GREEK GRAMMAR BASICS

Jonathan Cloud

20240126



“Aristophanes of Byzantium invented accent marks around 200 BC to teach foreigners
how to correctly pronounce Greek. Ancient manuscripts did not include accent marks....”

1 Schwandt, J. D. (2017). An Introduction to Biblical Greek: A Grammar with Exercises. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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GREEK LANGUAGE

The Greek of the New Testament is akin to many literary works in the English of the 19*
century, being composed in a literary form that was accessible to the common man, yet demarks
a common man that would be all too uncommon today in his ability to grasp complex chains
of thought and syntax. If “putting the cookies on the bottom” shelf was the goal of the New
Testament writers, their bottom shelf linguistically would not be our bottom shelf today.

We must remember that the thoughts that these writers framed were moved into precise
formation and wording by God Himself, the One whose design it is that each and every human
being seek Him with the whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, for only those who seek Him
find Him and only those who seek Him love Him. Since it is zo# His design that human beings
remain children in need of milk in relation to their knowledge and understanding of Him and
His overall design for life, it is not surprising that even the syntax of the Greek New Testament
can seem quite complex. Yet, what is often viewed as "complexity" is, in truth, merely maturity,
nor should the relationship between these be confused.

God did, indeed, place His truth in the realm of man’s life on earth, but that does not mean that
each and every human, then or now, has in his uncultivated state the ability to grasp that truth
without the development that comes by seeking the person of God as worthy of being God.

Loss of knowledge is one of the great destructions of sin in a society. Would it be reasonable
for societies to obstinately depart from God and the wisdom He provided them and yet expect
to easily and effortlessly grasp His language and His truth as they stand in a state of self-
righteousness and self-ruin? No, those societies and those individuals who do not deem Him
worth seeking will not deem Him worth the effort to change their thought patterns, learning
interests, and habits of life, nor should they expect to know Him until they do. Certainly,

the most degraded human has instant access to repentance and firmness in Christ and full,
immediate reconciliation with the Father through Him. But that will not give him immediate
access and knowledge of everything God has revealed in His Word. That dear soul still must
learn. Learning takes discipline and constructive progress in the design of God, things that
require persistence and time and, above all, firmness in God and not in personal experience

or taste. Paul’s single sentence with rich, interwoven layers of syntax that spans 11 verses in
Ephesians 1:3-14 (nearly an entire printed page!) is enough to dispel the notion that the New
Testament Greek was simple simply because it was common (koize). It may have been common
and it may have been simple, but the thoughts of the New Testament were neither to the one
who demanded them to be so according to his own standard.

The grammar and syntax and vocabulary of the Greek New Testament reflected in various ways



even to native Greek speakers of that day that “if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy

voice for understanding; If thou seckest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. For the

LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding” (Pro. 2:3-6).

Approaching the Scriptures as God-breathed, that is, as originating entirely in God and

determined exclusively by the wisdom of His mind, every part and every level of the Scriptures
become instructive. What man might be tempted to correct, he is drawn to wonder at and
benefit from. Seeing it in light of its God-breathed nature delivers man from the disaster and

shame of correcting or judging what is infinitely superior to himself. A pronoun that seems to
have too broad a reference is not seen as a mistake or error or a sign of incompetence. Rather,

things that seem like mistakes or shortcomings in the text before the finite human mind are
turned around so that the finite human mind gets a glimpse of its own limitedness and is given
the unspeakable opportunity to learn from the Master. What appears to be a shortcoming is
understood to be superiority, so the finite mind sits down humbly as the student, rather than
bearing the shame of criticizing what is beyond criticism: the product of total perfection.

Thus, a proper view of the God-breathed nature of Scripture keeps man from the complete folly

of correcting what is infinitely superior to himself. Indeed, a perceived mistake in Scripture

reveals a flaw, not in the Scriptures, but in the mind of the perceiver, but it only does so from

this one vantage point: the words themselves are God's own words.

The Greek alphabet has 24 letters.
The Greek Alphabet and Counting
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The letter y takes on a different sound when preceding certain letters. It takes on the sound of a

throated "n" before the letters y, , x, &.
dyyerog
BVayrn

Eheybov




aTAGYY VL

The letter v always becomes "y" in transliteration, as in Mwdwx to Lydia and ovpmabio to
sympathy.

Dipthongs?
at to be pronounced as ai in “aisle.”
et to be pronounced as ei in “height.”
ot to be pronounced as oi in “oil.”
av to be pronounced as ow in “cow.”
ov to be pronounced as oo in “loose.”
ev to be pronounced as ew in “new.”

vt to be pronounced as wi in “wipe.”

Breathing Marks
“ rough ("h" sound)

> smooth (silent)

"Accents are marks invented by Aristophanes of Byzantium about 200 B.C. in order to teach
foreigners the correct pronunciation of Greek."”

2 Nunn, H. P. V. (1923). The elements of New Testament Greek (p. 3). Cambridge University Press.
3 Nunn, H. P. V. (1923). The elements of New Testament Greek (p. 5). Cambridge University Press.



CONTRACTIONS

a € 1 0 w
a a a a ) w
€ aory el " o

" | | & &
0 w o w o
) w w w w w

Key memory points, building from the first and primary points:
1. w is always king
2. ois prince and always becomes king or remains prince in ov

“Everyone acts royal around royalty”

LS

Otherwise 1 and a always win, even over each other
5. v and t vowels do not contract

6. Any combination of o with either 0 or € becomes ov

Explanation:
1. w (long “0”) is king and always wins (think “o-MEGA”)

2. o (short “0”) is prince and always becomes king under contraction, except around
another prince or € (see point 5)

3. “Everyome acts royal around royalty” (all vowels other than o-class change to w
when contracting with "royalty" except when changing to ov (see point 6) - still

4 This chart adapted from Mounce Biblical Greek Handbook , 2™ ed. with reference to Samuel Green’s Handbook to the Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 3 published 1870



in the royalty category, though)

4. Other than when encountering royalty, 1) and a always win (and whichever
comes first wins over the other):

and
o g " 0 w
o o o o ) w

5. v and t vowels form compounds when preceded by vowels, never contracting
(example: o + 1= atand w + 1 = )

6. Any combination of 0 with either 0 or € (0g, 00, €0) becomes ov?

A walk through the chart

O-mega is “king”:

a € ) o W
a a a a W @
€ aorn €l " o w
Y " " " 0 .
0 ) o ) o w
W w ) ) w

5 These are the only combinations that form ov



O-micron is “prince”:

a €
a a a
e aorym el

Y Y
0 ® o
W ) )

“Everyone acts like royalty around royalty”:

=

€ € 8 =8 R

ov

ov

€ € 8 =3 R

a €
a a a
5 aory el
Y " Y
0 W ov
w w w
When preceding royalty:

a0 =w

aw =w

W =W

no =

nw =w

but...eo = ov

€

€ &€ & & €

ov

ov

€

2 8 28 €& &

10



When following royalty:

oo =W
wa = w
we =W
on =w
wn =w
0ge =0V
00 =0V

when 1) is first it makes 1), except before royalty:

a € 1 0 w
a a a @ w W
€ aory el N oUW
Y il " i © @
0 W ov w o W
W ) w W ®w W

a first makes a, except before royalty:

a € 1 0 w
a a a a 0w W
€ aory El ooV w
Y Y Y noow
0 ) ov w o W



€ - two to remember:

a € 0w
a a a @ 0w W
e aory &l oUW
Y Y " noo0
0 ) o w oV W
W ® w W ®w W

Y can stand as a contraction for 710, 30, or O

& can stand as a contraction for ko, YO, or X0

Dizresis ~ (pronounced die-AIR-esees)

When two vowels stand together that could be pronounced as a contraction but should not
be so pronounced, a di@resis was used to indicate that the marked vowel was to be given

its own distinct pronunciation. Example: Mwbo1ig (in classical Greek wv were blended in
pronunciation, so a dieresis helped later readers understand that the v was to be given its own
pronunciation.)



CONTRACTIONS WITH DIPHTHONGS

at €l €l 1 oo o
a e a a e w w w
€ 1 €l €l " oo o
" N N | n w w
0 ® ot oV ou w
w w w w w w
7
el e®
a 3 a
E el el
" ] |
0 ot oV

Closing words on contractions:

Vowels that can contract will not necessarily contract. The above rules cover most situations
in which they do contract.

A circumflex will almost always stand over a contraction: ~

6 This is an already-contracted from another combination of vowels

7 This chart adapted from Mounce Biblical Greek Handbook , 2™ ed. with reference to Samuel Green’s Handbook to the Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 3 published 1870

8 This is an already-contracted from another combination of vowels



Clarification: Vowel changes on verb augments
Rule: Verbal augments lengthen initial vowels to either 1 or w.

For verbs beginning with €, o, o (short vowels), the epsilon augment causes the initial vowel (¢,
a, 0) to lengthen, not contract.

Certain vowels in the Greek text of Scripture do not seem to follow the rules for
contraction. This can cause confusion for the learner.

For example, to show past time in Greek, an epsilon (€) was added to the beginning of the
verb stem in the Indicative mood. This epsilon (€) was called an “augment.” In the verb
ETOTEVOOV, the epsilon (¢) at the beginning is the augment and indicates that the verb is in
the past tense. Now, what happens when this € augment encounters a verb that begins with
an epsilon, like éAeéw? Does € + ¢éAeéw make etheéw? That is what the contraction chart
would indicate (¢ + € = et). Yet, the result is not et but 1. The reason for this is that the two
vowels do not actually contract. Rather, the original vowel lengthens. Here are the patterns
for vowel lengthening that is initiated by an augment:

Augment Augment Augment
initial vowel
( of verb
e+ta — 7 etar— e+ev— 7V (or ev)
E+E — 7 E+€l*>‘7) E+CLU—>7)U
E+0 — W E+tol W

The summary of the above information is that verbal augments lengthen initial vowels to
eithern or w.

Hlustrations:
€ + éNetw —>  7\énoa
€ + dkovWw —>  nkovoate

9 Adapted from Wenham, p. 53



€ + Opviw —>
€+ aitéw —>
€ + oikodopéw —>
e+ akplpow  —>

€+ evdokéw  —>

wyooe
nroato
wKkodopnoe
nkpipwoe

novdoknoa

15



OVERVIEW OF GENDER, NUMBER, CASE, & DECLENSION

4 N

GENDER

Masculine
Feminine
Neuter

NUMBER

Singular
Plural

CASE

NOMINATIVE — subject case
GENITIVE
%4 cases | DATIVE
/ ACCUSATIVE - object case
/ VOCATIVE

/

Kof the 5 cases, 4 will receive focus /

(2" Declension

DECLENSION SYSTEM

1°* Declension

3" Declension

16



S Case 8 Case

1 Nominative 1 Nominative
2 Genitive 2 Genitive

3 Dative 3 Ablative

4 Accusative 4 Dative

5 Vocative +5 Locative

6 Instrumental

7 Accusative

8 Vocative
3 extra cases
Ablative - separation
Locative - location
Instrumental -  instrument with which

an action is accomplished

GENDER

In addition to masculine and feminine, ancient Greek had another grammatical gender:
neuter. In addition to being used with neuter words, the neuter was used in pronouns to
refer to entire ideas or groups of words (as opposed to individual words).

Also, a peculiarity of Greek was that neuter plural subjects often took singular verbs.

NUMBER
Unlike Hebrew, Greek of the first century did not have dual number (older Greek did).

CASE

The Nominative is the subject case.

17



(marking the subject and words associated directly with the subject)

The Accusative is the object case.
(marking objects of verbs, prepositions, etc.).

The other two cases will be learned along the way.

DECLENSION

The declension system concerns the o772 of a word, not its meaning. Three different
declension systems existed in Greek. Each one used a different set of endings to express the
same thing. That is, each one expressed gender, number, and case but used a different set
of endings to do so.

So, for example, the following words are all masculine, singular, Nominatives, even
though the endings are entirely different from each other. This is due to the fact that they
are each built off of different declensions (sets of endings):

npoentng 1% Declension
AOYOG 2" Declension
Kfpv§ 3t Declension

One rule that will become familiar later:

If a noun stem (not ending) ends in a vowel, it is 1** or 2™ declension.

If it ends in a consonant, it is 3*! declension.

INTRODUCTION TO VERBS

The following sections give a basic overview of the Greek verbal system. Greek verbs have tense,
voice, mood, person, and number, and the following sections offer an explanation for these
elements of Greek verbs.



TENSES

In the late 19th century, a Greek grammarian named Winer wrote the following correction
concerning the meaning of tenses:

"The N. T. grammarians and commentators have been chargeable with the grossest mistakes
in regard to the tenses of the verb. In general, these are used in the N. T. exactly as in Greek
writers. The aorist refers to the past simply (the simple occurrence of an event at some
past time, considered as a momentary act), and is the ordinary tense of narration: the
imperfect and the pluperfect always have reference to subordinate events which stood
related, in respect of time, with the principal event (as relative tenses); and lastly, the
perfect brings the past into connexion with the present time, and represents an action
as a completed one, in relation to the present time. Strictly and properly speaking, no
one of these tenses can ever stand for another, as the commentators have in so many ways
maintained....""°

The following chart gives an overview of the tenses and should be mastered by each student:

Aorist - simple (summary of ) action
past Imperfect - ongoing action € - augment
Pluperfect - a past perfect

Present - present action (ongoing)
present . . .
Perfect - present completed action (its ongoing results are the focus)

past action that accomplishes something continuously in the present

furure | Future - simple future

VOICES

In Greek, "voice" defines the subject's relationship to the action of the verb. Is the action
occuring o the subject? Then the voice is "passive.” Is the action done by the subject? Then the
voice is "active." Is the focus on the subject’s involvement ("subject-focus” or "subject-emphasis”)

10 Winer, G. B. (1882). A Treatise on the Grammar of New Testament Greek: Regarded as a Sure Basis for New Testament Exegesis (pp. 330-331). Edinburgh: T&T Clark, emphasis added.

19



in the action? Then the voice is "middle."

MOODS

The indicative mood is one of four Greek moods: indicative, subjunctive, optative, and
imperative.

Indicative Mood of actuality
(statement of fact)
4moods Imperative
Subjunctive Moods of potentiality
Optative statement of possibility)

The Indicative mood stands apart from all the other moods, for it is the mood of actuality,"
while all three of the other moods are moods of potentiality.”? Overall, the non-Indicative
moods express actions that have potential to take place but have not actually taken place and are
not yet taking place.

In some sense, all three of the potential moods are dependent moods. The actions they
express are in some way dependent on other conditions for their fulfillment. The indicative
mood, on the other hand, is overall the mood of non-dependence. It not does first of all express
what could happen or might happen dependent on some condition but what has happend, is
happening, or will happen (even if only stated so for the sake of argument).

This does not mean that the actions expressed by potential moods are uncertain since they are

11 Even sentences that speak of "what if's" can use the indicative to do so, as seen in Matthew 11:21 below, but they speak of the "what if's" from the perspective of fact, as actually occurring or having occurred. They
are given a temporary status of "actuality” in order to reason concerning the state they introduce.

Matthew 11:21

Ovat got, Xopalty, odal oot, Bfouidd, 811 et v Tope kol Zidcvt éyévovto el Suvdpets al yevbuevar &v Huilv, Téhat &y v odxky kol omodQ LETEVSToRY.

Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

* Scrivener, F. H. A. (1881). The New Testament in Greek. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

12 "The indicative denotes the actual, the conjunctive [subjunctive] and optative that which is merely possible; the conjunctive being used for that which is objectively possible (the realisation of which depends on
circumstances), the optative for what is subjectively possible (that which is simply conceived in the mind,—a wish is of this nature)." So, the optative in pij yévorro would appear to express what the mind desires,
without regard for actuality. The statement of p1j yévorro does not negate the actual existence of something but states the desire that something should never exist.

Winer, G. B. (1882). A Treatise on the Grammar of New Testament Greek: Regarded as a Sure Basis for New Testament Exegesis (p. 351). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 20



only potential. Their level of certainty is determined by the certainty of the condition(s) upon

which they depend.

The following chart will be a useful reference chart as you progress forward in learning the in's
and out's of verbs.

only in

indicative augment

Aorist - simple (summary of ) action mood lengthening
past Imperfect - ongoing action € - augment e+o=
Pluperfect - a past perfect ete=1

eto=w

present Present - present action (ongoing in some way)

Perfect - present completed action (ongoing effects/results of past action)
past action that accomplishes something continuously in the present

future Future - simple future

PRESENT & FUTURE

ACTIVE INDICATIVE

As stated earlier, Greek verbs have tense, voice, mood, person, and number.

includes time of action (past, present, future) and
tense aspect (ongoing duration of action or unspecified
duration)

defines the subject’s relationship to the action

voice . . .
(whether active, passive, or middle)

J defines the action's relationship to reality (whether
moo . . .
the action is stated as actual or potential action)

The present, active, indicative verbal forms are contained in the following chart:
Present Active Indicative
Singular Plural

I Mw Aop.ev

21



nd
2 AVELS AVeTe

wd , ,
3 AVel Aouat

Present Active Infinitive:  AUety

v + connecting vowel (o/¢) + endings

Since the indicative mood is the mood of actuality, in the indicative mood the tenses define
time directly. That is, only in the indicative mood is there a strict pasz-present-future
statement of time in the tenses.

