come, walking along without a care
in the world...." Though "come" is present tense, a speaker can use it to speak

of a past action as if it were taking place at the moment he is speaking, giving it

43 Example of imperfect used in the past to express ongoing activity at that time: 1 Kings 5:7 (Hebrew verse number) 105
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the aspect of ongoing action.

'The names of the stems learned above are actually perfect 3rd masculine singular
verb forms. In other words, each stem name (such as piel, pual, hithapel) is
actually a verb that is given the unique identifiers for its stem.* For example,
the stem name pie/ 55: 2 in Hebrew says "he intensively worked," while the
niphal 5:_: E:J says "he was worked," and the hithpacl 5.’: Sﬂﬂ says "he
worked himself." So, the names of the stems are actually forms of the word "he

worked" changed into the perfect 3ms form of each stem.

Name Translation

77|? Qal "light" (not heavy)
]75_7 DJ Niphal "he was made" or "he made himself"
53_]3 Piel "he intensively made"
VD pua "he was intensively made"
53]5}'17{ Hithpael ~ "he made himself intensively"
5’37917 Hiphil "he caused to make"
’75_]5:‘ Hophal "he was caused to make"
Each of the 7 stems will have two charts, one for the perfect aspect and one
for the imperfect aspect. Thus, the Qa/ can be expressed as completed action or

incomplete action' Likewise, the NVipha!/ can be expressed as completed action

or incomplete action, as can each of the other stems.

44

In other words, the names of the stems (except for Qal) are taken from verb root z?.v D by simply adding each unique stem identifier.
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Qal Perfect

Singular Plural

3mo - DY NNV All except the 1st person and 3rd plural forms distinguish
3 ﬂij masculine and feminine forms.

m QDY DR7AY

®  [IRY NNy

i NIAY IAY

Singular Plural

3m - The student should train himself to look at the beginning and
af =- - ending of verbs (looking for prefixes and suffixes). All of these

- person, gender, and number markers for the perfect aspect will
2m ‘D - D n - be found at the end of the verb form as suffixes.

* PN m
o n 0

3" person only has two distinct forms:

3m |
3f A a

T
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2" person forms all begin with [). Also, the singular forms have only one
consonant, while the plural forms have two consonants (think "single letter" for

singular):

2m gl D n

1% person forms are both common (used for both male and female), with the
singular form ending in a Airig yod, just as do the 1* common singular pronominal
suffix (" ) and the end of the 1 common singular independent pronoun ( .JN

- "I"). 'The 1st common plural independent pronoun is WJHJN Notice that
the ending is the same on the 1* common plural 1ndependent pronoun and the

ending on the 1* common singular perfect verbs: WJHJN and 13-

le ' 13

A comparison of the independent pronouns and the perfect endings (1st and

2nd person only)
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2m

1C

21’1’1

1C

SINGULAR

pronoun verb
g2\

s n

WN

PLURAL

pronoun verb
mighynig
[REIY

1 1
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Imperfect Prefixes

Singular Plural
3m 5 5
3f N n
2m D n
2f D n
1c R B

Notes on the suffixes (endings):

Qal Imperfect

Singular
3m o PY?
3f ﬁm:y'm
2m NN
2 M9 myn
Ic 9 myx

Plural

ol
nnwn
MY
nnwn
glalv
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Singular

Only one singular form has a suffix

Only one plural form lacks a suffix

Singular

A shurig suffix is always plural

(just as in the perfect conjugation)

2m
2t Y

1c

A e ]

Plural

Plural

Aty
nI7AYR
plaliig
nINAYR
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Singular Plural

3m

3f

’
n 25
Predictably, the two suffixes that T
endina i)l . are feminine 2m N ] ﬂ
26 nwn nRwn
KX

1c

Singular Plural

If it begins with a°, it is 3" masculine

|

L
M
i

3ms

3mp

AR e R I
|
Al
30 IO |
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Singul
If it begins with a I, it is 3 ferine or 2 person \\%qwﬂ

Notes on the prefixes:
N always 1* common singular.
- always 3" masculine. If followed by a 7 suffix (ending), it is

3* masculine plural, otherwise it is singular.
n All 2" persons begin with a zau suffix.

J always 1° common plural.

'The Niphal perfect and the Qal imperfect 1cs both take a prefixed nun. 'This
can cause confusion, because the pointing for the Niphal perfect 3ms and the

Qal imperfect 1cp can be identical.
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“he was killed”
pointing

Niphal perfect 3ms: BQPJ
' _ .3

Qal imperfect 1cp: z?'[JJ

« . »
‘weg are becommg great

Remember, the 3ms is the only perfect form that does not take a suffix. That
means that the other forms of the perfect will easily distinguish themselves
from the imperfects by their suffixes. For example, the nun on the following

verb must be the nun of the Niphal, not of the imperfect lcp, because of the

ending:
"HYAVI
YAV
| T

perfect ending = niphal prefix

Remember that the names of the stems are actually the 3ms forms of these

stems:
oyon yon Dyann Syp Dys Yyn1 R
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4.2 § The Derived Stem Diagnostic Chart

'The following chart is a diagnostic chart that greatly simplifies identifying most
verb stems in Hebrew. This chart will be referred to throughout the following

sections.

The ¢ mark on the imperfect forms below is a placeholder. It symbolizes the
imperfect prefixes. In other words, the imperfect prefixes can each go where the

¢ mark goes. (These four letters are the imperfect prefixes: 111°X)

Derived Stem Diagnostic Chart

Perfect Imperfect

gy 3 X

Spp ) XX
Sz ) XX
yeon o LOm R

- . . -

53)_75” n ) ;

p . usually , or .. . -
L . TN e

usually — or  or _

ora] ]

/
\

¢
T
(
‘ 1
or “u” class vowel orq or “u”class vowel | or ° 45

45 Adapted from 115
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Strong Verbs

46

Logos chart, https://www.logos.com/images/products/6338/6x9.pdf

Q3 DN3d D opha Dae
3ms Hop Sop1 | Svp/Svp Sop | Sopn Sopn Sopni
s | mpop | MR MR | mpvp | mpBpn | mybpn | maepmd
2ms | B70R modp | mdp | mdp | modpn | mydpn | mdpnn
s | mop FOP) | RPOp | FOR | Rp0pn | Fp0pR | myopnn
perf | Tcs | R70R nop | ompdp | onpdp | mydpn | ndpn | n7dpnn
3¢p Splol) VP P Pop | Ypn | dvpn | dvpnn
2mp| DR7YP | onbvpy | onbvp | onbvp | onbvpn | ombvpn | onbwpna
2p | 1m0 | o | mbep | mbep | mhopn | wmbopn | mbepna
1p 150p 19071 1P up | uBopn | nHYpn | aHdpnn
3ms|  Hop op ooR o | op oop opm
3t | Sopn Sopn Sonn opn | vpn | Svpn | Svpnn
2ms|  Sopn Sopn Sopn Sopm | Svpn | Svpn | Huvpnn
26 | "Hopn opn | hepn | hepn | pYpn | hopn | Hupnn
mpf | 1cs | DOPR 0P8 2oR8 DopN | opR | Dopr | Yopny
3mp| 10! g | ep | e e epy | opm
3p | Ni7dpn | mipn | mibpn | mivdpn | mivdpn | mivdpn | mizdRnn
2mp A70pA Yopn | Hepn | Depn | Ypn | Hopn | Hvpnn
2p | n70pR | mipn | mibdpn | miypn | mibdpn | midpn | mibdpnn
1p | Sops Som o Sops | oy | Sop | Svpn
ms op Somn 2op opn Sopn7
— Hop Hopn i) ropn oopni
mp 150 rieipiy] PR HOPn Hvpnn
| nop | nYopn | bR 1790 ni7opnn
Inf Cons Hop Sopn 5ep 5opn Sepnn
Inf Abs Hivp | Yopn/Sop: | YoprHop Sop Sopn | Hopn Sopnin
Ptc Act | ms 50p Sepn Sopn Sopnn
PtcPas | ms 50p 501 Sopn Sopn
W-mpf | 3ms | 5opn Son 2o Popn | Sopn | Sopn | Sopm
Juss Sop: op! 2o Yo | Supr | Sopr | Sepm
Cohort |7cs | MZOPR | M0RR | n70PR | n70pN | n7ORR | nYOpR | npopne | 46
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43§ The Niphal 2¥D] stem

'The Niphal stem acts as the passive/reflexive of the Qal stem.