So, for example, in the indicative mood, the aorist tense places the action in the past time, while
in the imperative mood, the aorist does not communicate past action but aspect of action.

"As nearly every Greek verb has the same endings in the present tense it is easy to conjugate the
present tense of any other verb by first taking off the final w of the 1st person singular to find the
stem, and then adding the endings in order to this stem."?

The endings in Greek supply person and number information, therefore no personal pronoun
must be stated for the subject, except for emphasis.

Future Active Indicative

Singular Plural
¥ Mow Aoopev
27 Aoelg MoeTe
3 Moe Moouat

Future Active Infinitive:  AUcgetv

The future is formed by simply inserting a o between the stem and the present endings.

13 Nunn, H. P. V. (1923). The elements of New Testament Greek (p. 7). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

22
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CASE FUNCTION

The following pages present the Greek case system from the vantage point of viewing each case
through a basic, underlying idea.'* Not only does this approach effectively describe the function
of each case as observable in the language, it also greatly facilitates the learning of the language
for students.

The basic case ideas presented here are the basic materials from which the varied uses of each
case arise. As such, they seek to define the basic potential inherent in each case, as well as
explain the underlying rationale behind the different uses.”

To focus on the nominative case here is unnecessary, as it is specifically the subject case.
Likewise, the vocative case needs no special attention here. The other three main cases will take
up the focus of this section, in order to gain a comprehension of their individual, fundamental
significance.

Now, it is impossible to separate a study of case from a study of prepositions, for the two work
together so closely that the point where case ends and preposition begins is often seemless.

Preposition Case

Even in those instances where the case lacks a preposition, a prepositional idea is often still
present.

Prepositions and their cases work together, each one bringing its distinct meaning to

bear in the communication. Though in the end the two gain a blended sense, this end-result
sense originates from the individual, distinct senses inherent in the preposition and in the
accompanying case. Their distinct senses are not lost or forfeighted in the merger of preposition
and case, as will be illustrated below.

14 The evidence for the highly logical relationship between the cases and the prepositions is seen remarkably in both the manner in which certain prepositions are attracted to certain cases and the manner in

which they are repelled from certain cases. This will be illustrated in the section on cases and prepositions in the following sections.

15

...the definition of case as a matter of function rather than form can sometimes be so rigid that it excludes part of the meaning intended by the author.” Wallace, p. 139
g p g Y p

The following comments from Daniel Wallace express the underlying fact that the forms and the functions of the cases overlapped in the Greek mind: “...this does 70f mean that, within the cight-case system, it is
always casy to tell to which case this particular inflectional form belongs. Furthermore, there will be a few occasions in which the same case form will have a double-duty function.

24



GENITIVE

Tevikn

the “origin” case

In its most basic organization, the genitive expresses source-relationship and either focuses
on connection with that source or disconnection from it. In practical function, the genitive
was used to form a simple attachment of one word and its idea to another word and its idea,
attachment with a source focus.

When communicating a direction, the genitive communicates an outward direction from

a source (away from or out of)."® This outward direction from a source is what is behind the
genitive’s ability to express separation (aka “ablative” use).'”  So, the genitive functioned as a
connector or as a disconnector and what tied the two functions together was its basic sense of
"outward direction from a source." If, as it moved away, it stayed in connection or "rootedness"
with the source, then attachment was the focus. If, as it moved away, it disconnected from the
source, then separation was the focus.

1on
‘a‘.\o
sepécus

A

origirProgression
focCus or
motion

focus

y
direction outward or away
from a defined point or “source”

18

16 In the realm of thought, this outward direction may have taken place and, in the moment of communication, may stand stationary, or it may be ongoing.

17 “The Genitive originally signifies motion from, then, more generally, separation...” Samuel Green, Handbook 1o The Grammar of the Greek New Testament, p. 12

“In order to comprehend the Genitive in its full syntactical relations, especially with verbs, we must premise, that the fundamental idea of the Genitive is that of SEPARATION, a going forth, whether out of the interior
of any thing or from its exterior; and that therefore the idea of the Prepositions &k oz of the interior, and dm6 from the exterior side of an object, lie primarily in the Genitive case itself. When, therefore, in construc-
tions where the common language employs only the simple Genitive, we occasionally find one of these prepositions inserted, this is only to be regarded as an addition for the sake of clearness...” Philip Buttmann, 4

Greek Grammar for the use of Highschools and Universities p. 330-331, published 1851
18  This depiction is accurate whether or not a first-century Greek speaker ever portrayed the genitive with this depiction, for it functionally describes the work of the genitive. Grammarians commonly follow this

practice when describing the ancient Greek language. ’5



The above visual depiction gives a graphical depiction of the basic idea that underlies the
ancient Greek genitive case. It makes unified sense of ideas that at first may seem dis-
unified. This portrayal is broken down into isolated parts below.

ent
O e
by, 1% sour®
ated Dipe
jon CEq§ro

epatdt e

< on S M ot O A
)CU £O \

movement through on its way outward

ent
e
G N

\
.
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Imovement away from or outward in any direction

The genitive is a case with a broad meaning, as seen by its ability to be translated frequently by
the English preposition “of.” It shows that one thing is "of " another thing, clearly designed to be
able to express possession or identifying characteristics, among other things.

The name “genitive" itself comes from the same root as the word “Genesis,”" from the root
*gene-, “give birth to, beget,” basically, as a verbal idea, “to originate” or “give origin to.” The
genitive was called the genitive from at least the 16007%s.

To allow the genitive to speak for itself is important; thus, the learner must beware of narrowing
down the sense of the genitive in any given passage further than the Spirit of God intended. For
example, though a particular genitive may focus on expressing "possession,’ it may not be limited
to this single idea. The use of the words ToDd Kvpiov in Romans 14:8 gives an example of this.

19 generation, genealogy, Genesis, gender, genes, and so forth

27



Romans 14:8

¢4 Te o0V {Dpev édv Te amoBvrokwpey, Tod Kvpiov éopév

“if ever then therefore we live, if ever then we die, we exist of the LORD”
Though possession is a definite focus of the words oD Kvpiov, they communicate
much more than possession alone. Perceiving the source nature of the genitive enables

the reader to perceive the depth of the meaning in this statement, a statement that
communicates something greater than possession while in no way excluding possession.
While man is "of the LORD" in relation to ownership, he is also "of the LORD" in every
aspect and facet of existence, on earth but no less when he transitions instantly to the

following life.

7. Direct Source: one thing sourced in another, often including direction “out of” or
« » . o .
away from” without a preposition

Genesis 3:61%X

Aapodoa ToD Kapmod

“[Eve] taking from the fruit....”

2Peter 3:17b Stephanus 1550

EKTIEOTTE Tod idiov aTnprypod.

“You might fall from the of yourself steadfastness”

2 Peter 1:4 Stephanus 1550

ATOPLYOVTEG ThG €V kOopuw &v émbupia @Bopag.

“fleeing from the in world in lust corruptions™

8. Identity: the genitive can provide the source of something’s identity*

One of the most common uses of the genitive is that of giving the source of something’s

20 Importantly, the genitive seems rarely if ever to be limited to communicating identity. Other ideas such as function and authority often come into play as well.



identity?" In this case it expresses a characteristic that identifies the noun by identifying

that in which its identity is sourced. This use of the genitive does not normally entail
physical movement, even if it does express mental movement; it simply limits the
“genus” of the noun. Also, ownership is classified here as a form of source-identity,
identifying the source of such things as authority, lineage, etc.

The source of the door’s identity:

John 10:7

‘Eyw eipu 1y 00pa tdv mpofatwv?
“I exist the door of the sheep”

The sheep function as the natural genitive for the door, for its location and purpose
is sourced in them. When speaking of a physical “door of the sheep,” such a door’s
identity and function becomes sourced in the sheep.

God Himself is the source of His word’s identity:

John 10:35
0 Aoyog ToD Oeod
“the word of the God”

A fear that should not arise from or be sourced in good works:

Romans 13:3
ol yap dpxovteg ovk eiot poPog @V ayaddv épywv
“The ones ruling do not exist a fear of the good works”
Sense: As God designed it, good works are not to be a source of fear
In English, the phrase “fear of good works” communicates the sense that someone

is afraid of the works themselves. Yet, when understood from the basic genitive
idea of source, namely “fear sourced in good works,” the idea becomes readily

21 Some grammars call this use the “descriptive genitive”

22 'This use of the genitive is extremely similar to a regular adjective, which would be “the sheep door” instead of “door of the sheep”
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understandable as the Holy Spirit intended it to be. The rulers that God establishes
are designed by Him to present a specific fear to society. This fear is to be sourced in
bad works and violations of His design for life. Contrarily, it is 7oz to be sourced in

good works.

Thus, the student of ancient Greek must intentionally think in a Greek and not an
English manner. Though this will require more intentionality on the part of the
learner, this intentionality is to be seen as good and proper and not “unnatural.”

The fear Paul identified in Rom. 13:3 was one sourced in good works. In other
words, good works are not designed by God to be a source or cause of fear for those
doing them. Thus, God did not design the fear that rulers have at their disposal to
be used to punish good works. The power rulers have to instill fear in the people
under them is one intended for those doing evil, not for those doing good.

So, in summary, God did intend rulers themselves to have a “fear” associated with
them, for He calls them a “fear” (96p0g), a fear arising from bad works.

9. Possession: the genitive can communicate the source of a person or thing’s ownership

Hebrews 1:3
QEPWV TE TA TTAVTA TQ pritatt TG Suvapews avToD
“bearing also the all things in the word of the power of Him”

The phrase @ prpatt T Suvdpews, says more than the phrase “the powerful
Word” would have, if God had used an adjective instead of the genitive. The
genitive carries a broader and, therefore, fuller idea than “powerful,” having the full
genitive idea available for expression. The genitive modifier defines the nature of the
Word as fully sourced in the transcendant power of God!

As such, it means more than “the Word that is powerful,” for it just as well
establishes that the Word of God was produced out His power as much as it is filled
with all the abilities of His power.

0. Apposition

Like the other cases, the genitive can be used in apposition to another genitive, such as seen in Romans 1:7.

Romans 1:7



Kvpiov Tnood Xpiotod
“the LORD Jesus Christ”

The meaning of an appositive is that the words related together are equals as defined
by the specific context. In this case, all three are totally and uniquely equal with one
another: the LORD = Jesus = Christ.

1. Object of Verb: when the genitive appears to act as the “direct object”

John 10:16

Kal TG wVijg pov dkovoovot*

“and of the voice of me they hear”

He was not speaking of the sheep listening to a specific utterance from His mouth,
such as a specific word (which would have been indicated by the genitive Tijg
@wVijg being placed in the accusative as Tijv @wvijv). He was speaking of the fact
that the sheep are constantly listening for whatever comes from the shepherd’s voice,
even listening to the voice itself, distinguishing it from all other voices. Such is

the ability the Spirit of God gives to those who have placed their trust in Himself
through His Son, to be hearers “of” His voice.

Acts 9:4

Kal Teowv mL TNV YV, fkovoe vy Aéyovoav adtd, Zaovl, Zaov), Ti pe
Stwkelg

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?

The words Zaov\, Zaov), ti pe Siwkerg (“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?”) are the specific content of @vijv (“voice”). In this case, the focus is not
on the fact that Saul (Paul) heard from the voice of God but on hearing the actual
words God spoke.

A few verses later Luke recorded the following change of case for the word “voice™:

23 Full text:
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

Kat dAAa ipoPata €xw, & odk 0TIV €k TG AARG TAVTNG: KAKEIVA e Sl dyayely, Kai TG QwViig oL dKOVOOVOL: Kal YeviioeTal pia Toipv, i motpny.



Acts 9:7

ot 0¢ dvdpeg ol cuvodevovTeG AVTY eloTNKEIOAV EVVEOL, AKODOVTEG UEV TiiG QWVI]G,
undéva d¢ Bewpodvres.

And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no
man.

In the book of Acts, Luke used an accusative to clarify that Saul heard the voice
(@wVNV vs. 4) itself, which means that he heard the words the voice carried to him,
but used a genitive when he spoke of Saul’s attendents hearing the voice (tij¢ wvijg
vs. 7). In other words, Luke made clear that the attendants heard “from the voice”
while Paul heard “the voice” itself.

Acts 22:9

oi 6¢ oLV épol 6vTeG TO pEV PiG £0edoavTo, kal EupoPot éyévovto- Tiy 8¢ vijy
oVK fjkovoav Tod AalodvTog pot.

And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not
the voice of him that spake to me.

Since English does not have the case system, the two records (Acts 9:7 and 22:9)
seem to conflict in translation. When only viewing the English text, Luke recorded
that Saul’s soldiers and attendants “heard a voice” in Acts 9:7 but then recorded
Paul’s own testimony stating that these same men “heard not the voice” later in the
same book (Acts 22:9). Many believers have been confused by this, and unbelievers
have stumbled when they came across it. But with a basic understanding of the
native Greek case system, no contradiction exists whatsoever. The difference in
meaning is rooted in the basic meaning of each case involved, namely the genitive
and the accusative. Luke recorded that the soldiers and attendants heard “from the
voice” while Paul later testified that they did not hear “the voice” itself. Though
they heard from the voice that was coming to Paul, what they heard was partial (the
genitive naturally expresses a partative idea), not the full extent of what the voice
was communicating, the actual content of the voice (accusative expressing extent to
or extent according to a limit). This would be similar to a situation where a person
hears the sound of someone talking but cannot make out what that person is saying.

2 Peter 1:18
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Kal TavTnV THv QwVviv fuelg kovoapev ¢§ ovpavod
“and this the voice we heard from heaven”

In this case, Peter used the word voice in the accusative (t7v dwvipy). The accusative
fits the fact that they heard the full voice with its words, not a noise from it.**

Verbs of partaking are followed by the Genitive:
tpanélng Kvpiov petéxetv
“of table of LORD to partake” which equals “to partake of table of LORD” (1 Cor.
10:21)

It is understandable that the different Greek verbs used to express the idea of
“partaking” would be followed by a genitive, for what is being taken is part from a
whole. On the other hand, if the whole was taken, then the accusative would be
appropriate. As illustrated by Paul’s words in 1 Cor. 10:21, it was not the “table”
(tpamela) that was taken but something “from the table.” [Note: table is definite

(think “defined”) by its modifier, Kvpiov the Greek equivalent for i11i7.]

Similarly, verbs which signify “to take hold of ” or “attain” when a part is implied take
the Genitive:

Kal KpaTnoag Tiig Xewpog avtig
“and he took [ptc.] of the hand of her” (Luke 8:54)

On the other hand, if He had taken her and not a part of her, namely, her hand,
then the Accusative would have been fitting. (See Matthew 12:11 where the same
word “to take” or “to grasp”—xpatéw—is used of taking a sheep out of a pit and the
accusative is used, for the whole sheep was being taken.)

The following example shows one instance of the breadth of the genitive; it falls under the
above description of the genitive’s basic function:

Genitive temporal source - Luke 24:36

24 This does not mean that Peter could not have used a genitive form of @wvn in this passage, but if he had done so, the focus of his message would have shifted.
Further, just as in English, when a situation arises such as a phone line is “breaking up” and then goes dead. The person could put down the phone and turn to the person next to him and say, “I heard him!” mean-

ing, he heard the voice of the person on the other end of the line. But he could just as rightly say, “I could not hear him.” The difference between these two would be distinguished by the genitive and accusative in
Greek.
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Tadta 8¢ avT@V AadovvTwy, adTog ' ITnoodg €0t év péow avT@V
“And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them...”*V

“Of the speaking of them these things, the Jesus Himself existed in midst of

them...”
THE GENITIVE WITH PREPOSITIONS
“opposite of” “away from”
avti amo
%, A ,

“with” “ETQI . . TFEPCIV without
“upon”  ETT( < “source” > QTEP “without”
;& ‘ A ’

“down” XQTQ ‘ TePL “around”
¥ | 3
5 Y ’
éx Tpd otd
“out from” “in front of’ “through”

The genitive and its prepositions blend together

The four prepositions used exclusively with the genitive follow the basic idea of the genitive:

Prepositions

avti  “opposite of” (with the derived idea of “opposed to”) then “in place of” (with
two derived ideas, one that tends to be adversarial and one that tends to be
merely substitutionary).

b 14 « » « »

amo from,” “away from

» «

éx “from,” “out from”/“out of”
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mpo

“in front of” (of time: “before”)
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2P DECLENSION MASCULINE ENDINGS

~ 2nd Declension is used for all genders but mainly masculine ~

Each case has an underlying meaning that guides how it is used in a clause. Below, the most
common function of each case is listed. This is not a description of the meaning of each case but

of its most common #se.

Case

Nominative

Genitive
Dative

Accusative

Function Basic Sense

predicate
nominative

SubJCCt casc - defining what the subject exists as

description, possession of or from a source
Indirect object case relation/proximity
Direct object case extention to a limitation

+ subject of infinitive

The 2" Declension (2™D) is the "o" declension, because an "0" (or "w") connects the stem with its

ending as seen here:

2nd Declension

stem  ending
AOY +0+C - AOYOC

connecting vowel
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Here are the 2D endings masculine endings. (Note that some feminine words use these same

endings.)

2D masculine/feminine® endings:*

Singular Plural
Nominative oG Aoyog ol Aoyol
Genitive ov Adyov wv  AOywv
Dative ® Aoyw oG Aoyolg
Accusative ov  \oyov ovg  Adyoug

These endings can be combined together to form a word for easy memorization.

2" Declension Endings As Words
MF
Nom Gen Dat Acc
Sg ----{ Og oV ({) oV
Pl - OLQV Olg OUC_;

Nom Gen Dat Acc

The masculine definite article in Greek follows the 2D pattern. Consider the following
comparison between the two.

25 These endings encompass 470 masculine words and 67 feminine - Mounce Morphology, p. 180, 184

26 Abyou - the ending ov is a result of a contraction between the stem vowel o and the o of the case-number sufhix: o + 0 = ov.
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Nominative
Genitive
Dative

Accusative

Vocabulary 1

Word
Bhéme
YYVOIK®

Ypadw

O0aTK®

Exercise 1

Identify the function of each of the following words. For genitive, simply write "of " next to

1t.

Column 1
Oeoc
Ocol

Article Noun Article Noun

o TOTOG ol TLoTOL
T0D TIOTOV TV TOTWV
Tw TUOTW 101G TIOTOLG
TOV TOTOV TO0C  TIOTOVG
Definition Occurrences

Isee 132

I know 222

I write 191

I teach 97

I have, hold 708

I take, receive 258

I say, express 2353

I loose, destroy 42

Now, but, and 2642

Column 2

[

ol amdaToroL

Todg &yAovg

Column 3
&vBpwmog

6 I'letpog
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O
Oedv

6 Ocdc
Tob Ocob
¢ Oy
TOV Oedy

&dehdoig

TOV VidY 6 vidg

adTovg 10D 8xyhov

ToD O¢od 6 apyLTpikAtvog
olvov Todg d¢Barhpode
aOTGY Tol¢ kdATOIC
AlyvmrTov

Sxhot

PRESENT MIDDLE/PASSIVE INDICATIVE

Of the three voices in Greek (i.c., active, middle, and passive) the Greek voice that is zot
contained directly in English morphology is the middle voice. The sense of the middle will be

introduced below.

Now, in the present

tense, the middle and passive forms were identical. Context showed the

difference when there was one.

MORPHOLOGY

The present middle/passive is formed in the same way that the present active indicative is

formed: M + connecting vowel (o/¢) + endings

Endings without a connecting vowel: pat, oar/y, tat, peba, obe, vro

Endings with a connecting vowel: opat, eotal/y, etat, opebe, eabe, ovron

Singular
I Mopa
Hnd X
3 Mer

Plural

Avbueda
Aeafe

AlovTal

Infinitive: Adecfat

Learning aids

When isolated, the 3t singular and 3" plural are identical except for the v on the 3" plural:
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Tal (3"sg.)
vrat (3 pl)

Think of the pou ending (1cs)? as "my" (1cs) as a way to remember that it is the first person,
singular ending.

FUTURE MIDDLE INDICATIVE

Unlike the present tense, the future tense has distinct forms for middle and passive—one form
for each. The future middle builds off of the present middle/passive form, simply adding the o

between the stem and the ending.

present mid/pass.  future mid.
g

Mopa Moot

Future Middle Indicative

Singular Plural
I Moopa Avabueba
2 3 o Moeabe
3 Noera AMgovTal

infinitive: none

The future middle indicative is built off of the present middle/passive indicative. The only
difference is the addition of the o after the stem:

The present takes the same form for both middle and passive. The future does not. So, a future
middle is only a future middle.

27  1*common singular
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THE MEANING OF THE MIDDLE VOICE

The middle voice highlights the subject's involvement or investment in the action in some

way. ("Subject focus")

In short, the middle in some way makes the action of the verb more personal to the subject.
This can result in a number of nuances, that is, subtle changes of sense. For example, in

the middle, special focus is placed on the subject's decision to act or some extra benefit he
receives from the action. Thus, at times its sense can be captured by the English reflexive
pronouns placed with the subject, such as "I myself" or "you yourself.””® Thus, the middle
distinctly makes the action more personal to the subject in some way.”

Now, the subject of a verb is always involved in the action it performs or that is performed to
it. That is, in a verb of any voice (active, middle, or passive), the subject is always involved in
the action described by that verb. For example, if "the toddler walks" then the toddler is fully
involved in the action of walking. This would be "active voice." In the middle, though, the
toddler (the subject) receives emphasis. For example, if the toddler walked "all by himself" for
the first time, the middle voice would be an appropriate form to use, accentuating that it was
the subject, the toddler, which did the action. "He himself walked." So, the middle is fitted to
emphasize such things as the subject’s effort or desire to accomplish the action, or the subject’s
personal interest or special involvement or deliberate choice in accomplishing the action.*

While the middle can act as a reflexive (the subject doing an action directly to himself, as
in "He helped himself."), the great majority of middles are not reflexive or reciprocal but
simply middle (yielding such senses as "he himself helped” or "he helped for himself") When
forming a reflexive the Greek language usually used an active voice verb with a reflexive pronoun

as the object, just as in English (e.g., "He fed himself").

"Deponent” or "defective” is a label placed on "middle-only" verbs, verbs which have no active
form. In essence, this label incorrectly negates the middle and causes the reader to view it as

28  Aswhen Paul used the middle voice in Romans 2:3 to place special emphasis on those who thought they would escape the judgmenet of God, asking, essentially, "How shall you yourself escape....?" [The verb ex¢evyw was used in both
active and middle forms and the scnsc-changc between the two is clear in Greek.]

29  While it may seem to do so very "quietly" to an English reader, to the Greek speakers and readers the distinction was not nearly as quiet, for they were not hunting around for its meaning like so many English speakers are forced to do.
30 “Here we may reckon a large number of verbs Middle; in which the simple reflexive meaning recedes more and more, and the Middle form signifies only, that the action takes place in some connection
with the subject, for his advantage or disadvantage; in short, that it stands in some close relation to the subject. Thus 8etveu vépovg to give laws e. g. to a subjugated country ; but 8¢58au vépovg is to give laws
for onself and one’s own country.... And although writers often apparently put the Active for the Middle, i. e. leave out of view the intrinsic reference of the action back upon the subject... yet they are very exact, at
least the good prose writers, never to employ the Middle, where some such reference to the subject does not exist.” A Greck Grammar for Use of High Schools and Universities by Philip Buttmann translated
by Edward Robinson New York: Harper & Brothers, 1851, p. 354
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an active. Even if the middle form was the standardized form (the only form preserved) for a
specific verb, it was so in relation to the activity of the verb being innately middle in meaning.
Thus, verbs that are labeled "deponent” are usually simply middles that became exclusively
middles due to their highly middle nature, not their lack of it!

Contrasting examples of verbs in the active and middle voices:

Active Middle
gmodidwpt, I give back gmodidopat, I sell
(no personal benefit (personal benefit highlighted)
highlighted)
dowvellw, I lend Saveilopat, I borrow
(the action of lending is focused on doing it for one's self)
dpyw, I rule gpyopau, I begin
(involvement, effort)
aiptw, I take aipobuat, I choose
("choosing" is a form of "taking but adds the idea of internal deliberation)
oxomd®, I look oxomodua, I consider
(which is an internal look)
waba, I let waBopa, I hire
neibw, I persuade neiBouau, I obey

(i.e. "Tallow myself to be persuaded.”)

Tedw, I make to cease mobopa, I cease

(not done to someone else)
31

¢volw
The verb £v00w demonstrates one exchange of meaning between the active and middle voices:

&vdbw active: "to put on" or "clothe” (someone else)
evdvopar middle: "to put on" or "clothe” (yourself)

31 Farrar, E W. (n.d.). Greek Grammar Rules: Drawn up for the Use of Harrow School (Sixteenth Edition, p. 8). London: Longmans & Co.
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TiOnue

The verb 7ifnu means "to set/place.” This verb is found 68 times in the active, 9 times in the
passive, and 19 times in the middle.

Active use of Tifyut

Luke 8:16
Odelg 8¢ Abyvov &g keAbmTet...hroxdtw KAivyg TiOnaw
"No man, when he hath lighted a candle...putteth it under a bed" KJV

Middle use of ifnut
Luke 1:66a

kel E9evTo TAVTEG ol dkovoVTEG £V T Keepdig ab TV, Aéyovtes, Ti dpe O Teudiov TodTo EoTo;

And all they that heard them [the words] laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner
of child shall this be!" KJV

Accentuating on personal benefit or accentuating personal involvement in the action:

Jn 19:24 dwapepioavto T& IUdTIA pov EquTols
"they parted the garments of me for themselves"

Mt 6:17 dheryei cov TN kedady
"anoint thine head"

The subject's close relationship to the action seems clearly accentuated by
this middle (i.e., "anoint your head" understood to include that he is doing it
himself, not having someone else do it necessarily).

Mt 16:22 npoahafBéuevos adtov 6 Iétpog fjpéato émmipdy ad e
taking him the Peter began to rebuke Him.

Mt 20:7 ‘Ot 0b8elg b épiadnoato.
"Because no man hired us"

The verb poféw means "to let out for hire" in the active but in the middle it
” . 1 "
means "to hire (for one's self ).

Acts 12:21 aorist, middle participle
6 Hpwdvg évovaapevos éobijta paathixiy,
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Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne,

Herod's personal involvement in arraying himself (whether by actually
putting on the garments or by choosing what would be placed upon him
or by accepting what was suggested) is quietly understood from the middle
voice.

Zacharias used the middle form of "know" in Greek when he asked "Whereby shall I know
this?" to the angel. He did know what the angel had said, so he was not asking for him to repeat
it. He was asking about his personal relationship to the knowledge. "Whereby shall I personally
know that this is true?" is the full sense of what he was asking.

Luke 1:18

And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall T know [yvwoouat - middle] this? for I
am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

el elte Zeyaplog wpog Tov dyyehov, Kate Tl yvogopat ToiTo; &y yap el mpeaBitng, kel
YuVA pov Tpofefniuin &v Tolg Hutpoug adTig.

By using the middle voice of "to hear" (dxovw), Stephen communicated that those hearing
would do so willing, receptively, hearing out of a choice to hear. They would not merely hear His
message, as some bystanders who happen to overhear Him speaking. Yet, many Jews did not
hear, just as those standing before Stephen. Yet, those who were true Jews—Jews in the heart—
vand those who truly heard Moses, would, indeed, hear the prophet who would come in the
likeness of Moses. Thus, those Jews standing before Stephen who would kill him moments later
were exposed as not being part of God's people, for God indicated that they would willingly
hear.

Acts 7:37

This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear.

00T 20Ty 6 Mwiotg 6 einewv Tolg viols Topanh, [Tpod#tny dulv dvacthoe Kbptog 6 Oedg Hucv
& @Y AOEAG@Y DUPV Og Eué- aiToD Axovoeabe.
(See Acts 28:28 for clear evidence of this interpretation of the middle voice of dxotw)
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The following examples show some of the rarer reflexive uses of the Greek middle:*
Mt. 27:5 émyéeto "he hanged himself" (Judas)

Mk 14:54 Oepparvépevog mpdg 6 dag "warming himself at the light" (Peter)*

32 And the reciprocal middle is the rarest of the middle uses. Moulton, J. H., & Turner, N. (1963-). A grammar of New Testament Greek: Syntax. (Vol. 3, p. 54). Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark.

33 Fire was nearly always used to produce light, and, as seen here, "light" was synonymous with "warmth" or "fire."
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2" DECLENSION NEUTER ENDINGS

~ all genders but mainly masculine ~

Only two endings are necessary to learn in order to learn the 2™D neuter endings.

singular  QV
plural Q

In all neuters, the Nominative and Accusative singulars are the same and the Nominative and
Accusative plurals are the same. Other than these, the neuter takes the same Genitive and
Dative endings as the 2*D masculine (and the feminine).

Nominative
Genitive
Dative
Accusative

singular OV OV w OV
plural a wvolga

2D neuter endings

Singular Plural

ov Eépyov a gpya
ov £pyov wv  Epywv
w  Epyw oG £pyolg
ov Epyov a gpya
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2" Declension Endings As Words

MF N
Nom Gen Dat Acc Nom Gen Dat Acc
oGOV WOV oV oL OV
OLMV O1COVC 0OV OIS
Nom Gen Dat Acc Nom Gen Dat Acc

The 2™ declension stem ends in an o (stem vowel). Yet, the form found on the masculine
singular nominative vocabulary words is 0g (such as A0yoc) and in the neuter it is ov (such as
Swpov), but these are the words with their case-number suffixes attached. When the suffix is
removed, the stem is seen to end in a 0 stem vowel: Adyo and Swpo.

The “o-class” vowel is found throughout the declension.

2™ declension masculine

examples
avOpwmog apTog Opdvog ayyehog
‘EBpatiog doAog Hnpog g\eyxog
Bepéiog Bedc vaocg dodAog

2™ declension neuter
examples

34 “The stem is actually *0eco. The intervocalic 0 dropped out before the Koine period. The vowels do not contract....” Ibid. p. 181
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gpyov Kpivov AoyLov OLKNTHpLOV
E\atov noudiov EbAov iAaoTtrplov
iepov ipdtiov nepPoratov  Quyov

Approximately 67 feminine nouns appear with the 2" declension endings, perhaps the most
common being 686 (another is BifAog).”

006¢ feminine noun declined, shown with the article3¢

Singular Plural
Nominative | 0006 ai odoi
Genitive g 080D OV 00V
Dative m 00 Talc  6doic
Accusative v 686V Tag  6do0¢

35 Toinclude in future appendix: Mounce Morphology p. 185

36 Since 680¢ is a feminine noun, it will take the feminine article



1* DECLENSION ENDINGS

~ mainly feminine (2/3), some masculine (1/3), no neuter ~

The stems of 1°'D and 2*D end in the following letters:

1%t Declension o also lengthens ton

2 Declension 0

If a noun stem ends in a vowel, it is 1 or 2™ declension.

1stD anD

ayyehia AOYOG

The First Declension (1D) is represented by the largest number of individual words. Only
feminine and masculine genders are found in the 1*D, feminine words making up the bulk
of 1*D nouns. Important to note, the endings of the feminine and masculine are not different
from each other except in the genitive singular.’”

The 1*D endings are added to words with a stem vowel of o or .

37 Masculine becomes ov most of the time in the genitive singular, just as 2" declension
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1* Declension Endings As Words

o M ey
Nom Gen Dat Acc Nom Gen Dat Acc

nnenmnv aoacoav
ALOV-OLGOC

Nom Gen Dat Acc

The only ending that does not join to the word through an o is the ending -wv, which is the
universal genitive plural ending. This ending is the same for a// declensions and all genders.

aag qav
QLW ALG OG

~The “Genitive Plural” ending is universal

As noted above, the stem of a 1D ends in a but this can change to 1. The 1D stem endings
only lengthen to v in the singular. The endings are the same, only the « is replaced by an .
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Singulars can take an v instead of o

aagq av
|
nnen v

The 1°D endings combined with o or 7] are seen here:

Nominative
Genitive
Dative

Accusative

Nominative
Genitive
Dative

Accusative

1*D endings - «

Singular  Plural Singular Plural

o o apaptia apaptiat

e WV apapTtiog apaptidv

o oug apaptia apaprioug

oy e apaptiay apaptiag
1D endings - 7

Singular  Plural Singular  Plural

" ou ypagn  ypagai

ooy YPAPTIC  ypagv

N oG YPaQr]  ypagois

oo Ypagny  ypagas

These endings can be combined together to form a word for easy memorization
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1* declension (1*D) endings, the article using n and the noun using o,
both are 1st Declension feminine singular Nominatives:

N €OV
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3* DECLENSION ENDINGS

~ all genders, mostly feminine, followed by neuter ~

The 3D Stems

The stems of 1°D and 2™D end in the following letters:

1*t Declension o also lengthens ton
274 Declension 0
31 Declension consonants

If a noun stem ends in a vowel, it is 1% or 2™ declension. Ifit ends in a consonant itis 3%,

1D 211dD 31‘dD
3 y @ r ;0 \
dyyeia AOyog  yuvauki

consonant

Note: the stems of 3D nouns are not usually obvious in the nominative singular.

Concerning the stems in the 3" declension: the standard way™ to find the stem is to take off
the ending from its genitive form. Sce this in the case of odp§ below, where the stem is seen to
be oapx.

3 declension
feminine example

oapé 0apKeg
oapKog  capk@v
oapki oapéi(v)

38 Used across grammars and lexicons
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odpra odpxrag

Consider the example of yvv#] below, where the stem is obviously abbreviated in the nominative

singular form.