Simply put, "passive”" means the subject is receiving the action of the verb. So,
if the ga/ meaning is "He loved the Law," then the nipha/ meaning would be
"The Law was loved by him." Likewise, if the g2/ meaning is "He sought the
LORD," in the niphal the meaning would be "The LORD was sought by him."

1. Passive: "The offering is killed"+

Subject .
action
Pt

Passive = an action
done to the subject

2. Reflexive: "I hid myself*"

Subject

Reflexive = an
action done by the
subject to himself

action

3. Reciprocal: "Men strive together*"

Subject  Subject
<N

action

Reciprocal = an action done

back and forth

47 Leviticus 6:25 TT?SJTTT ('Dﬂfém
48 Genesis 3:10 NJI:IN
49 Exodus 21:22 "If men strive, and hurt a woman with child" n—_]rlj HQN 153;1 D’W;ZS 1?;5—5;1
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In this case, both subjects are "receiving" the action (a passive sense)

Characteristic J

Characteristically, the niphal takes a nun prefix in both the perfect and imperfect

conjugations.

NIPHAL PERFECT

Perfect endings on the Niphal stem

118

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Perfect Endings Niphal Perfect

Y3
1L T

13 : Djfjw‘] Singular
n. nnwi
. yanlalva
1 1'173WJ

m mnw
3 AW
Examples

Niphal Perfects Translation

027371 223
YIRD 72791

1721 "D 19 1Y) NI NiPT

. DY IDONIT DO I YINT
Jumielehy

"your eyes shall be opened”

"the earth was divided"

"Are we not counted of him strangers? for he

hath sold us"

"and I being few in number, they shall gather
themselves together against me...and I shall be
destroyed"

Passage

Genesis 3:5

Genesis 10:25

Genesis 31:15

Genesis 34:30
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:I’Z?S_! ij] l-‘l[-" DW "thou art called by the name of the LORD" Deuteronomy 28:10

NIPHAL IMPERFECT

Niphal imperfect formation

/\ characteristic nun of the niphal

o ¥
+ Y Anyimperfect prefix
LAZES

R
j D wx’ “Vowelless nun’s assimilate”
Ergiihe .

(They become “Shadow nuns”)

'
Daghesh forte in
Y

first root letter to
indicate a “shadow letter”
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Niphal Imperfect

'17;(;7
Singular Singular
_—— :
3f WT__JITU'I;'I L
YR :
5 mYR ;
RN ;
Plural Plural
Y :
s IRYn ,~
B :
o IRYR :
A :
Examples
Niphal Imperfects Translation Passage
Fomaaq e - . AT vwe and [Samson] said, .
Y ng DA_J@: D:—J;—D N3N 1?:& ! I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself." Judges 16:20
K . N . Q .
DPHZ Ty :IDW NWE’-N.? "thy name shall not be called any more Jacob" Genesis 35:10
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1Jﬂ;ﬂ n NI : "Hereby ye shall be proved" Genesis 42:15

'[ijfj ﬂP_zjx mpylialal "before I be taken away from thee" 2 Kings 2:9
15.3}1 n -58 | 7 ‘D 3:71 "Now therefore:'be not grieved" literally "and now do not Genesis 45:5
pain yourselves
bl?@’ j“paj "and the ox shall be stoned" Exodus 21:32

Waw-consecutives on Nipbals

waw-consecutive on a niphal imperfect

YN

“And then he was kept”

waw-consecutive on a niphal perfect

RIALZAY

“And then will be kept”

Waw-consecutive on a niphal imperfect

Exodus 1:7
and the sons of Israel bore fruit...and then the land was filled with them

PODN PINT NDRET .. 118 DRI 3

122

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Waw-consecutive on a niphal perfect

Exodus 22:8
if the thief is not found, then the owner of the house shall be brought near to the gods [judges]

orfoNToN Mz o 27237 2557 N3 NSoN

Niphals Imperatives

Imperatives are "commands," statements that having a binding force on the one

to whom they are directed. Since all compliance to a command comes from the
will, it was suitable for an inferior to use an imperative to a superior, for it was
understood that the superior would only comply if he "willed" to. Thus, when
used by an inferior to a superior, this binding force included an understanding that

the superior was free to disregard the command if he so desired.
Imperatives Hebrew are in the 2™ person.

'The Niphal imperative is formed by simply exchanging the imperfect prefix with a
bhey.

123

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



MYR 7

“you will be kept” X
AW
L] T L]

“you must be kept”

2ms

Niphal imperfect conjugation

Niphal Imperative
Singular
o anwn
2f vjnwn
Plural
DY

o N3N

Example
Proverbs 6:5
"Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter,

and [deliver thyself] as a bird from the hand of the fowler."
124
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T2 383 8T
D 1y T e
e o)y domep dopxds éx Ppdywy

xal homep Bpveov éx mayidog

1 Kings 18:1
"shew thyself unto Ahab"
INTNON TN

8Byt T4 Ayaap
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4.4§ The Piel 7V9 stem

'The piel stem expresses the following action: action of increased intensity that

tends to result in a consequent action or state.

The perfect endings on the Piel stem

Qal Perfect

. |

o

m,

Ba
i,
"

Piel Perfect

MY
TRy
anlal
Y

MIAY

Y
=lqnlal"
IRy
AW

Singular

Plural

126
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Piel alternate stem vowels

mnY

pathaq _
qamets _

seghol

Piel Perfect  Qal Perfect

nyy — now
my g
oy - 7103
3T 73T

The piel characteristically doubles the middle root letter of its form:

Piel Characteristic

mnY

" Characteristic
doubling of

middle root letter

127
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This is characteristic of all the pie/-related stems (which includes pua/ and
hithpael).

'The three stems of "intensity" and "increased consequence” are the following:

Piel active
3'*Pual passive of piel
3—>Hithpael reflexive of piel

128
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Piel Imperfect
RIA

singular singular

Y
nwn
nwn
YD
QAL

plural plural
ﬁ?;\_ﬁj
akalalviy
nr_gx_v‘za
akalalviy
plala

Intensive Stem Imperfect Forms

Piel

Pual

Xl Hithpael
129
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Basic sense of the Piel/

Tersely stated, the piels basic sense is that of "an intensified action often
with a resultant state." Slightly broadened, the basic sense of the pie/ is that
of intensifying or amplifying an action, often causing it to endure in ongoing

fashion in one way or another.

Thus, the pie/ is the stem of “extra” action, action of extra dimension, extra depth,
doubled or multiplied in some way, "extra" strength, often bringing about a
secondary (therefore “extra”) consequence. It is used to embody an action or
"substance" an action in some way by causing the action to persist in the form
of the results it achieves. In other words, it often is used in the sense of bringing
about a state that reflects the action. Basically, it communicates extra activity,

especially that affects the state of something.

'The piel often signifies a greater involvement of the actor and receiver in the
action. Thus, it is used of those actions where the subject takes on the nature of the

action, such as "to make a request” H?U in the piel.

Thus, the pie/ expresses an intensification or amplification of an action. Some
basic ideas and uses derive from the pie/s main idea. The following ideas are
closely associated with intensity and implitude, yet these are not to be taken as
categories of the pie/ but simply aids to begin processing what intensification of

an action can actually mean in its many nuances:
Repetition is an intensification or amplification of an action

Distribution, likewise, is an amplification of an action

130
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Transfer of action (the root action-idea is transferred into some state)
Thoroughness (distribution throughout, becoming then part of the state)
Emphasis (derived from intensity, also related to finality)

Sustained activity (intensification through duration, an action in holding, whether
the author of the action was holding it out or causing it to be held out, such as by
bringing it into a state)

Exertion, the amount of work or effort needed to accomplish the action.

Intentionality or purposefulness, the pie/ can highlight the intentionality of an
action.

transfer of action or characteristics

Action N

An action or characteristics of it distributed
throughout an object, person, or situation
Thus, intensified
Thus, amplified
Thus, the action endures in a state of
permeation, becoming characteristic in
some way of the object, person, or situation

Examples

) QY77727NR TRYtYINTOR

J T T T T T

R 0
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"do not labor the people there-ward, because they are few"
(Josh. 7:3)

Nj: means "to fear" but in the pie/ it can mean "to cause the

effect of fear" (e.g., 2 Sam. 14:15)

WQZ means "to instruct” but in the pie/ means "to chastise,"
an intensified type of instruction that leaves a deeper eftect
on the one instructed.

WTE in the ga/ means "to be holy," while in the pie/ it means
to cause the effect of this action, that is, "to make holy" or "to
sanctify."

PUg in the ga/ means "to laugh," while in the pie/ it means
to cause the effect of laughing (which can, thus, be used for
the ideas of "mocking" or any activity that results in or causes
another to laugh. This is what the Philistines used Samson

tor, Judges 16:25)

Nb@ means "to be full" (an active state) but in the pie/ "to
fill" (to bring about that state of being full).

As a causative, it almost always includes a greater involvement
of the subject in the action itself. Thus, the pie/ can express
an increased intensity or involvement of the subject (and
object) in the action, which, in turn, intensifies the action.
The hithpael form P‘an’ found in the account in Genesis
43:31 in which Joseph restrained his crying gives an example.
The lexical form of this word is PQ?S and carries the basic
idea of "to contain" or "restrain." Used in the pie/ reflexive
form (the Aithpael), it means "to restrain or contain one's
self." 'This is what Joseph did after his emotional outbreak —
he contained himself, before going back to see his brothers.

132
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Now, since the hithpael is a reflexive of intensive stem, the
intensive appears to signify in this case the effort involved
in Joseph's act of restraining himself (and all other uses of
this verb), highlighting the personal exertion needed to
accomplish the action.

Very similarly, extra exertion is required in a purposeful or
intentional action, therefore the pie/ and its sub-forms (pual
and hithpael) were capable of communicating that extra
effort that is required while acting intentionally. When the
Philistine kings balked at king Achish's desire to bring David
and his band along to fight Isreal, they reasoned with him
that turning on the Philistines in battle was a perfect way for
David to reconcile himself to his former master (Saul). They
used the word HJEW_D’, a hithpael form of the word s_‘gj‘_

"to please," reasoning thaf Dav1d would "please himself
to the master of him" (1’]7& N _‘T '&Wﬂ’ First
Samuel 29:4). In this case, the 1ntens1ve, reﬂexwe does not
mean that David would "please himself" but that he would
"make himself pleasing," bringing out an inherent function
of the pie/, namely, that of bringing about the action of the
verb as a standing condition or state. The Philistines feared
that David would do to himself (first action) whatever was
necessary to bring about the resultant action (extra action) of
pleasing Saul. He would not "please himself," per say, but act
on himself to bring himself into a pleasing state in relation

to King Saul.

So, the intensifying nature of the pie/ could draw from
its inherent meaning to communicate such ideas as the
following:

* the effect of the action on the object

* the effort of the subject to accomplish the action
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* the magnitude of the action

* the spread of the action

* the repetition of the action

* the finality of the action (causing it to endure in a state)

* the involving nature of the action

4.5¢$ Pual

4.6 § The Hithpael Y3117 Stem

'The hithpaelis the reflexive of the pie/. A reflexive action is one done by the subject
to himself. This may be direct, as in "he hit himself" or it may be indirect, as in
"he did something that consequently came back to him." Further, the bithpael
can be used to communicate the purposefulness or personal effort involved in

an action, like when someone makes himself do something.

Perfect Imperfect FLDN

AR R4
Syenm D ARk 4 0n

7
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The hithpael in the perfect retains the heavy suffix 4izh- (-]15]) unaltered
throughout its forms. So, by knowing the perfect endings and by identifying
the hithpael prefix the learner can fully identify most bithpael perfects.

In the imperfect, as seen in the charts above and below, the imperfect prefixes

(AN’N) simply substitute for the Aey in the heavy hizhpael prefix.

Imperfect
Prcﬁxes

XXX IR X
XXX
XXX DR« P
XXX ]

'The meaning of the 53]‘;}'13 stem is that of a reflexive of the pie/. Consider

the following examples:

Verbal phrases Translation Parsing™
.InWZ’ﬂ D:RS;:[ N277 ﬂ’l "Adam and his wife hid themselves" Gen. 3:8 Hithpael perfect 3ms
tj ’I-f: on I_j ’.:r*_ ﬂﬂ "submit thyself under her hands." Gen. 16:9 Hithpael imperfect 3fs

: D;ﬂm_ q’y ¥1 M E 17 "she took a vail and covered herself" Gen. 24:65 Hithpael impefect 3fs

50 msc = masculine, plural construct; fsc = feminine, singular construct; etc. 135
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:3 7'ﬂ’] then He grieved Himself to His heart Gen. 6:6 Hithpael perfect 3ms

lalg ﬂ@é " Why do ye look one upon another?" Gen. 42:1 Hithpael imperfect 2mp

Reciprocal (Indirect) Use of the Hithpael

'The hithpael can be used to express reciprocal action (action done by one to

another and then returned by the other, or back and forth action).

Consider the example below of Esau and Jacob in the womb.

\D’JJU 1E_Eﬁﬂ71 "the sons crushed themselves" (in the womb) Genesis 25:22

(-|Esau and Jacob were doing this activity to each other and, in turn, having it
done to themselves. So, this is an extended use of the reflexive, for an action
is done by one person to another, and as a consequence, the other does the
action in return. So, these verbs could be expressed as a passive (e.g., "Jacob was
crushed by Esau") but that only communicates part of the information. Jacob
was, indeed, crushed by Esau in the womb...but Jacob was also crushing Esau in
the womb. Their actions were coming back to themselves as responses from the

other. 'The hithpael communicates all of this at once.

Another example of a reflexive that is indirect is found in Proverbs 31:30.

59 JNN R "she shall praise herself"  Proverbs 31:30

As the Authorized Version correctly noted, this woman is not praising herself
136
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(i.e., boasting), though, indeed, she is praising herself. Her praise of herself is
indirect, not produced by her own mouth or opinion, though iz is produced by
herself. She praises herself by producing a life that is in agreement with God
and His design and this returns praise to her. The validity of her right choices
are zotally be confirmed by God Himself. She shall be praised.

4.7§ The Hiphil 2°Y977 Stem

'The hiphil is the causative active of the Qal.

Hiphil Perfect
— = lly . or
(. usually .
(
\
usually , or ~or _

137
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Perfect
Endings

|

|

m

1
on
m
"

Hiphil Perfect

20
PN
D310
D310
NPT

13p7
R
13770
133710

Singular

Plural
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Hiphil Perfect Hey Prefix Pattern*

’
20 T SwongVerb 23 T3
100 |
T 1 Hollowverbs 272 "0idR0
! Singular ’ o i ’
ﬁ i1 Geminite Verbs 7777 5?1 i
I
= il I-yod verbs -if\j 'l’?ﬁﬂ
ﬂ/lj - [-guttural verbs 128 IO
e 0T
T
i .
: Plural * based on a personal study of nearly all 2,678 hiphil
n perfect forms found in Scripture
** copies the vowel of the composite shwa that follows it
n orilefaults to a seghol if no C(I))mposite shwa
Examples
Niphal Imperfects Translation Passage
- g Smn = 5o e G=enq "..and God divided the light from the darkness.” Genesis 1:4
: i 1IN i 2N &
N > LT VI P aia T, ) )
?jg:"by Dﬁnbx ‘-‘l‘—p jﬁmmn Nb Eio) eic;i}’lt'}'le LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the Genesis 35:10
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Dr_‘b "Snxn-xb 59 1:’7 19 "And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not"
e 7 © ™7 [literally "because he did not cause firmness to them" in ~ Genesis 45:26

his mind]

Hiphil Imperfects

Hiphil Imperfect Diagnostics
’ PR imperfect prefixes

= vowel for the st b
( (. vow e strong verbs

140
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Hiphil Imperfect

gk
miglrls
Jﬁﬁp D Singular
s
PR

127
giiglrly
TP Pl
giiglply
271

4.8 § The waw conjunction and waw consecutive

'The waw-consecutive is a unique conjunction that expresses the idea of

sequential action or thought. Now, the waw-consecutive only attaches to a verb.

The waw-consecutives in Hebrew express one basic concept: sequential

relationship, one action following another action either in time or in thought.
So, this one basic concept of sequential relationship has two basic uses:

1. temporal sequence
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2. logical sequence

Temporal sequences are most common, found prolifically throughout the
historical accounts (narrative portions) of Scripture. Logical sequences are less
common but still common. In parallelism structures (aka "poetry") the waw-
consecutive is rare, not because of "stylistic reasons," but because of the parallel

structure and purpose of these portions of Scripture.

So, the waw consecutive communicates a temporal sequence ("and then...") of
the actions and events it introduces. When dealing with thoughts, it introduces

a logical sequence (such as "therefore" or "so then").