LEXICAL FORM

Nominative Singular

yuvi)

i

Genitive Singular

YUVOLKOG

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

YUVOUK-

Above: the lexical form (nominative singular) of "woman" is yvv1 in Greek. This is a 3D
word. The stem is not "yvv," though. The stem is yvveuxk, as seen by taking the ending off of
the genitive singular form yvvaikos. Notice that the stem is visible in all but the nominative

singular (though blended in the dative plural).

Singular Plural

Nominative yuwy Yuveaikeg
Genitive Yuveukog YUVOLKGY
Dative yuveuki yuveubt
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Accusative  yuvvaika yuverkosg

Being feminine in gender, the 3D word yvv1 takes the feminine article, which declines
according to the 1°D endings: "t7i¢ yuvarkés” (genitive singular) and "toig yuveul" (dative
plural). On the other hand, a 3D masculine word like ix80¢ ("fish") takes the masculine article,
which declines according to 2™D. For example: tovg ixBve (Acc. PL),

The 3D Endings
Of the more than 600 nouns that are found in the 3"D, nearly 245 of them are proper nouns.

There are at least 30 paradigms of the 3 declension, but the 30 paradigms largely follow the
basic 34D endings below, so learning the basic endings will lay a firm foundation for future
studies in the intricacies of the 3"D.

3" Declension Endings
masculine, feminine

singular  plural

Nominative — ¢veite g
Genitive oG OV
Dative 1 oyv)
Accusative o g

It can be difficult to discern the gender of 3*D nouns without outside help because all three
genders are found in it. The definite article, when present, is a reliable aid to identifying

gender.

3" Declension Endings
neuter
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singular  plural

Nominative - o
Genitive 0C vV
Dative 1 o(v)
Accusative - oL

Words ending in -pa are neuter 3D

The largest category of neuter nouns in the 3* declension (3*'D) are those whose stems end in
-uot.”® The nouns that end in -pat are neuter nouns and are represented by 157 words.® These
words will end in -ue in their lexical form, as seen below. *!

Example words ending in -pat

neuter
ayvonua
Bantiopa
Bpoua
doypa
Toin o
ypaupa
aipa
(onua
OéAnpa
KTiopa
vonua
mivedpa

39 Though the feminine gender is represented by a greater number of words in 3rdD, it is broken up into a number of smaller categories. Thus, the neuter -pat words form the largest category within the larger
categories of gender.

40 Morphology, Mounce, p. 196

41 Because the nominative singular ending is a o, the 7 in -pat will drop off, leaving most words ending in -y« in their lexical form (nominative singular form), such as &yvénue, Bantiope, and wvedpo.



Paradigm example -pat

neuter
Nom ovopa ovopata
Gen OVOLATOG  OVOUATWYV
Dat ovopatt ovopaot(v)
Acc ovopa ovopata

Tip: the nom. and acc. plural article and nom. and acc. plural ending match:

T6, GVOUOLTOL

Tip: the 2D neuter endings are nearly identical to the 3D feminine/masculine endings.
Like other 3*D nouns, the stem can be identified by removing the case-number suffix from the
end of the genitive singular form of the word. For example, the word mvebu« in the genitive

singular is mvevpatog. By removing the genitive singular case-number ending (-og), the stem is
seen to be mvedpat.

3" Declension Endings As Words

N
Nom Gen Dat Acc Nom Gen Dat Acc
cocLol 0C1
EGWVOIVOQ avolva
Nom Gen Dat Acc Nom Gen Dat Acc

3" declension
examples (all genders)
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oapé yovn® dvopa® Vowp owTnp
oaAmy§ Xapc* apxwv* 010]S Tatnp
Opi§ ENmic* yéha? yévog* avnp

THE GREEK DEFINITE ARTICLE

The origin of the Greek article was Hebrew

“The root of the definite article is the rough breathing in the nominative masculine and
feminine (singular and plural)...”* For example, the masculine singular nominative definite
article is 0. The root is not the vowel omicron, however. The root is the “h” sound in the rough
breathing mark. This is due to the fact that Hebrew was the original language, from which

the Creator produced the present languages of the world by means of what He did at Babel.

The ancient Hebrew article was pointed as iJ ,iJ ,i] but its root was simply i (h), which is
reproduced in the Greek aticle with the rough breathmg mark. “The original Greek article

was imported from the East. It was the Hebrew or Phoenician i1 b2

Meaning of the Article

The definite article’s main function: zo distinguish. Closely related to the idea of distinction is
that of definition. By distinguishing, the article provides definition.

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

The stem is actually “yovaik”

The stem is “ovopat”

The stem is “Xaptt” and the Genitive is yapttog

The stem is “apXovt”

The stem is “eAnd”

The stem is “yaokt”

The stem is “yeveo”

Learn to Read New Testament Greek by David Alan Black, p. 34, 1994 Broadman & Holman Publishers
The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 7th ed., vol. 17, year 1842, p. 396
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Many grammars make unnecessary distinctions between uses of the article. This causes
students to think that the article has many unrelated uses, a conclusion that is misleading. It can
cause them to focus on placing each instance of the article they find into a modern category and,
with it, a modern perspective. For example, the article “par excellence” (“in a class by itself”)

is given in some grammars as a category of use for the article. Yet, the examples given each fall
naturally under the basic use of the article, whose function is to make something distinct.
How much distinction the article is making is a matter of context, not the article.

Absence of the Article

When the article was not present, it indicated that the word was indefinite or that the
communicator was focusing on the quality (characteristics?) of it.

If something stood as already distinct (such as a universal fact), just as in English, it did not need
the article to be definite or distinct. It was so well distinguished without the article that the
article was not used.

John 1:1
"Ev apxi v 6 Adyoc,
“In beginning was the Word”

Since only one beginning of this type has ever existed, the word dpxfj does not need the article
to be totally defined and distinct. In English, “time” is viewed this way. “Time is a precious
commodity” vs. “The time is now one oclock.” To speak of a specific aspect or moment in time,
the article is used, but not for time itself. The word “gravity” is another English word that does
not use the article because of its universal uniqueness, just as when referring to the true God
("God defines all truth") or universals such as hope and love do not take the article.

On the other hand, when a specific beginning other than the universally singular was in mind,
the word apxn could take the article, as seen here:

John 2:11
THY dpxnv TOV onpeiw

“the beginning of the signs”
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Morphology of the Article

The definite article is formed by taking the declension endings and simply adding a zax (1)
before them (except for the Nominatives, which take no zau).

Masculine

S. P.
N. 0 ol
G. T+0OD T+ OV
D. T+@® T + 01
A t+dév T+ 0D¢

The feminine takes the 1D endings (with ) and the masculine and neuter take the 2D
endings.

Masculine Feminine Neuter
0 ol n ai L 10 T4
00 TV g TV P {01V IR 0))Y,
T TO1G ™ Taig S ) I ¢ T
0V TO0G v TaG 10 1)

Often, between the article and the noun or substantive that it modified were placed other
modifiers. The article functioned to bracket off these other modifiers into a very close
relationship with the noun. Consider the example of 1 Timothy 1:12 below.

¢ Evouvouwonvti pe Xplotd
1 Tim. 1:12

"the powering-in me Christ"

Nominalizing use of the article



The article was often used to nominalize other grammatical elements. Simply put, the article
enabled other parts of speech to function as nouns. And when another part of speech functions
as a noun it is called a "substantive." (Think "substitute.”) This was the case of participles. By
adding an article to a participle (agreeing in gender, number, and case), the participle could
function as a noun.

The following examples show the article enabling prepositional phrases to act as nouns. (In
reality, a noun has been elided.)

Article Nominalizing Prepositional Phrases

todg €V BnOAegu

Mat 2:16
the in Bethlehem «
Tovs TIPO DA Mat. 5:12
the before you
i mtapa TV 686V
! pa Mark 4:15

the alongside the way

Further, the article was often used in appositive constructions (one noun immediately following
another noun and renaming it, that is, standing in its place).

Tod¢ Toidog Tobg év Brfhety
the children  the (ones) in Bethlehem - Mat 2:16
Tobg TpodnTag ToLG TPO DU@Y

the prophets  the (ones) before you - Mat. 5:12

&v Talg Nuépag  Telc TP TOD KATUKAVIUOD
in the days the (ones) before the cataclysm - Mat. 24:38

Here the article was used to refer back to the previous word: “a voice” (vs. 4) became “the voice”
(vs.7):

Acts 9:4

Kal Teowv ML TNV YV, fjkovoe vy Aéyovoav adtd, Zaovl, Zaov), Ti pe Stokels;

And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
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thou me?

Acts 9:7
ot 6¢ dvdpeg ol cuvodevoVTEG AVTY eloTNKEIOAV EVVEOL, AKODOVTEG HEV TiiG QWVI]G,

undéva d¢ Bewpodvre.

And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a [the] voice, but seeing
no man.

Turning an adverb into a noun:

Rom. 13:10
Q) TANTiov

»Lit

“to the neighbor

Notice that the article is a dative but the ending of mAnoiov is not a dative ending. The
word TAnoiov is not a noun but an adverb (“near”), so it does not have a case-number
suffix. The article functions to distinguish TAnoiov as a noun.

Modifiers between the article and its noun/substantive:

1Peter 4:2
elg 70 wéTt avBpwmwy embuplong, aXd BeMuatt Ocod oV émihormov év oapxi Brdvaa

That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the
will of God.

The infinitive phrase 7é... Bi@oat has 10 modifiers bracketed within it!
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THE LOLL-GOL-TOL VERBS

As a refresher, the following 6 tenses existed in Greek:

only in

. . . indicativ augment
Aorist - simple (summary of ) action mood lengthening

past Imperfect - ongoing action — e-augment — | ¢4g=1

Pluperfect - a past perfect ete=y

eto=w

Present - present action (ongoing in some way)

present ) ; )
Perfect - present completed action (ongoing effects/results of past action)
past action that accomplishes something continuously in the present
furure | Future - simple future

Of the 6 tenses in Greek, 3 of them use the same form for both the middle and the passive voice

fore Memory tip:

- Imperfect This category takes in: Present
all present tenses, plus the Perfect
one past tense that has the | imPerfect

- Present samfe root word as the

erfect
> Perfect p
Future

Thus, the two present tenses (present & perfect) and one past tense (the imperfect) make up this
group.
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The Present Middle/Passive, Future Middle, Future Passive, and Perfect Middle/Passive
Indicatives all take the same set of verb endings, the pat, /o, o, pebo, oe, vren endings.

Following the previous rule, the present and perfect both take the same forms for the middle

and passive, as seen below.

Present M/P
Future M
Future P
Perfect M/P

A

A+o

Au+B%0
AE+AV

Indicative Middle/Passive

uat
oat/y
ot

ueba
ofe
vTaLL

AU opat

AU

A eTal
v dpeba
M eobe
A ovral

Present Middle/Passive

opat
N

et
Sueba
eabe
ovtal

Future Middle

Abno opat
Avbno 7

Abio etat

Future Passive

Avbno bpeba
Abno eobe
Abno ovtal

AeAU
Aé\
A€\
AE\v
A€\
AE\v

pat
oal

Tat Perfect Middle/Passive
ueba

ofe

vTal

* it is possible for a present tense to take the oot ending for the 2nd singular. Also note: none of the pat, cat, Tou verbs can take an ¢ augment.
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PERFECT

ACTIVE & MIDDLE/PASSIVE INDICATIVE

The Perfect tense form of a verb in the Indicative expresses action completed in the past with
ongoing results in the present. That is, it looks at results of a past action in relation to its present
state of accomplishment.

Its focus tends to be largely on what the action accomplished, the state of activity or state of
existence that it brought about.

A word commonly found in the perfect in the New Testament is the verb yé¢ypantat. It is from
ypadw, "I write" The Authorized Version skillfully translated this form with the words "it is
written,' capturing both the fact that the action took place in the past ("written") and the fact
that the focus of the perfect is the present ("is"). Many modern translations have followed the
lead of the Authorized Version by translating this verb with the same or similar words.

So, the perfect focuses on entering a standing state as described by the action accomplished by

the verb.>! For example, Paul wrote, 8t 0D kot tiv mpooaywyy éoyfixauey in Romans 5:2. This

could be paraphrased as "through whom also we have come to have the access as our standing
"

state.

Perfect Active Indicative

Singular Plural
I éoka AEAOKOUEV
2 ALELVKOG relbKaTe
39 Aéhoke(v) LeAOKOOU(V) or AEAVKOLV

Perfect Active Infinitive: AeAvKEvoL

Construction of the perfect: )¢ (reduplication of first consonant) + v (stem) + « + endings

S1

Romans 7:2 "dies” is in the aorist and the subsequent state is in the perfect: éiv 8¢ dmoBdvy 6 &vnp, kaThpynTe 4md ToT vopov ToD &vdpde.
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sg. pL

I Ko -KOULEV
M KOG -KOLTE
3 xe(v) -kootu(v)or Kov

Verbs that begin with ¢, 6,  (aspirates) reduplicate with their non-aspirated matches: , 7, x. So,
the verb fvfjoxw ("to die") becomes té6vnxe ("He has died" Mark 15:44 Pilate of Christ) instead
of B¢8vnoxe. The verb drdéw becomes mediinke in the perfect.

The dentals 7, 9, 6 drop out before the « infix.

¢e-augment | vowel lengthening

The reduplication of the first consonant only applies to consonants. If the first letter of the
verb is a vowel, then the vowel will lengthen and will not be doubled. This is true even if a
preposition is prefixed to the verb.
Example:  2yyilw > Ayyicey

CLUOLPTAV® > TUAPTYKOL

Example: dpyéw » xatipynra
GmoaTENW > dTéoTakké

In other cases, an e augment is added to the verb. This often occurs in the following case:
A Verb beginning Wlth two consonants exception: a mute followed by a liquid

Examples
Yook (stem yvw-) > Fyvoka.

omnpilw > éoThpixTon

Perfect Middle/Passive Indicative

Like the present tense and imperfect tense, the perfect tense uses the same form for both middle
and passive voice. Context distinguishes the difference.

Construction of the perfect middle/passive: Ae (reduplication) + ) (stem) + pat-oor-tot endings
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Singular Plural

" Aéwpa AeAOpeda
20 Aélvoat Aédvabe
3 AéAvTat AéAvvTal

Infinitive:  AeAdabat

The verb oida is a Perfect verb with an unusual form. It is so common in the New Testament that
learning its forms is important. Notice that memorization is not necessary, since the endings are
identical to the Perfect Active endings above.

Singular Plural
I b oldapev
20 oldcg oldate
3 010e(v) oloaat(v)

Infinitive: eldéval

Contract Verbs in the Perfect
For verbs ending in ew, aw, ow the contract vowel lengthens in the perfect.

Examples:
TIOLEW > TETOLYKEY
VIKO®W > VEVIKIKOLTE

PRESENT ACTIVE PARTICIPLE

+ PARTICIPLE INTRODUCTION

Participles Are "Verbals"

Participles ("-ing" verbs in English) are verbs that have been converted for use as non-verbs.
They are part of the class of words called "verbals." That is, they are not finite verbs, though they
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retain their action-based meaning.

Participles are not the only verbals. Infinitives, likewise, are verbals. Each verbal begins as a verb
but then exchanges certain key aspects of its verbal structure for aspects of nouns and adjectives.
Thus, a verbal is a blending of verbal characteristics with noun or adjective characteristics.

Participles & Function

The two main functions of participles are adjectival and adverbial.
Participle Verbal and Adjectival Characteristics

Participles have the following verbal characteristics:

1. Tense (aorist, imperfect, phaperfect, present, perfect, future)

2. Voice (active, middle, passive)
3. Mood (No mood!)
4. Person (No 1%, 2™, or 3" person!)
Participles have the following adjectival characteristics:
5. Gender
6. Number
7. Case

Due to their lack of person and mood, participles are inherently dependent structures. They
cannot stand as independent verbs, for they are designed to function in a supporting role to
finite verbs. While a handful of participles in the New Testament appear to function as a

finite verb, these participles either part of a larger structure or they are part of a clause with an
understood verb. Sometimes participles are translated in the New Testament English as finite
verbs, but this is due to English thought and structure, not to Greek. In Greek, participles were
distinctly participles and, therefore, dependent structures.

Participles & Tense/ Time

Participles, when used adverbially, do not communicate absolute time. Their time is governed
by that of the verb they modify. So, a present tense participle that is modifying an aorist
indicative verb (that is, a past tense verb) will be present i relation to the past action, not in
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relation to the present moment. In other words, the participle was "ongoing” (present tense)
while the action of the verb was taking place. Likewise, a perfect participle modifying an aorist
indicative verb will be perfect i relation to the past action of that verb. The verb becomes the
governer for the participle.

Declension Pattern

The standard declension pattern for participles is the 3-1-3 declension pattern. That means
that the masculine follows 34 Declension, the feminine 1** Declension, and the Neuter 3™
Declension. (The only exception to this are those participles which take a -pev- infix. They
follow the 2-1-2 pattern. This will be covered later.)

MASCULINE FEMININE NEUTER
3 1 3

singular  plural singular  plural singular  plural
Nominative G variable G a M ot OV variable
Genitive oG oV ag | Mg oV oG v
Dative ! ouv) o m g 1 ouv)
Accusative o og oV mnv oG OV variable

Morphology

Except for nominative singular forms, participle conjugations are quite simple to learn once the
declension endings have been learned, for they follow simple patterns.