It is possible that all or nearly all the waw-consecutives can be summarized by
the two English phrases "and then" (temporal sequence, subsequence) and "so

then" (logical sequence, consequence).
Main points concerning the waw consecutive:

*  Generally, each sequence starts with a main verb that establishes the timing
and context of the sequence (the starting point).*!

* This main verb of the sequence does not have a waw consecutive attached.
'This establishing verb is then followed by a verb or a chain of verbs
governed by waw consecutives.

*  'The verbs that are governed by a waw consecutive are all in the opposite
aspect (perfect or imperfect) of the establishing verb.

Here is a schematic of a description of a past event and the sequence of actions
within it:

51 Some waw-consecutives do not go back to an individual establishing verb, such as those that start books of Scripture. These go back to the accounts of Scripture preceding them. 142
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Perfect

"> waw consec. on imperfect
L > waw consec. on imperfect

— waw consec. on imperfect

'— waw consec. on imperfect

Example

TR TR

Psalm 40:1-3 .
(English verse numbers) ’5& ('5’1 <«

PIYTY DY

i orn JiNg 793 ﬂ:‘vsme
92 %531 v%a Sy Bpi—

E;jrj ui ay'l "D mue

I waited patiently for the LORD;

| and he inclined unto me,

> and heard my cry.

> and set my feet upon a rock...

“— And he hath put a new song in my mouth,

Here is a schematic of a description of a present or future event and the sequence

of actions within it:
Imperfect
"> waw consec. on perfect

"> waw consec. on perfect

—> waw consec. on perfect

—> waw consec. on perfect

> He brought me up also out of an horrible pit...

143
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Morphology

In the perfect, the form of the conjunction is no different than a regular waw
conjunction. So, when used on a perfect verb, the consecutive is identified by

its distinct change of tense from the establishing verb, as demonstrated above.

In the imperfect, the waw-consecutive has a unique form that clearly identifies
it. Likewise, it can be identified from its change of aspect (perfect to imperfect),
so that a waw-consecutive on an imperfect is sequenced oft of a verb in the
perfect. That is, a past-tense sequence will be carried forward by imperfect

aspect verbs.

On an imperfect verb, the pointing of the waw changes to ] followed by a
dagesh forte.

3

On a perfect verb, the pointing of the waw does not change: 1

]

Range of Meaning

Some possible translations that seek to capture in English the consecutive

144
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nature of waw-consecutive verbs:

Temporal

(subsequence)

*  "then"

* "and then"
* "afterward" Job4%1¢
*  "subsequently"

* "subsequent to that"

Logical

(consequence)
° "SO" 2 Sam. 14:5
* "and so"

° "therefore" Psalm 143:4, Ps. 28:7(8 in Hebrew)

° "thuS" Psalm 38:14
+ "consequently

* "that means"
° "for" Jonah 2:3, 3:6

" Ps. 69:20 Hebrew verse

Examples
Deuteronomy 4:6 waw-consecutive on a perfect (with imperfect establishing verb)
Genesis 24:8 waw-consecutive on a perfect (with imperfect establishing verb)

Genesis 9:14 waw-consecutive on a perfect (preceded by an infinitive, which
expresses the imperfect idea)

Ps. 143:3-4 waw-consecutive on an imperfect 145

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Two situations that can cause confusion:

M+ )
A regular waw conjunction on the LORD's Name will appear to the learner as a
waw consecutive, but it is not a waw consecutive (which only occurs on verbs). It
lacks the dagesh forte and it is not on a verb. A regular waw conjunction on the

LORD's Name takes the following form: mj’l

Guttural + * 1= 1

A waw consecutive on an imperfect verb that begins with a guttural letter will

take an altered form of the imperfect waw consecutive (- 1 ). The guttural rejects

the daghesh forte and the waw lengthens to a gamets.

NAX + -1 - NAXY] - NAN)

S Daochech forte ic .
Daghesh forte is > Preceding vowel

1

. . rejected by guttural
N = imperfect prefix ) °©

lengthens to compensate.

Illustration:
(All three are waw consecutives)
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NN N2 R AR ORUNT
1 t f

1 ] 1

T T

52

4.9 § Hebrew Participles

'The English participle can be identified by the distinct "-ing" ending, such as in
the words "running" or "printing." Participles are verbals, being derived from
verbs but acting as adjectives (and as nouns when used substantively). Thus,
participles are verbal adjectives. In the sentence "I print books," the word prins
is the finite verb of the clause but the participle of it, printing, can function as
an adjective (e.g., "printing machine"), but it can also function substantively as
a subject, as in "printing makes copying easy." In this way, actions (verbs) can

be used descriptively.
Key points concerning the Qal active participle:

* The Qal active participles all begin with a holem (as seen in the chart
below)

*  Except for the alternate feminine singular form, the endings are identical
to the absolute noun endings

 Like nouns, the participles can also be placed in construct-absolute
relationships, taking the same construct endings as nouns when doing so.*®

* Further, each of the various "stems" have their own participial form.

52

53

Genesis 24:47, see the appendix on waw-consecutives for an explanation of how "I asked and (then) I said" can be sequential

The feminine singular segholet form (NXXX) is the feminine singular construct form, though also functioning as the main feminine singular absolute form. 147
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'The Hebrews often used the participle as a substantive, replacing a noun
entirely by a descriptive participle. Just as with adjectives, when the
participle is acting as a substantive, it will often take the article, such as

22017, "the encircling (one)" (Gen. 2:11).

Qal Active Participle Chart

singular plural

Dﬁ

masculine

feminine

|

N

Illustrated using the root verb bUP ("to kill"):

singular

plural
fase. bpp“killing” (hefi0) D’bUP “killing” (they mase)

nbup “k.llling” (she/it) nﬁbD.P “killing” (they fem.)
m. T . :
ﬂbDP “Killing” ©he)

fe
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EXAMPLES IN SCRIPTURE
Participles Parsing® Translation
gk @w il TS 5 "and Sarah (was) hearing" Gen. 18:10

- @.W'_ -b; ms "the entirety of the (one) hearing"  Gen. 26:6

ﬂmﬁ; P the '11V1'r'1g creature "the (one) Gen. 1:21
S moving
‘jjx—zj: Qalms  "every (one) eating" Gen. 12:19
i 1” 1 J J_H’ ms "the LORD (exists) knowing" Psalm 1:6

D’D: :I}-IN Ef’&j\"@ ms d\:}}fls(')'sgemsts) the man ... loving Psalm 34:12 (13 in Hebrew)

TIMTTRENET o YN Genesis o

ark"

n7j:-hj fp lips "the (ones) speaking”" Psalm 31:19

DDﬂN 7?3:{ HEU - the 5(;ppressor, the (one) oppressing Numbers 10:9

you

54 msc = masculine, singular construct; fsc = feminine, singular construct; etc.
55 Remember the rule seen earlier in the grammar: "gutturals prefer pazhags under and before them." Due to the ayen, the seghols changed to pathags.

56 Something in his days makes them highly pleasing to him, fully acceptive of them, desirous to have them. This is indicative of an entire life, a silent description of all that makes up
his life with its desires, progressions, and arrivals, pointing out a life that is not only successful but one that is successful at the right things.

149

57 As seen in this example, the participle, even when acting as a substantive, can take an object.
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1. Final gutturals and the Qal active participle

Final /1

For verbs ending in Aey, the sere of the middle root
letter changes to a segho/ in the masculine singular:

XXX+ 1@y = HUJ (not T 1)

Further, except in the masculine singular, the hey drops out

in all other genders and numbers, as seen here:

singular plural
m oy oy
fomb i
Final ) and /7

SJ@@ becomes ﬂﬂ?éw
ﬂj; becomes ﬂffﬁ_D

As stated under the gutturals section, "gutturals prefer
pathag’s under and before them." Thus, the Qal active
feminine singular participle of J DW is Y fjw instead of
NJJ fjw This pattern is consistent for verbs which end in
ayin as well bketh.

Final N\
150
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x¥: becomes NNB’

For the verbs ending in aleph the pointing is holem-sere for
the feminine singular.  Since aleph, due to its quiescent
nature, loses its vowel and becomes entirely unvoiced, that
is, quiescent, the preceding vowel to lengthen from a segho/
(short E Class vowel) to a sere (long E Class vowel). For
example, the verb N¥: becomes NNE’ in the Qal active

feminine singular participle.

151

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Derived Stem Participles

Except for Niphal, all derived stem participles begin with a /2. This is the derived

stem equivolant to the "-ing" ending in English.

The derived stem participles are each easily identified by the same diagnostics
as the imperfect verb. This is understandable, for the imperfect verbs express
incomplete action and participles by their very nature express incomplete action

("durative" or ongoing).

Diagnostics
(Strong Verb)

X 73 Piel
73 Pual
X ﬂD Hithpael

XX Hiphil
(] Niphal
Examples
Participles Parsing*® Translation
58 msc = masculine, singular construct; fsc = feminine, singular construct; etc. 152
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“{Jﬂ—[:fj T Hiphil ms "and it will exist causing division" Gen. 1:6

"the (one) causing to draw near a sacrifice"

TN :’%PD” Hiphil ms sense: the one who is causing a sacrifice to Lev. 7:29

draw near
PHBDD Piel ms "as mocking”" Gen. 19:14
: v ) "the flame of the sword, the (one) turnin
NDB i n FJU :ﬁﬂ n L’)Ui? Hithpael /s itself intensively"> ¢ Gen. 3:24

"the one causing firmness will not make

o NS iaNmT Hipkilf S Tsaiah 28:16

4.10 §Hebrew Infinitives

Unlike finite (limited) verbs, infinitives (infinite, not-limited) express more
general action that is not limited by such things as person, gender, number,
or aspect (perfect and imperfect).®” Thus, they tend to express action more
abstractly, lifting the action out from the limitations of the finite verb to look at
it in the bare sense of the action.

Note, though, that the Hebrew infinitives do express stem information (e.g.,
piel, hiphil, etc.).

'The Hebrew infinitives share a feature of language that is unique to three closely
related Hebrew languages,® namely, that of having two distinct infinitives. They

are the infinitive absolute and the infinitive construct. These two infinitives

59 The clause here states, "And then He caused to dwell...the flame of the sword, the one turning itself intensively" The verb establishes that both the Cherubim and the sword were
not temporarily situated at the entrance of the Garden but would have been there until the Flood destroyed it and prevented once and for all man re-entering the Garden.

60 Except very rarely
61 Hebrew, Phoenician, and Ammonite - Waltke-O'Conner 1990 p. 580. The two languages Phoenician and Ammonite were nearly identifical to Hebrew, the Ammonite language

having come from Lot, Abraham's close relationship (Gen. 19:37-38).
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function in ways distinct from each other. Unlike the terms used for the nouns,
when "absolute” and "construct” are applied to infinitives, they communicate
something different (see below). For example, unlike absolute-construct
noun forms, the infinitive absolute is not the "normal" form and the infinitive
construct a "modified" form used to form a chain idea. The infinitive construct
can, indeed, be used in a construct-absolute phrase but it is by no means limited

to such phrases.
Infinitive Constructs

Basic form:

'The infinitive construct is the only infinitive that can take a pronominal suffix
(forming a construct-absolute chain with the pronominal suffix acting as the
absolute). It is the one most like the English infinitive (e.g., "to go," "to walk,"
"to run" or even stretching into the English participle territory in "going,"
"running," "walking") and is often joined to a /amed preposition to express

purpose (much like the English structure "to + verd," as "to run" or "to sit").

The infinitive construct brings out more of the nominal (noun) side of the
infinitive; whereas the infinitive absolute brings out more of the verbal side of
the infinitive. In other words, the infinitive construct tends to function more as

a noun, while the infinitive absolute tends to function more as a verb.

Some of the common noun-functions of the infinitive construct:

154
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*  Object of the preposition (very frequent!)
(Genesis 9:16 1375 "to remember")
One common use of the infinitive construct with the prep-
osition: to fulfill the action of a finite verb, such as giving its

purpose (much like the English infinitive in the clause "he

works to earn money"). Importantly, the action expressed in
the infinitive in such cases is an aspect of the action contained

in the finite verb.

* Ina construct-absolute phrase (Gen. 2:4) .
The regular form of the infinitive construct, which is
(sh'wa + holem), can become = (sh'wa + short 0) in
construct.
Example: The phrase & jT_IﬂJ is 2 construct-absolute phrase.
It contains an infinitive construct (Iﬂj from ]D; "he gave")
combined with a noun functioning as the absolute, namely,
) jT ("seed"). Yet, due to the accent moving from the con-
struct to the absolute, the final syllable of the infinitive con-
struct (]ﬂ) becomes a closed, unaccented syllable. Therefore,

nn

the vowel reduces to a short "o" (gamets hkatuph) as seen in

Genesis 38:9: SJT\T_].DJ ("giving of seed").
* Subject of a verb

e FEtc.

Infinitive Absolute

Basic form:

155
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Empbasis: 'The main use of the infinitive absolute is that of adverbially
intensifying the action of a finite (regular) verb. Usually, it will take the same
root as the verb it is intensifying. This is another manifestation of the Hebrew

doubling—for-emphasis.
Examples:

173 g 53& 'eating you will eat" (v "thou mayest eat freely Gen. 2:16).
Here the ﬁmte verb is 53&37 and the infinitive absolute is DN both
coming from the same root 53& (eat). Thus, in some of the very earliest
communication between God and man, the Creator spoke in such a way as to
greatly intensify the beauty and freedom that the first humans had in accessing
the pleasures of His garden.

mmj nVJ, "dying you will die" (*V "thou shalt surely die" Gen. 2:17). (This
verb is a weak verb, so the infinitive does not have the full pointing of a normal
infinitive absolute.)

These two words are forms of the basic Hebrew verb {1173, meaning "to die."

'This yields more clarity into the earliest language, as this is an actual quote of what
the Creator told Adam (as stated clearly by the use of miah 7 and 13’ in verse
16). The Creator did not speak incomprehensible words and structures to Adam.
Therefore, Adam comprehended the meaning of the Creator's words, already able

62 This is another manifestation of the fact that He does not withhold anything good from those who walk according to His design, for, to provide what is good for man is the

intent of His perfect design for life, the will that He wills for the entire creation as it operates under the light of His person. 156
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to mentally "parse" the meaning of a Hebrew infinitive absolute joined to a finite

verb of the same root, on the first day of his life.

Specificity: Sometimes the infinitive absolute adds specificity to the action of the

main verb (see Genesis 12:9)

Duration: One of the intensifying functions of the infinitive absolute in ancient
Hebrew was that of prolonging the action of the main verb. That is, it indicated
that the action of the main verb did not occur and then stop but occurred in
an ongoing manner. It endured. "The Infinitive Absolute expresses emphasis
when itimmediately precedes the finite verb, and duration when itimmediately

follows it."ss

Example: :’ﬂE: N3, of the raven which Noah sent out "going out it went out"
(Y "which went forth to and fro" Gen. 8:7). The sense of this seems to be that
the raven kept going out searching and though the waters still covered the land, it
continued to go out until the time came when the waters dried up sufficiently for
it to find food and shelter on the dry land. Notice that the infinitive absolute, in
this case, fo/lowed the finite verb.

Standing as a verb: the infinitive absolute may stand as a substitute for a verb.

[1 Sam. 2:16 infinitive absolute in the pie/ paired with Aiphi/ finite verb of the

same root]

63 Weingreen p. 79. Note: though Weingreen makes this statement without qualification, it should be understood with reservation. The infinitive absolutes do not exclusively
abide by this "rule."
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4.11 § Demonstrative Pronouns (4is, that)

English has two basic demonstrative pronouns: "this" (near) and "that" (far).

While Hebrew overwhelmingly uses one demonstrative, which functions like
the English "near" demonstrative, it does have a structure to express a distinctly

"far demonstrative" idea.
Near Demonstrative

'The following set of demonstrative pronouns function as near demonstratives.

singular plural
“this” “these”
a1 DRT 9N
m f m/f o4

A Hebrew demonstrative pronoun has gender and number and agrees with its

antecedent in both.

'The following two points are foundational for the demonstrative pronoun:

1. The demonstratives could modify nouns adjectivally
(called a "demonstrative adjective,” as in "this person")
or they could stand in a predicate position (e.g., "this is a
person").

2. As for structure, the demonstrative pronouns were
structured in the same manner as adjectives, following the

64 The feminine singular has two variant forms: 77 (ten times) & 7 (twice) - Walkte & O'Conner's Hebrew Syntax, Eisenbrauns, 1990, Accordance edition. 158
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same rules for both the attributive construction and the
predicate construction.