The present active participle of M illustrates this well: Avovog.

This present active participle is made up of the following four distinct parts:
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1. Stem

2. Connecting vowel
3. Participle morpheme
4. Case ending

AU 0 VT o¢
v

AVOVTOC

Since active participles follow the 3-1-3 declension pattern, the masculine participle above is a
genitive (the -o¢ ending being a genitive ending in 3D).

The following diagram gives the full breakdown of the present active participle, including the
feminine participle infix, using the genitive form.

Genitive Singular

active morpheme (masc./neut)
\ masc/neut gnc morpheme

\

connecting vowel ‘

. VT 0¢
AU o e

active morpheme (fem.)

Y

AVOVTOC
AVOLTYS

Y

Jfem gnc morpheme

The entire present active participle conjugation:
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3

M.

N. Moy
G.  Aovtog
D.  Adovt
A.  Aovta
N.  Aovteg
G.  \bvtwy
D.  Aovou(v)
A.  Movtag
M.

N, A--wv

G. Ad--ovt--o¢

D. AV--ovt--t

A, A--ovT--a

AO--0VT--€¢
Wy

AD--oug--1(v)

> 9 0 Z
3
=

AD--0VT--ag

Examples

James 1:2

1
F.

Adovaa
Avovong
Avolay

Alovaay

Aovoat
AVoUTRY
Avovaoalg

Avovooag

Breakdown

F.

AV--oua
Av--000
Av--oUo

AU--oua

AV--ovo
Av--ouo
Av--ol0

Av--ol0

a

NS
N

v

at

alg

ag

[aooy yopav fynoacOe...8tay meipaapois mepiréanre Tolkiolg, YIVWOKOVTES...

3
N.

Alov
AVovTog
AlovTt

ADov

AMovta
AUOVTWY
AMouat(v)

Aovta

oV
0VT--0§
oVT--1

ov

ovT-—-a

ovo--1(v)

ovT--a
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..count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing...

3

nynoacOe

[you]

YIVWOKOVTEG

[you] | count

knowing

The main verb here is an aorist imperative. Beingan imperative (command), the aorist
is not past tense, as it normally is in the indicative, but future from the moment of the
giving of the command. The present tense of the participle is, likewise, future.

Hebrews 13:13

Tolvuy Eepxopueda  mpdc adTdY  Ew Tijg mapepfBoriie,  TOV dverdioudy adTol PEPOVTEG.
Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

2 Timothy 3:13

Tovypol 08 8vBpwmot kal Y41 TeG TPOKOYOVGLY £l TO Yelpov, TAAVDVTES kal TAAVOUEVOL.
But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.

The verb mpokoyovov is in the future tense. The modifying participles TAav@vteg
and mAavopevot are in the present tense. Thus, they are present in relation to the
future action that Paul was naming.

2 Timothy 2:18

oftiveg mepl TN &ARBeiay ROTOXNOAV, AEYOVTEG THY AvAaTaoLY 7Y Yeyovéva,
Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already;

NOTOXNOQV - aorist indicative verb (past tense)

NEYoVTeG - present participle (present in relation to the past time the main verb

established)
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Layouts

Participles that modify a verb (adverbial) will be subordinated to that verb on the line below
it in a text layout.

notoxnoav,

AéyovTeg Ty dvdoTtaaw %oy yeyovévar'

have erred

saying that the resurrection is past already;

This is due to the fact that the participle is functioning in a subordinate role. An indention
(as seen above) visualizes this subordination.

MIDDLE/PASSIVE PARTICIPLES

Introduction
All participles with -pev- infix are middle/passive.
The only exception to this is aorist where it is only middle. (The aorist passive infix is -6¢-)

All -pev- infixes take the 2-1-2 endings.

Morphology
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Present Middle/Passive >\U o’ (‘LEV

Future Middle >\U go H.EV AN

, , /\ — ( 0g, y) , 0V )
Aorist Middle )\,‘U oo &'L [V} // ’ 2-1-2 case endings

Perfect Middle/Passive AE}\U G,(,E,'V

e — Aorist Passive }\‘OGEVT 3-1-3 case endings

15T AORIST

ACTIVE INDICATIVE

The aorist tense is most like the English past tense when used in the Indicative mood. Overall,
it communicates the occurrence of an action, without regard to continuation. In the indicative
mood, it communicates simple past action.

The word aorist is from two words 4 (not) and orist (defined). What is not defined about an
aorist action is its duration. Accordingly, an aorist communicates the fact of an action without
defining its duration.

In the moods other than Indicative, this focus on occurrence is used to communicate aspect, the
angle from which the action is viewed. For example, in the Imperative (command) mood, the

aorist can express the simple command to do something, without defining when it is to be done.

So, in the clause "I went to the store," the verb "went" would be an Aorist in Greek, expressing
the simple statement of the action without focus on duration. It communicates the simple
occurrence of the event. On the other hand, in the clause, "I was going to the store,’ the verb
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and its modifier "was going" would have been communicated by an Imperfect tense in Greek,
because it defines the action as ongoing at the time.

So, tense communicates time and aspect information in the Indicative mood, while in the
other moods (e.g., Imperative, Subjunctive, Optative) its focus is aspect (perspective) without
locating the action in the past, present, or future necessarily. This is due to the fact that the
potential moods are all naturally future in time, because they are "potential” at the moment

of communicating and, therefore, have not taken place (past) and are not yet taking place
(present).

‘The morphology of the Aorist

Many English verbs form their past forms in predictable patterns, mostly by adding "-ed."
Walk becomes walked.

Hope becomes hoped.
Live becomes lived.

But some verbs have an irregular past.

Consider the irregular past forms of the following English verbs:

Present Past
see -->  saw
am -->  was
take  --> took

teach --> taught

Just so, the Aorist in Greek can also take an irregular form. The irregular form is called a "2
Aorist" For example, the 2™ Aorist tense of the verb aipéw is eiAépnv. The Aorist you are
learning in this lesson is the regular form, called the "1 Aorist." There is no difference in
meaning between a 1° Aorist and a 2" Aorist, only in form.

1* Aorist Morphology
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The 1* Aorist is formed in the following way:

¢ + ) + infix (o) + connecting vowel (usually ;) + endings

1%t Aorist Active Indicative

Singular Plural

Nn b A
1 EAUOQ  Tloosed EMOTAUEY  we loosed
2 f’;‘)\UO'ag you loosed é)\éO'ClTE you “all” loosed
3 ’E‘AUO'E(V) he/she/it loosed i,:':}\,UO'CLV they/these/those loosed

Alternate endings (1st aorist) found on some prominent 2™ Aorist forms:
-Qt, -0LG, -€, ~AEV, -ATE, -AV

'These alternate endings are commonly found on eurt- (aorist stem of Aéyw)

Types of Aorist: regular (1%) Aorist, 2*! Aorist, pu-Aorists, liquid Aorists, k-Aorists™

Comparison of forms and meanings between the Present and Aorist:

Pl‘CSCnt kﬁw 110056 ‘)\U STEM (o FNPING

AOl‘iSt EAUO'Q I 1005661 2 AUGMENT )\U STEM oo ENDING

Note the changes below when the o of the future and the oa of the aorist are joined to various
verb stems, especially noting the verbs that end in 6 and {.

Present Future 1st Aorist
SLvKw Stwéw ¢diwéa
dvoiyw avoitw dvewéa
KNpLoow Knpov&w éxnpuéa

52 “Three verbs in Greek have aorists formed by the sign % instead of o'ct. The origin of this % is uncertain. They are: 0i0wLL, 000w, Edwxa... TinuL, BYow, E0nxa... -t (in N. T. compounds only) e.g.,
aduL...” A Grammar of the Greek New Testament For Beginners J. W. Roberts p. 73



kpalw kpafw Expata

BAETW BAEYw EBAeya
YPAQW YPaYw Eypaya
KPOTITW KpOYw gkpuya
neifw neiow gneloa
EmtiCw EATtiow fiAmoa
aydlw aydow fyiaoa
aitéw aitnow fjtnoa
KaA€w KaAéow gkaleoa
OéAw OeAnow noéAnoa

INTRODUCTION TO GRAMMAR CLUSTERS

CLUSTERS = WORDS THAT ARE LOGICALLY/ GRAMMATICALLY GROUPED

"Parts of Speech”

What are "parts of speech” and why do they exist? Even if you know the parts of speech, such as
adverbs and verbs and adjectives, what are they and why are they important for meaning?

Consider participles. Participles are a "part of speech.” They are "part” of an entire structure of
meaning, namely, speech. By God's design, they have a distinct part in communicating meaning.

Now, this means "participle” is one of the handful of specific categories of words that make

up grammar. What does this mean practically? It means not only that the participle has a
specific role in grammar but that the grammar itself was built to accommodate that role.
So, the entire body of grammar (all the parts) coordinate with each individual part to
communicate meaning. In other words, the entire body of Greek grammar was built to include
participles as part of its structure and its ability to successfully communicate meaning.

It is critical to understand that each grammatical element must work together with each of the
other elements to successfully communicate meaning. What comes below illustrates this.

Think of it this way: all the other grammatical elements know about the participle and
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cooperate intelligently with it in the process of communicating meaning. Now, keep thinking
along these lines with the following statements. Since all the grammatical elements know about
each other and are prepared to cooperate with each other, they know that participles are not
independent (finite) verbs. But they also know that participles are formed from verbs, that is,
that they are verbals and retain some key verb characteristics. So, the other words know, for
example, that a participle can take a direct object, just as a verb can. They know that a participle
can, in fact, have an entire cluster of words surrounding it and attached to it grammatically. A
participle can take adverbs that modify its activity as well as objects that receive its activity, and
these modifiers can have words (modifiers) clustering around them. So, the direct object of

the participle can have an entire set of words clustered around 7# modifying it, such as articles,

adjectives, prepositions, etc, while the direct object itself modifies the participle. vt
[V}

Now, all of the words that are modifying the participle or modifying one of the words that is

modifying the participle can be peeled away, so to speak, to reveal that what holds the entire g

cluster of words together is a single word, the participle. We will call the thing that holds Tox

together the entire grammatical cluster of words the nucleus of the cluster. This leads to the
observation of the following general rule:

Rule: a nucleus cannot be removed without also removing the words that depend upon it
(cluster around it)

Consider the following example from English:
"quickly moving the garbage from the way"

While not complete (not an independent clause), this phrase is intelligible. Grammatically, all
of the words in the above example are clustered around the participle "moving."

e The word "quickly" is an adverbial modifier to the participle "moving."

e The word "garbage" is the direct object of the participle "moving."

e The word "the" is a modifier to "garbage”

e The word "from" introduces a prepositional phrase that is acting adverbially to the
participle "moving" (answering the question "where?").

e Then "way" functions as the object of the preposition "from" and "the" as its modifier.

Masculine/Neuter
Feminine
Feminine

Feminine
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O —

quickly <imoving > the garbage from the way
Adverb TTeee-e = Direct Object Adverbial prep. p]u‘:tsc
Nucleus of the cluster

The above group is called a "phrase” grammatically, for it does not have a subject and a verb. This
phrase is a distinct cluster of words that all relate together. Now, by removing the nucleus of the
entire cluster, observe what happens:

"quickly the garbage from the way."

Read that again: "quickly the garbage from the way." Now think about it. The mind does not
know what to do with the jumble of words, for the central organizer of this cluster of words

is now missing. The participle (the nucleus) is missing. So, the words are now disorganized
and, therefore, meaningless without supplying another nucleus to organize it. This is true even
though all of the other words are still present and properly organized.

The nucleus is the central organizer of all the words in its phrase (cluster) and without it
the phrase becomes meaningless. So, we are seeing one of the central tenets of God's mind.
Yes, of God's mind, for grammar reveals the mind from which it came, and all grammar
came from the mind of God. Everything in grammar is built around central organizers.
These central elements are the foundation for communicating meaning.

Back to the example above, "quickly moving the garbage from the way,’ consider what takes
place by removing the prepositional phrase ("from the way"). This phrase modifies the participle
adverbially. Here: "quickly moving the garbage." This phrase remains intelligible, for the
grammar is properly organized and the thought is rational. But why is it rational? One reason is
that it has its center intact. The nucleus of the thought is present. Further, the adverbial phrase
"from the way" is not central to the meaning of the phrase, so by removing it nothing structurally
is harmed.

Now let's further pare down this phrase by removing the modifier "the” which modifies the
word "garbage." Here: "quickly moving garbage." This poses no problems to the mind either!
Everything is still properly related together and reasonable. The reason for this is that no
nucleus, 7o central organizer, has been removed.

Putting the whole phrase back together, let's try it another way. Now, instead of removing the
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main nucleus of the entire structure, we will remove one of the lesser nuclei but leave the words
that form its cluster.

Remove the word "garbage” (the nucleus of the phrase "the garbage") and see what happens.
"quickly moving the from the way"

The fact that the nucleus of a phrase/cluster was removed but its cluster was not removed causes
the mind to note that an expected word is missing. And why does the mind expect that missing
word? Because the structure itself is communicating to the mind that a central word is missing.
This would be like walking into a two-story house but once inside you notice that there is a place
where stairs should be but there are no stairs going up to the second level of the house. You
look up and you see a rail above you on the second floor and an opening in the rail where stairs
should ascend to the second story...but no stairs. The structure itself (the fact that a second
story was built and that the place for the stairs was prepared) tells you that something is missing.
Or consider being invited to someone's house. You find the house with the proper street address
on it. Walking up to a house you find that it has no door. You walk around to the side and see
no door there either. How confused would you be if you walked around the entire building

and the building had no door whatsoever? Your mind would be right to expect a door, for it
would be meaningless to have a house without an entry. Just so, your mind was designed by the
Creator of everything to understand meaning by means of specific and expected grammatical
structures. So, you see, grammar is as objective as the structure of a physical building.
Ultimately, grammar built even the physical buildings of this world anyway, but that is a point
for another time.

Consider one more point. Above, when the phrase "from the way" was removed, a nucleus was
p p y

removed. The word "way" is the nucleus of this phrase. But, since the nucleus and its entire

cluster were removed, the sentence remained intelligible. Let's put the cluster back, but leave out

the nucleus of "from the way." Here: "quickly moving the garbage from the." Since a nucleus was

left out, the meaning is incomplete and the mind knows it. The mind's inward law of meaning, a

gift from its Creator, innately knows that since a nucleus is missing meaning is missing.

So the nucleus of a phrase or clause is what gives meaning to the entire phrase or clause and
holds it all together. From another angle, the central word (nucleus) is like a pillar. If the pillar
is removed, the things that depend upon it have no support and stand meaninglessly (and
impossibly!) in mid air.

Stepping back to a wider field of view, it is clear that the entire phrase "quickly moving the
garbage from the way" is intelligible, because all of its grammatical elements are properly present
and arranged, yet it is not complete. Since participles are not finite verbs, they lack fundamental

80



meaning, though they do not lack all meaning by any means. Why so? Because participles

are inherently dependent structures. That is, they themselves need an organizing nucleus to
complete them. "Qljckly moving the garbage from the way,' what? It does not complete the
thought, for it has no finite verb, and finite verbs are the core pillar, the nucleus of all nuclei, of
God's system of grammatical communication.

"Quickly moving the garbage from the way, he helped his father."

Now the fundamental (the main verb) is present, with its cluster of necessary words, completing
the meaning.

So, this entire sentence can be reduced down to two fundamental points, with one being greater
than the other.

I Main nucleus: "helped" main verb of entire clause
2 Secondary nucleus: "moving"  participle modifying main verb

All other words in the structure are secondary to these two words. How is this so?
The evidence for this and reason for it is obvious, for all the other words are there for
these two words. Thus, all the other words are dependent upon these two words. And
between these two words, which is the main word? The word that supports the other
word is the main word, which makes the main verb the main word and the participle
secondary to it.

15T AORIST ACTIVE PARTICIPLE

Key Characteristics

Like all active participles, the aorist active participle follows the 3-1-3 declension pattern.
When used adverbially (modifying a verb), its timing is oriented by that main verb.

Present Tense Verb + aorist participle = participle action precedes the action of the main verb

The aorist participle morpheme is oo followed by either vt (masc.) or o (fem.).
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Morphology

The following diagram depicts the morphemic structure of the aorist participle.

Genitive Singular

active morpheme (masc./neut.)
masc/neut gnc morpheme

aorist morpheme

> 9 0z

o
\

active morpheme (fem.