Attributive Position

Thus, precisely like the attributive adjective, a demonstrative adjective followed

the noun that it modified and took the article, as seen here:

Demonstrative Pro. Adjective

l—”a W’Na this man D.'IIDU W’Na the good man

singular . . . .
g NNTO HWN:‘ this woman ﬂ;ﬂUU HWN:‘ the good woman
ﬂb&a D’W;&j these men D’:’JDU D’W;R_isj the good men
lural < . o .
P ﬂbN.j D’W;U these women n12199g D’W;U the good women

Further Examples

" } y ) _ That is, in the book of the Law
nlhj nﬂ?:‘j jgp The Book of this covenant” 2 Kings 23:21 found in the Temple under Josiah

Predicate Position

When in the predicate position, the demonstrative did not take the article.

159
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Predicate and Attributive Positions Compared
YT ] this Gis) the way
VIRT NINT this (is) the citys
TT0 VT chis way
NRTT PR chis city

The following example is an example of a predicate use of ﬂbN Notice that
the demonstrative pronoun does not have the article, while the noun does.

Also notice that they agree in number (both plural).
0°0RYnT 17K]
lit. "and these exis# the standards of evaluation" (Ex. 21:1)

Exodus 3:15 has two examples of the predlcate use of -” in a parallel
construction: DPY7 MW I] and T VTP 22T 7N These wo
clauses (with understood verbs) are words spoken directly by the Creator to

Moses, defining His Name H’HN ("T Exist"). Here the Hebrew and a literal

translation of it are laid out to demonstrate the parallelism between the lines.

65 2 Kings 6:19 160
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Hebrew parallelism
oy
R TIe= B

Literal Translation

this exists the Name of Me to unlimited time

and this exiszs  the Memorial of Me  to generation-generation

Another example is found in Genesis 12:12, where the demonstrative pronoun
tollows the noun. Notice that the noun is definite (by absolute, that is, by the

pronominal suffix), while the demonstrative pronoun does not have the article.
NN S0

"this exists the woman of him"

161
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Far Demonstrative

Hebrew was built to employ the regular pronouns at those times when a distinctly
"far demonstrative" idea was desired. These were joined with the definite article,

as seen in the chart here.

singular plural
“that” “those”

m NI

A

ol |
i3
=

£ R0

ol |
aLs
=

Attributive Position

Using the regular pronouns as "far" demonstratives appeared mainly in the

attributive position.

Far Demonstrative Examples
N‘UU W’JND "that man" - Lev. 17:4
ﬂ?;\ﬂa D’W;BD "those men" - Num. 9:7
Dﬂ:‘ D’p:; "in those days" - Gen. 6:4

n:;@ Njﬂ "that is the pillar" - Gen. 35:20
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4.12 §Relative Pronoun WW{{

All of the English relative pronouns (e.g., who, whom, which, etc.) are taken in

by the indeclinable® word ng

As seen here, the relative pronoun is the same when modifying singular and

plural nouns. It only has one form and does not decline (change form to agree).

Singular noun Plural noun

YR OINT YR 007270

"the man which" "the words which"

Further, this relative pronoun had a broader use in Hebrew which caused it to
border on being a conjunction. This broader usage is easy to understand in light

of the etymology of ng [See Gesenius Hebrew Lexicon for "conjunctive"
uses of ng]

'This relative pronoun could be attached to words as well.*” It underwent the

tollowing changes:

66 "Indeclinable” means that it does not change form for person, gender, and number. One form is used for all.

67 The Spirit moved Solomon to use this form of the word more than any other writier.
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4.13 §Inter rogative Hey 0 (the question marker)

The following two passages both record a question but only one included the
question marker. So, the question was abbreviated, just as often done in English.
id you eat yet?" can be shorted to "You eat yet?" and understood in spoken
"Did y t yet?" can be shorted to "Yc t yet?" and understood in spok
language, even though no question mark accompanies this clause in spoken

language.)

1Kings2:13 N2 Dﬁz?féfnj
1 Samuel 16:14 :l;.;jz =5

4.14 § Adverb of Entreaty XJ]

This little Hebrew word, the word N;, is a remarkable word. It was akin to our

English word "please."

'The word N; marked that something was being requested for special care by the

recipient, especially relationally. It showed deference to the will of the recipient, 164
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inviting the person to comply willingly with what was commanded or requested.
(It did nor signal a lack of urgency, however.) Rather than basing compliance
with the command exculsively on the authority of the one issuing it, it moved
the focus to the relationship that they shared and the wisdom of complying.
'Thus, the word N; was used to soften resistance to a request or command by

showing personal deference to the recipient.

It could be called an "adverb of entreaty," a term that emphasized that the one
issuing the command was lowering himself, either in order to acknowledge the
greater authority of the other (as when man used it with God) or, if his own
authority was greater, due to the care the authority had for the one addressed (as

when God used it with man).

4.15 §Directional Hey (7 _) (aka "locative bey")

'The directional Aey is a gamets-hey ending that is placed on the end of words to
indicate direction foward or arrival a#*® that location after moving toward it. It
can be placed on the ends of adverbs (to show direction toward the adverbial

idea®) but most often it is found on nouns that indicate a location.

'This is a common element of the Hebrew language, found over 1,000 times in

the Old Testament.

Genesis 19:1 Abraham to Lot

68 1Kings 20:43
And the king of Israel...came to Samaria

PR N2TLLONTETER
69 Genesis 6:16 1 1 Z?SJ 7_3573, Genesis 19:20 /1 DQ (literally, "there-ward")
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TSN STEN T

" and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground"

Genesis 18:22 Angels toward Sodom
79 19771

"and went toward Sodom"

Jonah 1:3 Jonah flecing
LN 0920 b op

"But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish"

2 Kings 20:20 Hezekiah excavates a water tunnel

T STRTIN N2

"and brought water into the city"

166
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Weak Verbs Overview

5.1 § Introduction to Weak Verbs

'The weak verbs are those verbs which have a consonant that causes their forms
to deviate from the standard forms. The guttural consonants (UTTIN) are
prominent among the weak verbs. So are * and 1. Weak verbs are no different
than the normal verbs in meaning. Slight differences in form are the only

difference.

Keeping in mind previous rules concerning vowel changes will be essential for
understanding the weak letters, such as the rules that gutturals cannot take a

daghesh forte and gutturals cannot take a simple vocal sh'wa.
The three weak positions: by

Historically, the three letters of the Hebrew verb 773]? have been used to
identify the location of the weak letter in a weak verb. For example, if the first
letter of a verb was a guttural, then it was called a D-guttural verb. If the second
letter was a guttural, then it was called an ¥-guttural. If the third letter was a
guttural then the word was called a 77—guttural. Some grammars still use this

older system, so both are introduced here.

Most newer grammars use roman numerals (I, II, III) to refer to the three

positions of the three root letters. So, I-N refers to a verb root that begins with
an N, such as 52?5 ("to eat"). Whereas I11-/] stands for all the verb roots that
end in 11, such as '-‘er]

In the chart below, you will find the main categories of "weak verbs," followed 167
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by introductory "pointers" concerning some of the most common changes of

each category.

by

n-p/n Il-guttural 1Y

-8 I-guttural
-3 -]

-7

+ biconsonantal verbs (11- /1)
+ geminate verbs (111-11- identical)

Read "Weak Verb Traits" in Learning Biblical Hebrew: Reading for Comprehension:
An Introductory Grammar by Kutz, Josburger

Trait 1: vowelless nun likes to assimilate

Trait 2: Gutturals do not double, prefer a-class vowels, and
often take composite shewa.

Trait 3: Aleph likes to quiesce

Trait 4: Waw and yod like to drop or coalesce

168
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I-weak (B-weak) verb characteristics

I-N
I-1 9 9
-1 -~ often _ or
-V
/

[-& - often KR

: 9 D)
I-7 —— either . or .