> 9 0 Z

3
M.

Aoag
AoavTog
AMoavTt

Moavtae

AoavTeg
AVTAVTWY
Moaot(v)

AoavTtog

,  AVOQVTOC

) Jfem gnc morpheme

1
F.

Moaoa
Avaaays
Avaaay

Moacay

Moaoat
ooy
Avoaoalg

Aoaoag

Y

Aoaong

3
N.

Aloav
AoavTog
AoavTt

Aioav

AoavTa
AVCTAVTWY
AMoaot(v)

AoavTa
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AV--oa--¢
TOo--VT--0¢

AV--co--vT--1

> 9 0z
&

AV--oo--vT--o

AV--oa--VT--€G
YT~V

A--co—-0 —-1(v)

> 9 0 Z
&
qQ
iS3

AV--oa--vT--0g

Aorist Participle & Time

The following passages provide examples to orient the student on the aorist participle and time

when used adverbially:
Mat. 12:44 aorist ptc. with present verb

N6V elploxel ayordlovra
having come, he finds it empty

Mat. 9:19 aorist ptc. with present verb

6 GTONEMILEVYY Yauy oG oL TOL
whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
lit. "the having-been-loosed marries, commits adultery”

Mark 1:37 aorist ptc with present verb

~ o

kol eDpovTEG AiTOV Myouawy avte 8Tt [dvteg (qrodat oe.

And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men seck for thee.

1 Timothy 1:3 aorist verb with present ptc

Breakdown

F.
AU
A
A

aa

aa

ar

aa

7S
N

av

al

ils

ag

a

a

a

aa

ar

ar

a

VT

VT

VT

VT

VT

oS

wv

(v)
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TOPEKANETS, OF... TOPEVOUEVOG

I called you alongside...(while) going...

Participles & Modifiers

Participles can take the same range of modifiers that a verb can, such as adverbs, direct objects,
etc. A participle and the words that modify it are called collectively a "participial phrase.” They
form a distinct group of words in a clause, a distinct cluster with everything in the participle
dependent on it. The participle, then, is the nucleus of this phrase.

Direct Objects

Participle Direct Object
Oddokovtec  TOV Aadv

Acts 5:24
teaching the people
Participle Direct Object
~ \ \ ~ 61
(nrovvteg TNV Yoy tod maudiov Mat 290
secking the life of the child

Here the noun vy is functioning as the DO to the participle
{nrotvreg (with Tob maudiov modifying the DO yynv)

Participle Direct Object

dkovoag 6t Apyxéhaog Paocilever
KJv

Mat. 2:22
havingheard  that Archelaos reigns *

In the above example, the subordinate conjunction &1t introduces a
noun clause. The entire noun clause functions as the Direct Object of

the participle.

Participle Direct Object
Akovovteg  tadta

Acts 7:54
hearing these (things) o

Adverbs



Participle Adverb

~ 3 (I A- \
Katowkobvte  Eviepovoakip 1307
dwelling in Jerusalem

The prepositional phrase "in Jerusalem” tells where the action of
"dwelling" took place, making it an adverbial modifier to it.

Pronouns

Participle Adverb
Katafdavtl.. adt® 1o Tob Spoug
) ) Matthew 8:1
comingdown he from the mountain

The participle is in the dative case, as is its subject (the personal
pronoun adtg "he")

Appositives
Noun Participle
5 @eof -
OO TSNS ey
the God the Living (One)
Subordinate Clauses
Participle Adverb
\é OTL...Epel
SY‘OVTSC ot SpSl. Luke 20:5
saying that he will say

The subordinate conjunction &1t introduces a noun clause here.
The entire noun clause functions as the Direct Object of the
participle.

Aorist Participle Exercises
EXERCISE 1

Parse the following aorist participles. Also, highlight or circle the aorist and participle

infixes for each participle. The first one is done for you.
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8.

9.

(Recall that vt is the masculine/neuter infix and o is the feminine)

apeodong (apéokw, to please), aorist active ptc. fem sg Genitive
OTAVPWOAVTEG ADTOV (oTawpow - to crucify)

O mépyag (mepnw - to send)

Mapia 1) dAeiyaca tov Kdplov (alemw - to anoint)
moTeboavTeg (moTeLw - to believe, be firm in something)

T MeplooevoavTa (meplooevw - to abound)

T0iG factacaot (remember the "moveable nu"!) (Baotd{w - to bear or carry [a
burden])

oikodopnoavtt (otkodopew - to build a structure)

TtehevtroavTog (tehevtaw - to die)

10. povevoavtwv (povevw - to kill)

11. apeodong (apeokw - to please)

EXERCISE 2

Parse and Translate the following participles using the helps provided.

(Use "having verb+ed" formula to translate independent aorist participles and "(the one

who) + past tense verb” to translate substantives)

1.

Kahéaeig ToOG udyoug
xahéw, to call; payog, man of wisdom

2. méulag avtods eig BnOletu

méumw, to send; avtog, personal pronoun (e.g., he, she, they,); BnfAety, Bethlechem

TEAEVTHOUVTOG
TeAeVTAw, to die

4. dxodoug 8t1 Apytoog baathedel
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5.

éxovw, to hear; 811, because/that; Apyélaog, proper name; Baothevw, to reign

6 molooe o€
malw, to smite; og, 2nd masculine singular personal pronoun in the accusative case

EXERCISE 3

Answer the following questions.

1.

S

In the following phrase, Aaotioe. means "having taken" (aorist active participle). Now,
does the whole phrase mean "having taken a woman" ("woman" as object) or "a woman
having taken" ("woman" as subject)? Give the basis for your answer.

Aafodon yuvn

. Considering the participial phrase in 1 John 5:4 below, the whole phrase (cluster)

functions as an appositive to 1} vikn, "the victory." An appositive "renames” the noun it
modifies. Parse the participle and tell the function of the three words that modify it ( tov
KOTUOY).

kol o 0Ty 1) vikn 1 vucnonon OV Kdauov, 1 wotic fHuwv. 1 John 5:4

Nomipative /\

KOl oUTN €6TIV M VKN 1] VIKNOOOO TOV KOGUOV

S Predicate
Subject Nominative Appositive to PN
(PN)

And this exists the victory, the (thing) conquering [or, having conquered] the world

1 John 5:4

T 8o ToD Ty TéG pe

Kol ol dovooyTes MoovTa

5. o moTNp O e e

N

Kol DTy W TPOG TOV TEUVOVTA Ue.
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7. oTHoavTeG abTHY €V péow Aéyovaw adTe

8. ol dxovoavTe

Answer Key
EXERCISE 1
1. aorist active ptc. fem. singl. dat,

2. aorist active ptc. masc pl Nom, "having crucified Him"

3. aorist active ptc. masc sg Nom, "the (one who) sent”
4. aoarist active ptc. fem sg Nom, "Mary, the (one who) anointed the Lord"
S. aorist active ptc. masc pl Nom, "having believed"
p p g
6. aorist active ptc. neut pl Nom/Accusative, "the (things that) abounded"
g
7. aorist active ptc. masc/neut pl Dat, "to the ones having born"

8. aorist active ptc. masc/neut sg Dat
9. aorist active ptc. masc/neut sg Gen
10. aorist active ptc. masc./neut pl. Gen

11. aorist active ptc. fem. sg. Gen

1ST AORIST PASSIVE PARTICIPLE

masculine singular Nominative

AU0elc




Genitive Singular

masc./neut. morpheme

aorist passive morpheme 7
/
/

A B¢ vTroc - AubévToc

Av Oe (o + s
aorist passive morpheme /

feminine morpheme

masc/neut gnc morpheme

Jfem gnc morpheme

“Like the other aorist participles, the aorist passive participle denotes action prior to the time of

the leading verb...”>

3 1

M. F.
N.  vbeig Mbeloa
G.  bévtoc Avbeiong
D. wbévtt Avbelay
A. wbévta AvBeioay

53 New Testament Greek for Beginners by J. Greshem Machen published by Prentice Hall, copyright renewed 195

3
N.

Aubév
AvBévToc
Avbévti

Aubév

1p. 122

Aulelang
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> P 0 Z

> 9 0 Z

> 9 0 Z

AU
AU
AU
Au

Au
Av
A
AU

> 0 0 Z

Avbévtec
AbévTwy
Abeto(v)

Mbévtac

VT--€G
VTV
To--1(v)

VT--ag

M.
Avfelc
Alévtoc
Aubévt

Abévta

Avbeloat
Aubelodv
Mbeloalg

Mvbeioac

Breakdown

F.
AV
AU
Au
Au

Av
Av
Av
Av

be--io--a
be--lo--ng
be--lo--y

fe--To--av

Oe--To--at
fe--10--@v
fe--lo--aug

fe--lo--ag

F.

Mbeloa

Aubeiong

Aubeioy

Abeioay

Mbévta
AbévTy
Mbetoi(v)

Avbévta

Av--0¢
Av--6¢
Au--0¢
Av--0¢

Au--0¢
Av--6¢
Av--fe
Av--0¢

N.
Abéy
AvlévToc

AvbévTt

Aubéy

VT

VT

VT

VT

VT

og

WV

(v)
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Mlévtee  Auvbeioat Alévta
Mbévtwy  Aleig®v  Aubévtwy

MOelo(v)  Avleioatg  Avbeiou(v)

> 9 0 Z

Mhévtac  Avbeloag  Avbévta

Participle Exercises

1. Compile a list of all the major participle infixes learned so far. Variations (as in the
nominative singular) should not be included.
(Tip: a participle infix is the part that identifies that the word is a participle. This is
distinct from the tense infix. Example: dkovoavteg, the vt in the participle is the
participle infix but the oa is the participle tense infix.)

2. Compile a list of all the participle tense infixes learned so far.

THE RELATIVE PRONOUNS (&, 7

"WHO, WHICH, WHAT"

Introduction

Unlike personal pronouns (such as "he;" “she," and "it" in English) the relative pronouns (such
as "who" and "which") introduce clauses. So, while a personal pronoun stands in the place

of a person, thing, or idea, a relative pronoun simply modifies the same by means of an entire
thought. So, a relative pronoun enables the use of larger or more complicated descriptions of
something than a simple adjective is capable of. A relative pronoun, then, is simply a functional
word which connects an entire clause to another word to describe or define it further. And if
you noticed it, that last sentence used a relative clause to describe a relative clause. Let's pause
and examine it.

[94
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"A relative pronoun, then, is simply a functional word which connects an entire clause
to another word to describe or define it further."

The relative pronoun "which" introduces this entire clause: "which connects an entire clause to
another word to describe or define it further." The entire clause modifies the word "word" in "a
functional word which." Which word is this word? It is the "word which...." Consider what
takes place by removing the relative clause. "A relative pronoun, then, is simply a functional
word whichconnectsanentireclause toanother word todescribeor define it further” By
removing this modifier, the central structure of the sentence becomes more clear. By removing
other modifiers, the kernel of the whole sentence becomes plain: "A-refative pronoun, thers is
simplyafunctiomat word whichconnectsamrentireclause toanother wordtodescribeordefine
ttfurther” The frame of this entire sentence can be stated this way: "(a) pronoun is (a) word."
This is the framework that the rest of the sentence hangs on. All the other words merely develop
this basic thought by clarifying it in one way or another. (All sentences can be broken down like
this into their kernel structure.)

Consider this example: "Bill is coming. He is almost here." In these two clauses, the word "he" is
a personal pronoun referring back to "Bill." So, "he" and "Bill" are equivalent. Where the word
"Bill" can be used and in the same way that it can be used so the personal pronoun can be used.

Now consider this example: "Bill, who is a builder, is coming." In this clause, the relative
pronoun "who" modifies Bill. Notice that the relative pronoun forms an entire clause (a
subordinate clause), with its own subject and verb: "who [subject] is [verb] a builder".

Syntax & Function

Relative pronouns must agree with their antecedents in gender and number, but case is
NOT required to agree. This is due to this fact: relative pronouns have a function within the
clause they introduce (the relative clause). So they receive their case from their function within
their own clause, the clause they introduce.

For example, if a relative pronoun is functioning as an object in its own clause but its antecedent
is in the nominative case, the relative pronoun will (usually)take the accusative case in order to
fulfill its own function. (Rarely, the relative will be "attracted” to the case of its antecedent and
take on its case.)

Examples:
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relative pronoun

N
v
Blessed is that servant (6 §00\og), whom (6v) his lord...shall find so doing
1 4
e ‘
Predicate Nominative Direct Object in its own clause

(Mat. 24:46)

relative pronoun

noun nominative
accusative

Behold, I send my messenger (tov &yye\ov), before thy face, which (6) shall prepare thy way before thee.

/

Direct Object Subject of its own clause

(Matt. 27:62)

relative pronoun

noun accusative

...Cl';pn, v Aapodoa yovi

"..leaven, which a woman took" (Mat. 13:33)

Morphology

The forms of the relative pronoun in Greek are identical to the case endings, with the addition
of two diacritical marks. The relative pronouns in Greek are 6¢, j, 6 (masculine, feminine,
neuter). They follow the 2-1-2 declension pattern.
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Masculine
Singular  Plural

(5

Nom 8g 0
Gen 05 {f)v
Dat (';) ol¢
(4] e\
Acc ov oug
Feminine

Singular  Plural

<

Nom 7] a:l:
Gen f]g (j)v
Dat ﬁ dflg
Acc ';’,]V &g
Neuter

Singular  Plural

o o

Nom

Gen 0D oV

Da ) olg
o o

Acc o] o

Key Distinguishing Points

Feminine singular uses 1, not o
Neuter singular nominative and accusative (8) is

Rule for distinguishing articles from relative pronouns

The article will have one diacritical mark, while the relative pronoun will have two.



Article compared to relative pronoun

One mark — article

article
diacritical marks

al

fem. pl. Nom.

ol

fem. pl. Nom.

Pronoun
diacritical marks

2

A
/\
]

*

this rule applies
in every case

both have a rough
breathing mark:

> TRV al ol

o\ o

Two marks = relative pronoun > v ol ol

Comparison of articles with relative pronouns

art.
Nom é
Gen ToD
Singular
Dat TW
Acc TéV
Nom OE
Gen TV
Plural .
Dat TOLG
Acc TO'DQ

M.

art.

Pt

TV
TOlG

TOG

F.

pro.
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nw

N.
art Pl‘ (6]
14 <
6 4§
ToD oD
TR @
76 4§
1 [
T
TV @V
Tolc ol
I} </
o
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Personal Pronouns:
3 U U 3 I3
gy, o0, adTdg

I, you, he/she/it

Demonstrative Pronouns

obtog (near) & éxeivog (far)

this, that

Relative Pronouns

8¢, 7,

who, which, what

[mcm()ry tip: the word éxetvog hcgins with the two letters ¢ and «, which
look like the prepositions ¢x. So, think ex "from," hclping to remember

the idea of "far"]

THE PRONOUN QUTOG

3" pPERSON PERSONAL PRONOUN

"a0Tée, N, -6, means 'he, she, it' when it stands alone, and 'self' when it is joined to a noun
or pronoun.”* When it is used as the subject of a verb, it is often used emphatically, for
in Greek the subject is built into the verb itself, so the pronoun is extra and, therefore,

. . . . . . " " . " "
emphatic. Likewise, its use as an emphatic form, as in "self"—such as in "selfsame"—or
"very" or "exact,' was used to emphasize that the person or thing referred to was the "very
thing" or "very person” or "exact thing" or "selfsame thing" referred to.

54 Nunn, H. P. V. (1923). The elements of New Testament Greek (p. 45). Cambridge University Press.
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"self" uses:

Romans 8:16, 1 Cor. 11:14, 2 Cor. 5:5, Acts 10:26,

Romans 15:14, Mark 12:36

Once again (like the relative pronoun), the personal pronoun will agree in gender and
number but will receive its case from its own function. Also like the relative, the neuter
singular Nominative and Accusative ends in o rather than ov.

avtédg follows the 2-1-2 declension pattern.

2
Masculine

Nom C{f)‘[é C

Gen al,.)TOf)
Singular .

Dat aUTq)

Acc (11,)‘((')\/

Nom OOTOL

Gen  ODTOV
Plural

Da  QVTOIG

Acc avTov G

Brief Examples

ToUG d0eAPOVG adTOD
0 avnp avTig
avTOG Kai 1) prtnp avtod

a0TOC émioTevoe

1 2
Feminine Neuter
avTh) avto
avTiig avTtoD
avTi avT
avThV avto
avtai avta
avTOV AVTOV
avTaAig avToIlg
AVTAC avta
the brothers of him Possessive
the man of her Possessive

he and the mother of him

he himself believed special emphasis
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. Zipwv kal avtog émiotevoe  ...Simon himself believed also special emphasis

Longer Examples

neuter plural
L )

Behold the fowls (ta etewva) of the air...yet your heavenly Father feedeth them(avtd).

noun 31-d person

personal pronoun

(Matt. 6:26)

Emphatic
0V yap Aafid aveEPM €1¢ TOVE 0VPUVOVE, AEYEL OE QLDTOC, —
Einev 6 KOprog t® Kvpie pov, \
Kdbov €k de€1v pov, '

AéyeL 8¢ adTédg

-

For David is not ascended into the heavens:|but he saith himself,
The LORD said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand (Acts 2:34)
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aDTOG 6€ CWONOETUL
but he himself shall be saved

(1 Cor. 3:15)

Identifying "sameness"

oVl KOl 01 TEA@VOL TO CVTO TOL0VGL
do not even the publicans the same? Mat. 5:46

TOV ODTOV AdYOV
"the same words" Mat. 26:44

TO OTO KPIUOLTL
"the same condemnation” Luke 23:40

DIAGRAMMING

FOUNDATION

Diagrams visualize the structure that God inherently placed in grammar. Importantly, diagrams
do not create the structure of grammar but only visualize the structure, the structure of meaning
which God Himself produced out of His own nature.

The foundation of a diagram is the clausal subject and verb.

subject ’ verb ‘ direct object
|

The subject-verb combination are the bedrock of sentence structure and, therefore, of the

99



communication of meaning and truth.
STRUCTURE

The starting point for modifiers is to place them under the word they modify. The angle of the
connecting line signifies what type of modifier it is.

Non-verbal = Adjectives :
' Adverbs
Nouns
i Prepositional phrases
' Etc.
Verbal | .
| Participles |
- Infinitives
Full Verb
N Subordinate Clauses
Examples
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Non-verbal

the Word of God

0 Adyog
/ 10V @0V

non-verbal
modifier

Prepositional phrase

€K | TOV TOTPOG

preposition object

Compound modifiers are typically grouped together by the use of an angled line as seen here:

conjunction
goes here

(James and John)

Taxwpov

Todvvnv

Verbal

The men marvelled, saying

01...0vOpmTOoL | £00VOUUC OV

verbal
modifier

Full Verb

We love him, because he first loved us

nuelg

ayomouey | oavtoév

Aéyovteg

Here are the three nouns in the Greek phrase "lust...and lust...and pride” in 1 John 2:16.

finite verb
modifier

0Tl

QVTOG | NYGTNGEV | NUOS \
i ‘

TPOTOG
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1] émibupia

1 émbupia

1 éhaloveia

Now here is the same, with the modifiers added in for "lust of the flesh and lust of the eyes and
pride of life":

1] émibupia

TG o0pKOg
Kol

1] émBupia

T@V 6GBaAUDY

Kol
1 dAaloveia

/700 Biov

And here are the same words with the rest of their clause:
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1] émibupia

TG TapKog

Kol
., , . exists
1] émibupia | | #otw
I Aot from thi: Father
@V 0$OaAudV 0oVvK €K | TOV TOTPOG
Kol
: ihalovel ! “the lust of the flesh,
oAoCovelo i
" ; and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life,

70D Biov . »
G is not of the Father

Understood (unstated) elements are visualized by an "x" in brackets: [x]

For example, the verb vxodoate in Greek has a built-in subject ("you all"). Here is how it would
be diagrammed:

[x] | NKOVOOTE

N

"~ understood
subject

One way of diagramming coordinating conjunctions that introduce a new, independent clause:
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__---conjunction

xod

[subject] | [verb]
I

Indirect Objects are diagrammed as non-verbal modifiers, with the addition of a small line:

[subject] | [verb]
I

A

extra
line Indirect Object

Relative clauses stand alone and connect back to the main clause through the antecedent.

[x] | EpmOVNoUV | TOV AvOpmTOV
| /

1\ 0¢ | nv | TVPAOG
|

John 9:24
gpmvnoav 0OV &k devtépoy Mot dinzammedl roy Gvhpomov Og NV TVEAOG
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0 KOGUOG | YLVOOKEL | NUOG
l

6Tl 3 kl ’
oV ‘ syvm| oVTOV
l
ovK
1 John 3:1

IMPERATIVES

OVERVIEW

An imperative was used in Greek to express a requirement for the will of another. While it
was certainly used with the lessened force of a fir72 desire for the will of another (such as when
humans used imperatives in relation to God), its central focus was requirement, that is, it
expressed non-optional compliance on the part of the one commanded.

As an expression of /i desire it was expressed from an inferior to a superior, forming a strong
request on the part of the inferior.

Only two tenses are used in imperatives: present and aorist.”> One tense to communicate
duration (present) and another to communicate without focus on duration (aorist). (This will

be further developed below.)

That means that the following tenses do not occur in the imperative mood*:

55 'This statement has three exceptions: three ‘perfect” imperatives (Mark 4:39 Christ to the waves: "Be still!" medipwaoo, and two "Farewells!" Acts 15:29 & 23:30)

56 The reason these tenses do not occur in the imperative mood appears obvious in that an imperative is automatically future, eliminating the need for a future tense. Also, the present communicates ongoing activi-
ty (thus, no need for an imperfect). The perfect is a present completed action, which does not suit it to being expressed as a command, the same being said for the pluperfect. 105



The imperatives are negated by i, not o.

The imperatives are found in both 2™ and 3 persons (singular and plural of each, of course). A
third person imperative is one such as "He [3rd person pronoun] must go to Jerusalem."

Sometimes a future indicative is used with the force of a strong imperative.
Romans 13:9 "thou shalt not kill" = 00 povedoeig

(¢ovevoeis = future active indicative 2nd singular negated by 0d)
(Literally, "You will not kill.")

THE MEANING OF THE TENSES IN THE IMPERATIVE

Since the Aorist did not communicate duration but viewed an action as simply taking place
(looking at the whole of the action), the Aorist Imperative could communicate a one-time
action, in which something would be fulfilled in what could be viewed as a single act.
("Doit." As in, "Do it now and get it done"; for it could communicate the whole of an action as
taking place all at once, no concern for duration)

Thus, an act that could be accomplished in one go would typically be in the Aorist. An act that
was to be immediately accomplished (without duration) would typically be in the Aorist. This
included those commands which were urgent and immediate one-time actions. Peter's

cry for help while sinking into the water is an example of an Aorist imperative. Peter was not
requesting ongoing help at that moment, only a single act of help that could be completed then
and there.

Matt. 14:30 ~ Aorist

Bhémwy 08 TOV dvepov ioyvpdy EdoH O kel aptapevos xatamovtileaBou Expake, Aeywy, Kipie,
THTOV e.

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying,
Lord, save me.

The Present imperatives, on the other hand, communicated actions with some kind of
continuation in focus, such as:
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e Bedoing

e Do with duration
e Beaboutit

e Go ondoing

When negating an action, the present imperative could be used to stop an ongoing action.
Now, the following illustrations are illustrations concerning the above points.

Gun illustration 1:
Sergeant says, "Shoot!" (aorist) and man shoots a bullet.
Sergeant says, "Shoot!" (present) and man shoots one bullet after another.

Gun illustration 2:

Sergeant says, "Shoot!" (207i5¢) and man starts shooting machine gun.
Sergeant says, "Shoot!" (present) and man starts shooting machine gun.

AORIST: meaning, "Shoot!"; focus on immediacy of action, because the action is
viewed as the act of pulling the trigger, a single action, or the event of shooting is viewed
as a whole.

PRESENT: meaning, "Shoot and keep shooting!" Focus on duration of the action: keep
the trigger pulled; looking at the action as it progresses.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF TENSE MEANING IN THE AORIST AND PRESENT
AORIST

The verb dxohovbéw means "I follow." This verb is used 18 times in the imperative in the
New Testament. Understandably, it is most often used of following Christ. What tense
would you guess that it is most often found in?

Matt. 13:18 ~ Aorist

Duelg o0y dxovoate T TapaBoly Tod omelpovToc.
Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.
(listen to me right now, this once)

Acts 2:22 ~ Aorist
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&vdpeg Topanhitat, dxovoarte Tobg Aoyovg TobTOUG:
Ye men of Israel, hear these words
(listen to me right now, this once, without a focus on the future)

John 6:10 ~ Aorist

eime 0t 6 Tnoodc, Iowjoare Todg &vBpwmovg dvameoeiy.
And Jesus said, Make the men sit down.
(Have them sit now, fulfilled in a single act)

John 13:27 ~ Aorist

Aéyet 0By adTQ 6 ‘Inaotg, ‘O moteig, wolyaov Tdxtov.

And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do
quickly.

(Fulfilled in a single, immediate act)

Matthew 8:9b ~ Aorist

76 80Uy pov, Iloinaov TodTo, kel ToLEL.
to my servant [I say], Do this, and he doeth it.
(Speaking of individual acts)

PRESENT

Luke 10:28 ~ Present

elme 0% adt®, Opbag dmexpiBne- TovTo moier, kol Moy,

And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

(Do not do this one time and be done but do it in an ongoing way; ongoing time is more a
part of this command than if He had used the Aorist)

Luke 22:19 ~ Present

kol AP dpTov, edyaploThoag Exhace, kel Edwkev adTols, Aéywy, TolTd é0TL TO GRuU4 pov, TO
108



OTrEp DU@Y S106pEVOV- TODTO TOIETTE €ig TNV EWIY VAUV OLY.

And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my
body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

(Do ongoingly)

Phil. 2:14 ~ Present

Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
TAVTOL TOLELTE YWPLG YOYYVIURDY Kal SILAOYLTURY,
(Ongoing action)

John 7:37 ~ Present

"Ev 0% ] éoydy fuépa TR neydhn tis toptiis elotixet 6 Tnoods xal Epake, Meywy, Edv Tig Sy,
épyéaodw mpdg ue kol TvéTw.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let
him come unto me, and drink.

CLARIFIERS

"Let" and "must"

Often, imperatives are translated into English (in the KJV as well as modern translations)
by the word "let”" Without knowing it, then, English speakers can take imperatives as
permissives. When translated with a form of the word "let,’ the Greek imperative as not
giving permission, per se. It was communicating a binding condition, a requirement placed
upon the life of the recipient.

1 Timothy 3:10 was translated as "let the deacons be first proved." As seen below, the verb
doxtpaléadwany is an imperative (present middle/passive), bringing the deacons and all
others involved in the situation into a binding condition to assure that those serving in an
ofhicial capacity of assistance in the assembly are truly documented to be what God requires
them to be.

1 Timothy 3:10
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Kol o0ToL Ot doktpalécbnaay Tp@ToV, EiTe OlKoVEITWTY, AVEYKANTOL 8VTEG.

Likewise, the command in Philippians 2:5 can appear to be a passive or permissive to the
English reader who is untaught: "Let this mind be in you..." Yet, they must learn the force
of this word, not as giving mere permission or room to accomplish an action, but as totally
binding a human to the action, "this mind zus¢ be in you...."

Phil. 2:5

Fed \ 4 b 3 - o \ -~ -
TOVTO Yap ¢POV5I.O'90J €V VULV O Kol eV XPlGT({) IV]O'O‘U-

MORPHOLOGY

The present imperative is the only one whose ending is preceded by an epsilon (-¢-) as in Avetw vs
Moatw (-oo- Aorist).

Memory Cues
All 3rd person’s have an omega in them.

The last letter of all forms (3rd singular with 3rd singular, 2nd plural with 2nd plural, etc.)
except 2nd singular are identical.

Imperative Master Chart

singular  plural
2nd -T€

34 1 -Twoav
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present

aorist

2nd

an

Pres. Act.

singular
\De

A\véTw

Aor. Act
singular
Aboov

\vodtw

€6

Tense Infix Chart

c0c
om

plural
A\VeTe

AvéTwoav

plural
Moate

Avodtwoav

AW € To
A €0 Bw

A 60 To
A 6do O
Mo To

Pres. M/P
singular
Avov

Avécbw

Aor. Mid
singular
Aot

AvodoOw

3 Person Singular
Imperatives

AVET®
AVEGO®
—> ,
AVCAT®
AVGGcO®
AT
plural
A\VeobOe
Avécbwoav
Aor. Pass
plural singular
Aboaobe AVONTL
AvodoBwoav AvOnTw

plural
AOOnTE

AvOnTwoav
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Singular

Plural

Singular

Plural

Infixes

2nd
3 rd

211d

Pres. Act.
\De

A\véTw

\ete

Avétwoav

Pres. Act.
-€

-£Tw

-€TE

-£Toav

_8_

Pres. M/P
AVov

MéoHw

Aeobe

MéoBwoav

Pres. M/P
)

-¢00w

-eobe

-¢0bwoav

-£00-

Aor. Act

\Doov

Avodtw

\oate

Avodtwoav

Aor. Act

-00Vv

-odtw

-0aTE

-0ATWOV

-0Q-

Aor. Mid
Adoau

AvodoOw

AoacBe

AvodaocOwoav

Aor. Mid

-oat

-0acBw

-oacBe

-cdocBwoav

-ca00-

Aor. Pass
AVONTL
AvOnTw

AVOnTe

AvOnTwoay

Aor. Pass
-Onmt
-Ontw

-Onte
-Ontwoav

|
-On-
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Singular

Plural

Masculine

|
o0TOC

nom
gen
dat

accC

nom
gen
dat

accC

NEAR DEMONSTRATIVES

Feminine

!
altn

Masculine > Feminine

00TOG
TOUTOV
TOUTW

TOUTOV

ovTol
TOVTWV
TOUTOLG

TOVTOVC

abtn
TavTng
AUy

TaOTNV

avtat
TOVTWV
TAOTAG

TAOTAG

OVERVIEW

Neuter

TOVUTO

Neuter

TOoUTO
TOUTOV
TOVTW

TOoUTO

TODTA
TOVTWYV
TOUTOLG

TOOTA
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SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD

The subjunctive speaks of an action that is future in relation to the moment of communication.
How, then, does it differ from the simple future tense? In the broadest sense, the subjunctive is
a contingent future. It is contingent or dependent on such things as the activity defined in the
main clause (that is, by the controlling verb) or the volition of those addressed (such as in the
“hortatory subjunctive”).

So, the subjunctive differs from the simple future indicative in that it inherently speaks of

an activity that is conditional. Some condition must be met for the action expressed in

the subjunctive to occur. As stated in an older grammar, “A subjunctive clause, it is evident,
requires another to complete its meaning; hence, the name of the mood, the ‘subjoined’
mood.”” In other words, the subjunctive action is made possible by another action or situation,
and its possiblity is inherently joined to that other action or situation.

Now, the subjunctive must not be confused with “subjective” or "uncertain." That a verb is in
the subjunctive mood may introduce uncertainty, as it often does, but the action expressed by
the subjunctive is not necessarily uncertain. Its certainty is a dependent certainty. If the thing
upon which it depends is certain then the subjunctive is certain as well.

Subjunctive compared to imperative

The subjunctive mood and imperative (“command”) mood share some characteristics. Two
points of overlap between the subjunctive and imperative are the following:

1. They both express actions zot yet accomplished, actions that are unfilfilled at the moment
of communication.

2. They both express actions that are conditional. So, both are future and both depend upon
another action or condition for their fulfillment.

The fulfillment of the imperative depends upon the willingness and ability of the one addressed
to submit to the will and design of the other. Authority or the expression of the will is always
of interest in the imperative forms, while it is not an inherent aspect of the subjunctive. Ratber,
dependency (or contingency) appears to be the main focus of the subjunctive.

57 Handbook to the Grammar of the Greek Iestament With a Complete Vocabulary, and an Examination of the Chief New Testament Synonyms

By Samuel Gosnell Green, p. 59, published 1870 114



MORPHOLOGY OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE - TRUNK LEVEL
Only two sets of endings are used throughout the Subjunctive mood:

W, 116, 1> WULEV, NTE, wol & ua, /o, teu, peba, ole, vrou

Key Markers for all voices (active, middle, and passive)

Tense-Voice Info — Marker

Present Marker: ~ — none

Ist Aorist Active: — sigmao

Ist Aorist Passive: — 0

2nd Aorist: — stem change (3.g., A\appav- to Aap-)
Perfect Marker: — duplication Aé\v-

The subjunctive has no past-tense ¢ augment
The connecting vowel changes from ¢ to jor o to w

The subjunctive is only found in the present and aorist tenses (+ a few perfects)

MORPHOLOGY OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE

The following succinct points summarize key morphological information about the subjunctive
mood in ancient Greek.

"Formation of the subjunctive is the most regular of all moods."8

Further, as mentioned above, the subjunctive is almost entirely limited to present and aorist
tenses.>

58 Summers, R., & Sawyer, T. (1995). Essentials of New Testament Greek (Rev. ed., p. 118). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.

59 The 10 or so exceptions to this are in the perfect tense, and each of them is used with the verb ofde.
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Perfect

Concerning its regularity of form, the Subjunctive Mood only employs two sets of endings,
namely the following two:

Active Endings* Mid/Pass. Endings
&) uat
ns aat/n
" Tat
WUEV ueba
NTE ofe
wat vtat

*Also used for Aorist passive

The subjunctive uses no ¢ augment, for the ¢ augment signifies past time, and the subjunctive is
not inherently a past-tense mood. So...

¢m\jpwoe (aorist indicative)

mpway (aorist subjunctive)
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The subjunctive forms build off of the indicative forms of the verb. The most basic explanation
of the change of form from indicative to subjunctive is that the connecting vowel lengthens
from ¢ to v or o to w.

Subjunctive Key

Ea)
0-w
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AU

A
Aong
AUY)
Awey
AUnTE
AMwat

All Active Subjunctives (plus Aorist Passive)

0, 1S, > WUEY; 1TE, WAL endings

Pres. Act. Sub;j.

Ist Aor. Act. Sub;j. Avo
2nd Aor. Act. Subj.  Aaf

Perf. Act. Subj.