5.2 § I-gutturals

'The I-gutturals frequently take a pathag or segho/ under their imperfect prefixes,

as seen in the following four forms:
YA - Tame - Y - DI

'The pathag arising from the I-guttural must be distinguished from the pazhag
that is characteristic (diagnostic) of the Aiphi/ imperfect prefix. The following

illustrations show the relationship and distinction between the two:

alply} akiris

" /w//,mr/ % N\ [m//.wz]
hkireq yod
stem vowel

169

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Qal IV Hiphil

Ty IRANE
) N pathagq ) \_ pathag
hkireq yod

stem vowel

I-X

Though I-N can take a segho/ prefix-vowel, it regularly takes a holem prefix-
vowel. When it does, the N loses all of its pointing (becomes "quiescent"), as

seen in the following three examples:
NS - IR - NNRA

'The normal pointing of the Aiphil perfect is ]7 379 with a
hirig under the bey. Yet, as seen in Ez. 32:13, when aleph was
the first letter, the aleph took a composite sh'wa, and the hey

mirrored it: ’DT:-’-XJ.-
The five I-N Hebrew verbs” are listed below, with a mnemonic for memory:

He said he willed to ear what he baked
even if be was destroyed

WDZS he said
i ; z$ he willed
‘7;25 he ate

70 Cook & Homstedt, Beginning Biblical Hebrew, Baker, 2013, page a-26 170
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ml 52’5 he baked
-[;zs he destroyed

I_’

'The two characteristic changes of a I-° imperfect prefix is that either the Y of
the verb root drops out, resulting in lengthening the prefix-vowel (i.e., ’ ) or the

Y of the verb root coalesces with the prefixed Airig to become a hirig yod (i.e.,
99 )

Qal Perfect Qal Imperfect
I_ﬁ I_ﬁ

Y  “be/it did good” 9 “he /it does good”
QY A Q3

yod coalesced

= hirig yod

Qal Perfect Qal Imperfect
[- I-?
imperfect prefix
)
Nx’ “he/it went out” Nx’+’ “““ > Nx RI > Nx’ “he /it goes out”
TT m .

lengthened to
sere

171
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RY? - XA - 207 - A7

727

Interestingly, the verb 7] 217 follows the pattern of I->. Thus...
Tnstead of T2 the form becomes 7] 7]
Tnstead of >D 7518 the form becomes 2 17
Instead of 25 the form becomes T2

Instead of 13]71_" the form becomes 1377?

Only on rare occasions is the 11 retained, such as in Psalm 91:6 -I?f_‘z "the
pestilence that walketh in darkness"

71 From the verb _[j: (to descend), with the 1st common plural J imperfect prefix 172
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I11-77

Main changes to remember:
PERFECT

= |
N
.D.'J; ~The i replaced by ”.

IMPERFECT

an’ - A seghol before the i1
i

173
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3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

1142 - to build

PERFECT
Singular
n13
13
M3
nma
3

Plural
13
13

DA

il

173

RULE

i1 dropped
i1 dropped

i1 dropped
i1 dropped

i1 dropped

i1 dropped
i1 dropped

0 dropped

i1 dropped

what replaces
the hey:

n
5

L)

The T drops out in every case that an ending is added
(that is, in all forms but the 3ms)

174
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IMPERFECT

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

Singular

M
man
man
12n
nIaN

Plural
kg
P3N
1an
P3N
n333

RULE

0 dropped

i1 dropped
i1 dropped
i1 dropped
i1 dropped

Either the i7 receives a seghol before it

or it drops out

In both perfect and imperfect, whenever an ending (suffix) is added to the verb,

the Aey drops out.

175
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5.3§ GEMINATE VERBS (letters II & III are Identical)

Geminate verbs are verbs whose last two root-letters are identical.

Geminate

1IN

second and third consonants are identical

'The meaning of the geminate verbs is no different than other verbs, but the two
identical letters do cause numerous changes. These will be learned at a more

advanced level.

In the imperfect, one of the two identical letters drops out, leaving the remaining

two letters.”

Examples

ZIEDﬂ numbers 36:7 from the verb :;Q

5.4§ BI-CONSONANTAL VERBS: II-1/

Bi-consonantal verbs are verbs built around what appears to be a two-letter root.

"The lexical for (vocabulary form) of a biconsonantal verb takes a middle  or

72 A rare case in which the second radical (i.e., root letter) is not dropped in the imperfect: Jeremiah 31:22

73 In fact, these roots are three-letter roots with one letter understood. Example: a third consonant appears in D7D "to die” in its other forms, as in Piel (Polel) participle 176
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Y. These are also called "hollow verbs" because the middle vowel drops outin a

number of forms so that they become "hollow."”*

Biconsonantal
o
oy oy
hirig yod shuriq

'This is the form of the word learned in the vocabulary, such as D’W and NN
and O72. Yet, in the perfect verb conjugation, these appear with only their two
consonants as the root, such as QW and N7 and DP In the imperfect, it

appears in its full form,
710

o317

13

2

ﬂm?JFJ Likewise, in the verb P: ("to establish") appears a third consonant in such forms as the hiphil: UJH:U

74 "The middle waw or yod drops out in the Qal perfect and active participle, all the Hophal, and the waw consecutive imperfects and jussives of both the Qal and Hiphil."

Barrett, M. P. V., & Bell, R. D. (2007). Bob Jones University Seminary Hebrew Handbook (M. Schleifer, Ed.; Sixth Edition, p. 47). Bob Jones University Press. 177
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Qal Imperfect DI

Singular
3m o DI
¥ 0PN
2m DIPR
® DD
e DIPR

Plural
o I
3 NP
2m P
2 ITIPA
1c D1P‘;

178

Biblical Hebrew Grammar and Theology For Beginners



Qal Perfect D2

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

Singular

op
g
nnp
nnp
yglalp)

Plural

<

<an9

onnp
[ERAIP:
Ehialp

179
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Imperfect Weak Verb Examples
III-17 verbs

ﬂ;; Conjugation

Singular

3f 1320
2 73An
2t Jan
R =i

Plural
3mo WA
e PIAD
am 3120
2 PIAN
e 133

180
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Most Basic Stem Diagnostics
- PERFECT ASPECT -

passive pass./reflexive
basic

reflexive
intensive

intensive

naoo

(intensive)
causing a state

7

basic, active action of the
particular verb

passive
causative

0

(causative)
causing an action

181
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Most Basic Stem Diagnostics
- IMPERFECT ASPECT -

passive
causative

passive pass./reflexive
basic
T

reflexive
intensive

intensive
T

i} XXX

—

(causative)
causing an action

(intensive)
causing a state

7

basic, active action of the
particular verb

182
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Imperative Verbs Overview

6.1 § Introduction To Imperative Verbs

An "imperative" is a form of verb that communicates the will or volition of the
speaker to a recipient in order to bring about that will in the recipient. Note this

definition carefully.

'The Hebrew imperative is basically the same as a "command," but functions
slightly broader than the English idea of a command. It simply takes in those
situations in which the speaker is strongly (emphatically) expressing his will for
the recipient but it does not necessarily mean that the speaker is taking authority
over the recipient. This fact explains why this form was used by a subject to his
king or even by faithful Hebrews when speaking to God Himself. Though they
used the imperative form, they were nof demanding that God follow their will
or "commanding” Him to do so, as such, though they were expressing their will
tor Him. Their use of such a form indicates the confident trust that they had
in His person and their knowledge that what they willed Him to do was not
contrary to His will. This use of the imperative was similar to what a child does
in excitedly calling "Come here!" to his parents in order to show them some
little discovery he made. If the relationship is arranged under God's design, the
child will not be taking authority over his parents by this call. Rather, he is using
the imperative form to communicate the fact that he is persuaded that his will
is their will as well, based on his knowledge of them and the marvel of sharing

his discovery with them.

'This is not to say that the Hebrew imperative was less forceful or authoritative

than a command. Its force and authority depended not merely on the 183
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grammatical form but on the speaker, for the speaker's authority and position, it

was clearly understood, defined the authority of the command.

'The following chart gives a comparison between the ga/imperfect chart and the

gal imperative chart.

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

3m
3f
2m
2f

1c

Qal Imperfect

Singular

Thwn
alel3

Plural

npxzjm
nIdwn

Qal Imperative
Singular

MY 2w
Y
Plural

1jnw 2m
Ry

184
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'The following chart gives a comparison between the ga/ imperfect chart and

the ga/imperative chart while detailing the changes that take place to form the

imperative.

Qal Imperfect Paradigm

Singular
3m
3f
xR
1c

Plural
3m
3f
m  NUN
2 b alalivig
1c

~
A ’

i
Y

MY
ghglal”

Qal Imperative Paradigm

Singular

MY

. .
Y
\
two vocal sh'was X
cannot stand together

two vocal sh’'was
cannot stand together

¥

Y

Y

Plural

ﬁmﬂ

pglal”

2m

2f

2m
2f

135
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Hebrew imperatives are only stated in the positive. That is, they do not take the
negative 5& To state a negative command, another form of the verb was used

(called a jussive).

6.2 § The Qal Imperative

Imperatives are simple to form, for the most part. The imperfect prefix is

removed from the 2nd person verb and an imperative is formed.

Imperatives were simply formed by taking the 2™ person imperfect forms of the

verb and removing the 7au imperfect prefix.

Statement jnwn “You™ are keeping.”
Command j D w “keep!”