AEAUX

Ist Aor. Pass. Sub;j. b

Pres. Act. Sub;j. of eiui

Ao

|

AUCW
AUaYS
Auay
AGWUEY
AuanTe
AVCTWat

Aaf3

Aafw
Aafing
Aafy)
Aafwpey
Aafnre
Aafwat

l

AeAux b

! !
AeAUX W Avbw
AeAux s Aufng
AeAUX Y] Avby
AeAuxwpey  AvBwpey
Aehuxnte  AubyTe
Aeduxwal  Avbwat

o
D~
=

R =S IS »
2 = S
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Middle Subjunctive

Present Mid/Pass Subj. AV + 1/
1*Aorist Middle Subj. Ao + n/w +
2" Aorist Middle Subj. it + n/w

A wpal
A

A nTal
A wpeba
A nofe
A wvtal

uat
Feu/1)
Ta
ueba
ofe
vtat

Ao wpat
Ao 7
Ao nTat
Ao wpeba
Mo 7nobe
Mo wvTat

MT wpat
AT

AT nTal

M wpeba
M nobe

AT wvTal

Present Middle/Passive Subjunctive

1** Aorist Middle Subjunctive

2 Aorist Middle Subjunctive
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DATIVE CASE
Aotikn

the “together” case

Nearness or Proximity - “with”
Stationary - “with”

Moving into association - “to
Accomplishing with the aid of - “by”/”with”

-~ “instrumental”

TOGETHER

”»

B

NEARNESS
STATIONARY

MOVING INTO “wITH” / PROXIMITY
ASSOCIATION \ N” “WITHIN”

[Ty}
/ 1
- /,‘

TO
ACCOMPLISHING WITH .
THE AID OF NEARNESS
“BY” OR “WITH” OR
PROXIMITY

“o ok

IN” “WITHIN”

The dative is the “joining” case, for it associates and connects things either in physical or
) g g phy
immaterial ways into “togetherness.” The dative could also be called “the case of association.”
It joins one thing together with another thing, in association with it, or in relation to it.
) g tog g
Descriptive synonyms for this case would also include the terms bonding, linking, connecting,

and correlating.

This is the dative’s raw material and from this raw material a number of uses arise. Due to this
inherent "material of meaning,' the dative naturally has the potential to express ideas related

to nearness, proximity, comparison, and so forth. Further, the idea of “joined” can readily
communicate that something is at rest or stationary, az least in relation to the thing to which it is

Jjoined.
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If the dative expresses movement, it does so to express the idea of something moving into
relationship with another thing. When one thing is done “for” someone else, a relationship of
motive or action is formed between the doer and receiver. That is, it is joined to them, physically
or mentally. The action is done i% relation to or in association with that other person. Thus, the
dative case provides the material for the indirect objects of Greek sentences, one of its common
functions, and it does so out of its own zative resources.

So, the dative is the “joining together” case, providing material for such Greek ideas that relate
to bringing together, associating, or joining something in relation to another.

In this way, it is the case of addition,”® one thing being added to another, while the genitive
can act as its opposite.”’ The genitive has the potential to act as a subtracter, since it can
communicate that one thingis “from” or “away from” or “out of ” another, making it no longer
“together with” it.

This same raw material of the dative influences its use with the prepositions, such as its use with
¢l (See below.)

The joined or together idea of the dative can express the following relationships and ideas:

Jjoined as one thing together with another but within it

Jjoined together, as side by side or in conjunction

Jjoined in means, one thing acting together with the means provided by another thing
the movement involved in joining together

the motivation for an action can be the instrument of joining together the action and the one for whom it was accomplished.: it was done
“for” someone.

The main English prepositions that find association with the dative case are in, with, by, to, and
for. The above relationships explain these English prepositions and their relationship to the
dative.

»

Jjoined together one within another ~ “in
Joined together with “with”

Jjoined together in means “by” or “with”

60 The very word “dative” comes from the Latin dativus which means “pertaining to giving.” https://www.ctymonline.com/search?q=dative, accessed 2021-07-14
61 A Complete Greek Grammar by John William Donaldson p. 187 published 1848

62 Sece the following section on dative and prepositions

121



« »

movement of joining together to

Jjoined together in intention “for”

The dative receives its “to” idea from being the case of addition, one thing being joined to
another thing in some way, just as the genitive gets its “from” idea from being the case of
source, whereas the accusative gets its “to” idea from being the case of extent, expressing
the idea of "to the limitations" of what is specified. That is, the accusative answers the
question, “To what extent or limitation or objective?” Thus, the accusative would readily
express the idea of “all the way to” while the dative would lend itself to "in relation to."

TOGETHER WITHIN
“in”

Matthew 5:2
Maxaptot ot TTwyol T mTVevpaTL
“blessed are the poor in spirit”

imn

e

122



TOGETHER WITH
“with”

1 Cor. 13:5
“rejoices-together with the truth”
ovyxaipet 6¢ Tfj dAnOeia

togetherness with .
\> O

MOVEMENT INTO TOGETHERNESS
“tO” “untO”

Luke 18:32
napadobioeTal yap Tols Ebveat
For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles

unto —

— R

The dative & the instrumental
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TOGETHER WITH AN INSTRUMENT

“by” Or “With”
John 8:6
6 daxTU A Eypadev el THY Yijv instrument
“with his finger wrote on the ground” X
“by” or “With” ‘ ‘.
7
//

subject doing the action

This last picture illustrates the traditional instrumental use of the dative. The two arrows
represent the subject doing the action and the instrument by which he does the action
working together to accomplish the action. Did Christ write or did His finger write on the
ground that day in the treasury yard of the Temple? Both wrote, together.

In every instrumental use is a “together” use, for the subject does not accomplish the work
alone but does so in conjunction (“together with”) the help of some means (the instrument).

Instrumentality expresses association because the instrument is so associated with the

work as to be the instrument by which that work is accomplished. The association or
“togetherness” between the act of accomplishing something and the instrument or means by
which the act is accomplished is naturally dative.

In Greek, the dative instrumental use was not “through the means of 7 (as 814 expressed) but
“with or within the means of” something. A number of instrumental ideas can be expressed
by the preposition “with.” These are inherently dative ideas. Using a more formal level of
English syntax, it could be said that “he ate by means of a spoon.” This same action could
be stated as “he ate wizh a spoon,” using everyday syntax. Notice that the ideas are the same,
though. “With” and “by means of” overlap in that the means acts together “with” the
action to accomplish it. So, the dative’s raw material provides what is needed to express
instrumentality.

The dative and possession
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The dative can express possession, just as the genitive is capable of doing, only it does so by
means of its inherent idea of “togetherness.”

Luke 21:4

dnavteg yap ovtol €k ToD TEPLEoEVOVTOG avToiG EBalov eig Ta dwpa Tod Oob,
abtn 6¢ €k ToD VOTEPHATOG AVTIG

For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God:

but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.

“from the abundance” “to them” DATIVE
¢k ToD TEPLOOEVOVTOG  AVTOLG

“from the lack” “of her” GENITIVE
€k oD DoTeprjpatog  avTiig

The first uses a dative (a0T0iG) to show possession, while the second uses a genitive
(avtiig). The dative is the “together” case and, therefore, is suited to communicating
the “togetherness” of what was abounding to the rich men, while the genitive, the case
suited for communicating “awayness,” was used to communicate the lack.

The dative with prepositions

The basic idea of the dative shows through in its use with verbs as well as with prepositions.
One preposition that takes the dative exclusively is the preposition a0v. True to the dative’s
underlying idea, oVv means “fogether with” (cooperation-focus).®® Likewise, the adverbial
preposition éua is found in the dative and, just like o0v, it means “together with,” butin a
temporal sense, “together, at the same time.” This is further significant in light of the fact
that of the over 40 “adverbial prepositions,” due is the only one used in the dative and is
only used in the dative.

Now, the basic meaning of the dative is combined with prepositions and, in a sense, its
meaning is pulled or narrowed in the direction of the meaning of the particular preposition
combined with it.

The following graphical illustration contains all prepositions that use the dative in Scripture.

63

Green, 1907, p. 132
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“alongwith” “toward”

apa Tpos
» «
“within? €V < “together” > €Ml
¥ N
4 4
mapa oLV
“alongside” “together”

The dative gets “pulled” in a definite direction
by the preposition combined with it.

The dative + i

The preposition &ri can simply mean “upon” and can mean this when used with the genitive,

dative, and accusative alike.

entt + genitive = “upon”
¢l + dative = “upon”
3 ! . <« »
énl + accusative = “upon

Thus, for an English speaker, discerning any difference between these three different uses
of ¢nl is difficult. So, as an aid to doing so, consider that the English words “him," “he;” and

“his” represent three different cases.

he
his

him

= nominative
= possessive

= accusative
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To give an English analogy, the difference that cases can make when combined with a

single preposition is seen in the difference between the phrases “upon his” and “upon

him.” Though "upon his" and "upon him" are identical phrases except for a change of

case in the object, no true English speaker would confuse the two or think that they are
communicating identical ideas. Though this will give the English speaker a general sense of
how the cases can affect the meaning of a noun or substantive joined to a preposition, the
learner must keep in mind that the Greek cases tend to be significantly richer than the sparse
cases in English.

Since ¢t is used with all three cases, what significance does it carry when used with the
dative? The differences is often one of accentuation. The dative, it can communicate the idea
of not only location “upon” but can accentuate the additional idea of rest—“rest upon”—as
well as proximity or nearness.

The way the case materials distinguish themselves from one another is analogous to soldiers
in a special platoon who are each fully trained soldiers, overlapping in most skills but
specialists in certain areas. In general, the entire team works together fluidly, but the team
member who specializes in a given task will step forward to accomplish that task for the
team when it matches his specialty.

Likewise, when the need arises to express “upon” with a nuance of close proximity
or contact or rest, the dative is prepared for this task above either the genitive or the
accusative.

Thus, even though great overlap can exist between all three cases when used with éri, when
there needs to be a difference expressed, the groundwork for the distinction has already
been laid in the cases.
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2N AORIST

2 Aorist Active Indicative

Singular Plural
1 EAafov  Trook ENABOUEY  we took
2 é‘)\aﬁsg you took é)\dBETE you “all” took

3 é‘)\aﬁg(v) he/she/it took ,E‘AQBOV they/these/those t

Trunk-Level Information
o 2nd Aorists take the prefix (e- augment) and suffixes (endings) as the Imperfect

o 'The stems (the forms of the verb root itself) change between Present and Aorist of a verb
that is formed in the 2nd Aorist

The 2" Aorists do not follow the endings of the regular Aorist (1% Aorist). Rather, they use the
forms of the Imperfect. The way to tell the difference between a 2™ Aorist and an Imperfect of
the same is by the stem. The 2™ Aorist uses a different stem from the Imperfect, while using the
same ¢ augment and endings, as illustrated below.

The verb hapfdvew in the Aorist takes the 2°¢ Aorist form. Rather than being eAauBdon in the
Aorist (1 Aorist), the 1* person singular form is 2\ afov. The Imperfect form is éAdpBavov. The
differences between the two are the stems, Ao for the Aorist and AapfBev for the imperfect. The
prefix and endings are the same: ¢ ov.

These stem changes could be likened to English verbs that change form when changing from
present to past tenses. For example, the past of "took” is not "tooked" but "take.” The past of
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"go" is not "goed” but "went." The difference in form between "go" and "went" is drastic, but an
English speaker has these forms connected with one another grammatically in his mind.*

Here are the Aorist and Imperfects of the verb €xw. Note carefully the stem changes.

elyev® imperfect active indicative 3S
goxev aorist active indicative 3S

same augment

=

[Q)]

X €V imperfect
oX €v.  aorist

b4

same ending

Likewise, the stem difference is seen in the word Aéyw below:

Eheyey imperfect active indicative 35
elmey aorist active indicative 35

same augment

"€ Aey ev  imperfect
€ Im ev .  aorist

same ending

Extra Information:

Like the 1* Aorist, the 2™ Aorist has distinct forms for middle and passive.

The verb &ipi has no aorist.

64

“Many second aorist forms are entirely different from the present stems. Some of these were originally from older verbs and were used later as the aorist forms of other prominent verbs in the New Testament.
For example, elmov is related to an obsolete verb #mw (I say), but it is used as the aorist of Aéyw . Also, £i8ov is used for BAénw and épdw (I see), though it may be from an older verb 8w (I see). Note that Zyvwv, the
second aorist of ywewokw , uses » as the connecting vowel. You must always look up the aorist form and, if is different from the present stem, learn it as a separate form. You will find it as the third form in the list of
principal parts of verbs” Summers, Ray. Essentials of New Testament Greek (Kindle Locations 2721-2727). B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition.

65 eiye (8x), elyé (1x), elyév (1x)

129



The 2" Aorist infinitive does not derive from the imperfect, which has no infinitive.

More Examples:
aMw
gBaMov  imperfect active indicative 3P

gBadov  aorist active indicative 3P

Ypddw
gypadev  imperfect active indicative 3S

gypapey  aorist active indicative 35S

AapBave
élapPavev imperfect active indicative 3S

g\afov  aorist active indicative 3S (or 1S or 3S)

Exw
elyev® imperfect active indicative 35

goxev aorist active indicative 3S

ebyov imperfect active indicative 3P

gayov aorist active indicative 3P 3529

Afyw

Eheyey imperfect active indicative 35

66 eiye (8x), elyé (1x), elyév (1x)
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gimey aorist active indicative 3S

dépw
Edepey imperfect active indicative 35

fveyxev  aorist active indicative 3S

Edbepov imperfect active indicative 3P

fveyxav  aorist active indicative 3P

3 A
gmobviioxw

améBynoxov imperfect active indicative 3P

améBavov  aorist active indicative 3P

YWOTKE

éylvwoxev imperfect active indicative 35

Eyvw aorist active indicative 3S

The following is a list of all the 2nd Aorist verbs in the New Testament:*’

dyw Tryeryov *ay  v-1b(2)
aipéw eiounv17 *reh v-1d(2a)
aioBdvopar  YoBowny *uch  v-3a(2a)
& opat NAduv18 Yok v-2d(1)

67 MOUNCES MORPHOLOGY OF BIBLICAL GREEK by William D. Mounce., p. 106-107, copyright © 1994 by William D. Mounce
Electronic text hypertexted and prepared by OakTree Software, Inc. Version 2.2
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OUOPTAVR
aveBaliw
Gvaxpalw
amobvyjoxw
Gmdlopt
Baiw
yivopou
Epyoucut
¢oBiw
ebplokw
)
Bryydvew
lkvéoual
KOUV®
Aovyyove
AopBéve
AavBavew
Aeyw
el

uavBdvew

o

fuaptovl9
avéBohov
avéxpayov20
améBovor2 1

GTwAduY22
EBohov

gyevouny
7iABov
¢dayov
ebpov
Eayov
0ryov
kouny
gxopoy
Ehatyov
EhaPov
Eabov
eimroy
Eumov
Euabov
eldov
dderov

¢mofov

“apapt v-3a(2a)

ave + *Ooh
ave. + *xpary
amd + *Bav
*om +ohev-3c(2)
Bk v-2d(1)
vy v-1c(2)
*A0  v-1b(2)
*day  v-1b(3)
*eup  v-5b

ey v-1b(2)
By  v-3a(2b)
e v-3b
*cap  v-3a(1)
Aoy v-3a(2b)
N v-3a(2b)
b v-3a(2b)
pr v-1b(2)
am v-1b(1)
*ueb  v-3a(2b)
8 v-1d(1a)
Yo v-2d(1)
*ad  v-Sa

cv-2d(1)
cv-2a(2)

cv-Sa
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TEPITEUV®
TETOUU
Thvw

iTw
muyBavopal
TEUV®
TikTw
TPEXW
VYAV

devyw

Singular
1 €MOny
2 EAUlng
3 ey

TEPIETELLOY
gmTouv23
gmiov
gmegov
gmruouny
ETepOV
gdey
dpapov
gTuyov

épuyov

mept+ *tew cv-3a(1)
*met v-1b(3)

o v-3a(1)

*met v-1b(3)

*mB  v-3a(2b)

*rew  v-3a(1)

*rex  v-1b(2)

*Spoyr v-1a(2)

*Tuy  v-3a(2b)

“duy  v-1b(2)

15T AORIST

PASSIVE INDICATIVE

1°t Aorist Passive Indicative

I was loosed

you were loosed

Plural

é)\.éey)uﬁv we were loosed
é)\éenTE you “all” were loosed

he/she/it was loosed é}\'ée}')dav they/these/those were loosed
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The aorist passive indicative chart builds off of the -6y- infix .

Oy
)

aorist passive infix

This infix appears also in the future passive.

The future middle indicative learned earlier (o + pot endings) is used to form the future
passive indicative, with the addition of -0v- infix before the endings.

}\L’)O‘O(.LOH Future Middle
XUeﬁUOMCﬂ Future Passive

CORRELATIONS (6n/6¢)

B¢ aorist passive participle infix
6no future passive indicative marker
97] aorist passive indicative & imperative
6 aorist passive subjunctz've
6 present mid/pass imperative (all but 2™ singular)
Learned passive forms
Avopat present mid/passive indicative

Avbnoopat future passive indicative

Aedvpar  perfect mid/passive indicative
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