The imperatives were built on the imperfects because they are a subcategory
of the imperfects. (Imperatives, like imperfects, express action that is not yet

complete.)

'The Qal Imperative chart:

186
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Qal Imperative

Singular Plural

m MY Y
®* MY IRY

6.3 § Bi-Consonantal Imperatives

The imperative form of the bi-consonantal verb DWP (and similar verbs) is
formed in the identical way as the regular verb: simply remove the imperfect
prefix (except for the feminine plural, which looses the yod+vowel, returning to

the normal imperative feminine plural ending: Tt;)

Qal Imperative of biconsonantal

Singular Plural
<
2m D1P “rise!” (to a masculine, singular subject) 1D]P “rise!” (to a masculine, plural subject)
< o<
2f ’D]P “rise!” (to a feminine, singular subject) n;np “rise!” (to a feminine, plural subject)

'The imperative accents are the same as they are in the imperfect.

187
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THE VOLITIONAL EMPHATICS

7.1§ Introduction To Volitional Emphatics

Before speaking of the emphatics, there are three volitionals in general to speak
of in ancient Hebrew.” Since they present statements about what someone is
determined to do or may determine to do (i.e., expression of inward choice, not
a statement of what has been outwardly done), the actions they present are not
completed at the time of communication. Thus, it is logical that all three of

these forms in Hebrew build off of the imperfect Hebrew verb forms.

Imperative An "imperative" is a form of verb that
communicates the will or volition of the speaker
to a recipient in order to bring about that will
in the recipient (such as by authority, influence,
relationship, etc.).

Cohortative  The cohortative expresses the firm determination
of the subject to accomplish an action or, if seeking
permission, expresses an indirect request to do so.

Jussive Expresses a will for another indirectly, that is, by
means of the 3rd person

7.2 § The "Cohortative"

Accurately Understanding Cohortatives

What modern Hebrew grammars often leave hazy about the cohortative is the

75 from the Latin root "vol" meaning "will" as in "volunteer" (one willingly and freely taking part in a task) 188
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fact that it is an emphatic form, making a strong statement of the will and
certainty of the speaker. Indeed, the cohortative is highly emphatic, a 1st person
emphatic form (for both 1st person singular and plural), used to express strong

intentions” (such as resolve, certainty, confidence, etc.).

Futato, in his grammar book, gives a typical modern description of the
cohortative: "volitive of the first person, for example, 'Let me listen!""”” While
his exclamation point does help give emphasis, the idea of "let" in modern
English gives the sense of a request. The focus of Hebrew cohortatives was
not on making requests but expressing the resolute firmness of someone's will
to accomplish what was expressed. (See footnote ”® for another common mis-

expression of this strong Hebrew verbal structure.)

For example, was God making any kind of request when He stated to Moses,
"I will get me honour upon Pharaoh"? (Ex. 14:17 hS]WE: 112287 Far
from it! He was stating the firmness of that which He was about to do, the
resoluteness of His will, which is backed by His entire existence. Or when He
stated to Abraham 500 years earlier "I will bless them that bless you" (Gen. 12:3
7[’37;773 h?j;&jﬂ_), was He making any kind of request? By no means. He
was revealing to mankind the absoluteness of His will to accomplish the blessing

of Abraham's true descendants.

Further, the "cohortative" was used of past events, to emphasize them in some

76 One grammar that correctly noted this stated: "..the meaning "cohortative—A first-person expression of a strong intention (let us, I will)." Andersen, F. I, & Forbes, A. D. (2012).
Biblical Hebrew Grammar Visualized. (M. O’Connor, C. L. Miller-Naudé, & J. A. Naudé, Eds.) (p. 360). Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns.

77 Futato, M. D. (2003). Beginning Biblical Hebrew (p. 148). Eisenbrauns.

78 "The jussive/cohortative usually conveys a request for someone to allow something to happen—e.g., 'let him go' and 'let her go. When making a request for yourself, you would use
a cohortative in the same manner—e.g., 'let me go' or 'may I go.' You can usually use the English equivalents 'may’ or 'let’ when translating jussives and cohortatives."

Kutz, K. V., & Josberger, R. L. (2018). Learning Biblical Hebrew: Reading for Comprehension: An Introductory Grammar (p. 194). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 189
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way, not to form any kind of request. This shows that the cohortative was not a

cohortative, as only expressing desire or potential, but an emphatic.

David abandoned his palace and fled with his small, loyal band over the Mount
of Olives and then down, down into the Dead Sea Valley for over 10 miles.
When he reached the bottom of this descent, he was at the lowest point on
earth and perhaps at the lowest point in his life as well. His band reached the
middle of the Dead Sea Valley, in sight of the northern section of the Dead
Sea itself, and stopped before crossing over the Jordan River. Night had fallen.
'Though completely exhausted, normal human emotions and fears would not
allow sleep. 'The fear of a pursuing army and eminent death...a deposed king,
deposed by his own son, would not be able to sleep. But David wrote the
following record of that night:

emphatic
“sarasosic hey”

e

TSR 3R] 0RY 7N

PR LT 02

"I laid me down and slept; I awaked;
for the LORD sustained me." Psalm 3:5

Ps. 3:5 (6 in Hebrew) shows that the "paragogic hey" is emphatic and can be
used to emphasize the reality of events that took place, not only to emphasize

desires.

Cohortative Forms (morphology)
190
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'The emphatic-Aey forms add a gamets hey to the end of the verb:

i

T
Emphatic hey j
Qal Imperfect 1cs - “I'will know”
Qal Imperfect lcs 7] -~ “T'WILL know”
T
Emphatic hey J‘

Cohortative Forms

1% Person
Singular Plural
Cohortative ﬂ;n:N ﬂ;n:l

Regular :n: N :nDJ

Cobhortative Examples

Genesis 13:9 Abraham to Lot
TN ONmpTTON

"if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right;
191
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FITRNIENY [ITEN

or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left."

1 Samuel 17:44 Goliath to David
And the Philistine said to David,

TITON A DRI N

Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air,
2O TN IR TR0

Genesis 22:5 Abraham to his young men
SUITT TIN
and I and the lad
Iy 13
will go yonder
mInaw
and worship,
227N 12

and come again to you.

In this last example, consider the weight of the fact that Abraham used emphatics
to state to his young men that not only he would return from offering his son, but
that his son would also come down from the mountain with him: "[we] WILL

return to you." Due to the prior 2,000 years of revelation, Abraham knew Christ
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and knew the details of the Gospel and knew that God was forming a picture
of Christ through the sacrifice of his own son that day on Mount Moriah. Yes,

these things are as firm as the rock upon which the cities of the world are built.

7.3 § The "Jussive"

Simply put, the "jussives" are 3rd person commands or requests.”

Shall/must —— commands

May/Let — requests

80

The forms of the jussives are usually identical to the regular imperfects. The

main exception to this is the verb H:U which shortens in the jussive.
Jussives are negated by the adverb 6?5

Examples

ﬁ]}s ’ﬂ'{’ "let there be light" (or "light shall exist") Genesis 1:3

The regular form of the 3rd person masculine of i 1 :tj is (12717, Asajussive it shortens
’ 1’ . .
to il

79 While some classify jussives as "mostly 3rd person but some 2nd person,’ the 2nd person instances are merely imperfect verbs used as negative commands.

80 Note: in English translations, commands are often translated as "let" 193
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m N e "let her exist woman to the son of your master"
TITRTIR? YR 70 y

Genesis 24:51

1@3--73_] 1387 jp_‘l"bg W"}I{ "Let no man leave of it till the morning"V

Exodus 16:19

Exodus 23:13 for a 2nd person imperfect used as a command

7.4 § The "Paragogic" Letters

In Hebrew grammar termonology, certain letters that appear at the end of a
verb are called "paragogic letters."®!

'The "paragogic” letters are I ,i1 and 7. They are added to the end of verbs
(suffixed), and are always empbhatic, or intensive.

i1 is suffixed to the following forms:
* The second person masculine singular perfect *odu21:3
*  'The first person singular future ("cohortative")

* 'The first person plural future ("cohortative")

* The second person masculine singular imperative.

I is suffixed to the following forms:
* To the third person plural perfect
* To the second person feminine singular future

* To the second and third persons masculine plural future

7 is suffixed to the following forms

 To the feminine singular of the participle

81 What follows is adapted from Beeston, 1843, A Grammar of the Sacred Language Hebrew p. 33
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* To feminine plural nouns (sometimes)

* Between two nouns that are in construct
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